Starboard Tack

MAY 2026

WSSC: promoting the sport of sailing and seamanship since 1972
* THE NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IS THURSDAY, JUNE 4 *

From the 2026 Commodore (including Executive Committee)

Todd Harris

The horn has blown. And we’re off!
Ready or not, the sailing season is
underway!

WSSC AMBASSADORS TO SISTER
CLUBS: As your WSSC ambassador for
NCYC, | have been visiting them for
their Sailing School Spring Seminars.
These seminars, which are open to
the public, are an interesting,
educational, and fun way to interact
with their members. I’'m advertising our WSSC activities with
their membership and learning about opportunities for us to
join them this Summer.

GET IN THE MIX IN '26: In April, we enjoyed the
company of several of our sister club representatives at our
2026 Commodore’s Ball and now it’s time to join them at
Sailing events throughout this Summer. Our next
opportunities to “Get in the Mix” are coming up quick. FYC is
hosting the annual Grosse lle Opening of the Island (OOTI)
ceremony on their lawn the morning of Saturday June 6™. If
you’re not otherwise involved with the 102™ Mills Trophy

Race, come hangout on the Island and be part of
/‘ , the fun. Following the ceremony, Elba Mar Boat

Club is holding an after party. If that was not
/ enough, the Grosse lle Yacht Club
/ |‘ Commodore’s Ball is the same evening!
[ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EC) ROUND UP:
Your WSSC Executive Committee (EC)
2026 Commodore Todd Harris sails FANDANGO
(a Catalina 30) with Lady Maria Gonzalez

= N e . : ~— ~ =
Members are up-to-speed and running! We have the
summer stacked with plenty of opportunities for everyone.
I’'m impressed with their capability and eagerness to help
put together fun events for us to enjoy.

Thanks to Vice Commodore Mike! Your preparation and
hard-work has paid off. It didn’t hurt that we were also
fortunate enough to align our activities with a short, fair
weather window. The WNATR Captains and Crew were well
informed during the WNATR Competitor’s Meeting and
looked eager to get onto the race course aiming to cross the
finish line first.

Thanks to Rear Commodore Lana! You've lined up our
enthusiastic Port Captains and Cruisers. Thank-you PC Carver
and Lady Allison Dumke for planning a great Ice-Breaker

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE F

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for these JUNE & JULY EVENTS
* JUNE 4 at 7:30pm General Membership Meeting *

at Whiskeys on the Water — 6:30pm social hour —7:30pm meeting
DON'T MISS IT!

* WNATR Spring Series RACING continues—Jun. 10, 17, 24 *

* Don't Miss CRUISING to Leamington, Ontario for the COMMODORE'S TEA—Jun. 19-21 *

* ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE is on hiatus until the fall—See you on the Water! *

* Deadline for the JUNE Starboard Tack articles, flyers, ads, photos is Sunday, June 7 *
Please report on JULY and AUGUST events—and share memories of MAY events.

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Commodore (continued)

Cruise event and for your warm hospitality. Not even a few drops of liquid
sunshine could dampen our spirits during this year’s backyard picnic! Hat’s off to
Burger-meister Gale Laughner.

BUSY CALENDAR: Next up we'll be heading to the Memorial Weekend Cruise
at Safe Harbor Toledo Beach. We’re looking forward to an awesome time together
that will be hosted this year by Port Captains Dave & Amy Wright.

Sincerely,
2026 Commodore Todd Harris
wssccommodore@gmail.com

Ready, Set, Race! Buoy workday and launch is the "ready" part.
Thanks to all on the work crew and launch crew!

£ GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 2

FIRST THURSDAYS (except as noted in club calendar) ... Social Gathering starts at 7:00pMm ... MEETING starts at 7:30Pm
Meetings are typically "hybrid" — both LIVE at Whiskeys on the Water and on ZOOM

LIVE MEETING LOCATION: WHISKEYS ON THE WATER at 2903 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, at the southeast corner of Oak and
Biddle. Meeting will be held in the upstairs space — there is an elevator available. Enjoy the upstairs bar. COME EARLY AND ENJOY
DINNER before (or during) the meeting. The whole menu is available starting at 6:30 and throughout the evening.

Online "ZOOM" MEETING LOCATION is emailed by the Secretary to Members and Friends the week of the meeting.
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* KEEP UP WITH WNATR RACE RESULTS & SPECIALTY APPLICATIONS AT NOTICEOFRACE.NET *

From the 2026 Vice Commodore (including Racing Committee)

THE RACING SEASON IS UNDERWAY:
The first WNATR will have taken place
on May 20. WNATR will continue every
Wednesday evening now through
September 3 except for June 3, when
there is no race scheduled to allow
skippers time to move their boats closer
to Toledo for the Mills Race.

SPECIALTY RACES: WSSC is
organizing two specialty races this
summer: Lighthouse
Challenge (LHC) on
August 15 and the Jack
& Jill Race (J&J) over
Labor Day weekend on
September 6.

Fleet Captain—Racing

Racing Committee

WSSC As in past years,
Lighthouse .
Challenge _ both events will be
Regatta followed by afterglow

parties. The LHC
Afterglow at the Grosse
lle Recreation Waters
Edge Pavilion with a
fundraiser auction for
the benefit of Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers
Association (GLLKA) https://www.gllka.org/

The J&J Afterglow location is still to be
determined.

Signup for the specialty races will be on Notice of Race,
same as the WNATR Series. Speaking of which, competitors
are still able to sign up and participate in the WNATR Summer
and Fall Series on NOR (noticeofrace.net) if they missed
signing up for the Spring Series.

BUOQY PREP: Buoy Prep Day was a success thanks to Ted
Wagg, Brad Tidick and Commodore Todd Harris who came
out to work on the buoys to get them ready for launch. An
extra thanks to Todd for the overtime, coming out on Sunday
to evaluate the ground tackle. Together, the group readied
the two new buoys for service, adding the buoy IDs (compass
points E, C & relabeling an existing buoy as SE), placing fresh
3” reflective tape and painting the new club contact# (in case
of an issue) on all nine buoys. 75’ of worn chain was replaced
and several D-shackles/swivels were repaired.

The large, Roylan buoys (12”-14” inch diameter by 52”
tall) are now marking all four of the cardinal points (N, S, E &
W) as well as NW & C. This should improve visibility
compared to the smaller buoys. Roylan rates the
/) \\ distance at which these can be seen as two times
\ farther than the 9” diameter NE buoy and likely
‘\\ similar improvement relative to the 10”
. \\ diameter (but shorter) Taylor Made Sur-Mark
\ “sombrero” buoys that are still in service at
] \\ SE & SW. These three buoys — NE, SE & SW

2026 Vice Commodore Mike Soltis sails KINGFISHER
(a J-37) with Lady Lana Hawkins

Mike Soltis

should be scheduled to be
replaced with the larger Roylan
buoys in the next few years as part
of a one buoy replacement per
year cycle.

BUOY LAUNCH DAY: Six
people answered the “buoy call”
to set the racecourse off Bar Point.
Thanks to Skipper Tim Steffke for
his skillful piloting of and arranging
to borrow the
work boat along with his trusty first mate,
Don Baumgartner. Thanks also to
Navigator, Jonathan Cotter, who guided
the crew to the proper locations along
with Helena Thornton, Todd Harris, and
Dan Dunn (FYC member) who rounded
out the crew. All nine WSSC racing buoys
were successfully anchored to their
specified locations along with the four
harbor entrance buoys to FYC.

LOOKING FORWARD TO AN EXCITING
AND COMPETITIVE 2026 RACING
SEASON.

Sincerely,
2026 Vice Commodore Mike Soltis
wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com

—— Yy

#-;“-

PRIV,

WSSC 2026 RACING CALENDAR

RACING COMMITTEE MEETING Wed. FEB. 25 at 7pm

Racing Committee Meeting—Wed. April 8
7:00pm at Soltis/Hawkins house

Competitors'/Skippers' Meeting—Tue. May 12
7-9pm at FYC
2026 WSSC SPECIALTY RACES

Lighthouse Challenge Regatta—August 15
and charity afterglow supporting GLLKA

Jack & Jill Race—September 6

2026 WNATR RACING SEASON

Buoy Prep Day—Sat. May 2 (morning meet at FYC)
Buoy Launch—Sat. May 9 (10am meet at FYC)

Wed. Spring Series—May 20, 27, Jun. 10, 17, 24

Summer Series—Jul. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Fall Series—Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26, Sep. 2

Buoy Retrieval—Sat. Sep. 19 (10am meet at FYC)

2026 WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT
Oct. 21—7:30pm

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Vice Commodore (continued)

|Navigator Jonathan Cotter orders a launch

while Skipper Tim Steffke “takes her
steady as she goes”

-

Buoy Launch Team — Todd Harris, Helena
Thornton, Don Baumgartner, and Dan Dunn

D DT VN N

A flock of white pelicans shares the
water of the Livingstone Channel

L
Helena Thornton & Dan Dunn launch
an FYC channel marker”

Commodore Harris contemplates the “last one in” as mission accomplished

L e

PHRF-LE REGARDING 2026 CERTIFICATE RENEWALS
https://phrf-le.org/information-and-forms/

RENEWALS AFTER MAY 15TH WILL BE $50.00.

(1 Registration, courses, and race results can be found on FINDING RACING SIGN-UP AND INFORMATION: Racing A
the Notice Of Race website. http://noticeofrace.net/ | registrations, sailing instructions, courses, and results for WNATR,
B Notice of Race WSSC Specialty Races, and races sponsored by other clubs, can be

N e - o found on the Notice Of Race website at http://noticeofrace.net )

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* PLEASE VISIT OUR LHC SPONSORS WHO HELP MAKE THIS CHALLENGE A SUCCESS *

WEST SHORE SAIL CLUB
2025
23RD ANNUAL LIGHTHOUSE CHALLENGE

Thank you to our sponsors and donors for your generosity
in supporting our Lighthouse Challenge charity partner:

Lighthouse Challenge

“SAILING THE RIVER, WRITING OURSELVES”

WSSC 2025 FOR MORE INFORMATION on Detroit Story Lab
Lighthouse " hitps://ates lsa.umich.edu/detroit-river-story-lab/

Challenge
Regatta

]
T

upndown

cumnom bomieg, L e ot

GROSSE ILE. M

WHIC Past Commadire 1562 Matt Dubois
Brother John Brendan, AF ;_

®  join your friends at West Shore Sall club for our monthly general membership
meetings and programs on the FIRST THURSDAY of each month, upstairs at
Whiskeys on the Water at Biddle and Oak in Wyandotte.

If you would &ke 10 join our maling Bat to receive the STARBOARD TACX
newsletter, send a note 1o wiscmembershipchair@gmaii.com

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Racing Photo Memories ...MORE FUN AT THE BUOY LAUNCH on MAY 9

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* BE SURE TO SIGN-UP FOR YOUR CRUISES ON THE CRUISE SPREADSHEET *

Greetings from the Rear Commodore!

* * By the time you’re reading this,
’. @ : hopefully your boat is in the water or
ok almost there!

CRUISING UPDATE: SPECIAL REQUEST
FROM THE REAR COMMODORE—
Please fill out the spreadsheet (which
members should have received via
email) and let us know which cruises
you’ll be joining us either by boat or
by car. You can always change your
mind. We’d like to get an idea for who
to look out for. Thanks!

For the most up-to-date information
about upcoming cruises check out the
West Shore Sail Club website. We hope
you can come to all the cruises either by boat or by car! More
people, more fun!

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE: As I'm writing this,
we're planning to make a full weekend at Safe Harbor Toledo
Beach Marina—rain or shine. Dave Wright is the Port
Captain. On Saturday May 23 we plan to meet before dinner
around 3pm near Todd’s boat well and socialize. Dinner is at
6 pm at the Sand Bar. On Sunday May 24 we have the
Cruising Committee Meeting hosted by the Vice and Rear
Commodores Mike and Lana. The meeting starts at 2pm and
it's Potluck, as usual! Look in the June Tack for a summary of
the meeting and photos of the fun.

WEEK-LONG CRUISE—CONTINUED PLANNING: The most
pressing topic is to decide where we are sailing for first half
of the Week-Long Summer Cruise. The dates are July 25
through August 2, the second half we are participating in
Senior Sail Bay Week in the Rendezvous Class at Put-In-Bay
for, South Bass Island, 4 days 3 nights. There will be plenty of
activities is you like. Dave Monk will keep us in the loop for
boat slip sign up and when | get more information | will email
and post on the website. Right now Dave Monk says you can
sign up at i-lya.org. Port Captain positions are available for
the Week-Long Cruise.

COMMODORE’S TEA — JUNE 19-21: Come by boat or by
car and join the crew to celebrate with our 2026 Commodore
Todd Harris. We'll enjoy our tea on Saturday afternoon
followed by dinner. PC Jonathan Cotter is the Port Captain.
To register for a boat well, sign up directly with Municipality
of Leamington Marina at https://www.leamington.ca/en/

discover/makeareservation.aspx
/|\ SPEAKERS AT THE GMMS: Here is the current
I\ roster of upcoming speakers. All the speaker
/ 1| \ information is available on the website under
/o \ Club Info/Club Calendar. Click any event to see
\ more details.

Fleet Captain—Cruising

Port Captain: Cruising

2026 Rear Commodore Lana Hawkins sails
KINGFISHER (a J-37) with Gentleman Mike Soltis

www.westshoresailclub.org

e June — Matt Bounds a World
Sailing certified International
Race Officer and US Sailing
National Judge. He will speak
to Basic Rules and Weird Rules
for racers, and what should
you do if you have to protest
another competitor.

August — Kevin Arnold from
Huron-Clinton Metroparks on
the topic of the Hawkfest
September — pending - John Samuelson speaking about his
experience at the International Seafarers' Center in
Brunswick, Georgia
October or November we’re hoping that Harry Jones will
speak about the Detroit Community Sailing Center
December — Holiday Party and Charity Collection

UPCOMING AFTER-MEETING PROGRAMS

April 2: US ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS
May 7: Annual Swap Meet
June 4: Matt Bounds

"Hawkfest"
September 3: John Samuelson
"International Seafarers' Center

October / November (TBD)
December 3: Annual Holiday Party
and Charity Collection

WSSC 2026 CRUISING CALENDAR

(after the racing buoy launch)
at PC Carver and Lady Allison Dumke's, Grosse lle

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE
FRI.-MON. MAY 22-25

and Cruising Committee Meeting

Sun. May 24 at the Memorial Day Weekend Cruise
COMMODORE'S TEA—SAT. JUN. 19-21

WEEK-LONG CRUISE JULY 25-AUGUST 2
PART |—(Lake Erie Islands TBD)

Port Captains: (TBD)

LATE SUMMER CRUISE—AUG. 21-23
to Bay View Yacht Club of Toledo (confirmed)

March 5: Soltis/Hawkins Cruising with Friends in the BVI

August 6: Kevin Arnold, Huron-Clinton Metroparks

ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE—SAT. MAY 9 AT 3PM

to Safe Harbor Toledo Beach Marina—Port Captain: Dave Wright

to Leamington, Ontario—Port Captain: PC Jonathan Cotter

PART Il—in conjunction with I-LYA SENIOR SAIL REGATTA
at Bay Week JUL. 30 - AUG. 2 at Put-in-Bay Yacht Club

at BVYC's Homecoming Weekend—Port Captain: (TBD)
HARVEST MOON CRUISE—SEP. 25-27 (dates to be reconfirmed)

to Monroe Boat Club—Port Captain: Dan Williamson

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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LET ME KNOW IF | CAN HELP WITH ANYTHING.

Sincerely,
2026 Rear Commodore Lana Hawkins
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com

QU Gongle ths: Lasmmingaon Marias Dach Reservasom
@ Orgota 8 UNL: Smpuswwm tanca e

xga
Pheuse tign «p wth the Brar Commadore and Uelcome!
ot b knom i you'Te joining the poss fqaﬁ_.‘-_-_——.:——

Hey LOOK! There's a CRUISING CLASS!

WSSC 2026
Lighthouse Challenge

A  Saturday August 15, 2026

90:55 am start time

~

www.westshoresailclub.org

MAY 2026

MICHIGAN DNR CHANGES ITS
HARBOR RESERVATION POLICY

The Michigan DNR, in an effort to counter abuses,
has made changes to its reservation system. The
most important change starting May 1 is a $10 fee
for cancellations made before one's arrival date. Click
here for an overview of the current policies.

MAKING RESERVATIONS

When the booking window opens, inventory
becomes available Monday through Friday at 8 a.m.
and Saturdays and Sundays at 9 a.m.

Campsites, overnight lodging and harbor slips can
be reserved 6 months in advance.

Picnic shelters can be reserved 1 year in advance.

Visit MiDNRReservations.com or call 1-800-447-
2757 to make a reservation.

Harbor slips, campsites and state park lodging not
already reserved in advance may be available on a
first-come, first-served basis.

MODIFICATIONS/CANCELLATIONS—HARBORS

The original reservation fee is non-refundable.

Changes and cancellations cannot be made more
than 5 months in advance of arrival date.

Cancellations made any time after processing this
reservation until close of business the day before
your scheduled arrival date will result in a refund of
fees paid minus the non-refundable reservation fee.
For cancellations/modifications made on the day of
arrival, you'll forfeit the non-refundable reservation
fee, the first night's dockage fee and any night's
dockage fee that has passed.

Reservations are held until 5 p.m. on the
scheduled arrival date. If arriving after 5 p.m. on the
scheduled arrival date, you MUST contact the
Harbormaster to notify staff of late arrival. If you're
late, and you fail to call, the reservation will be
cancelled as a no-show with the loss of a two-night
fee."

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/fags/
state-parks-and-camping/reservations

https://midnrreservations.com/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Meet in Leamington, Ontario,
Canada at the Leamington
Municipal Pier.

A Arrive Friday afternoon

or Saturday.

=2 Meet on the pier for

Commodore’s Chillin’
Coolers followed by dinner
at a place to be determined.

Q Google this: Leamington Marina Dock Reservations

@ Or go to this URL: https://www.leamington. ca/en/dlscover/mkeareservatlon aspx

Please sign up with the Rear Commodore and
let her know if you're joining the group.

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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FOR YOUR INTEREST FROM OUR REAR COMMODORE:

— A Request From Serenity Sailing —
Below is an email | received from Robin Cutcher at Serenity Sailing www.serenity-sailing.org. She would like your help. If this
seems like a good fit for you, please reach out to her. The training deadline included in this email has passed, but | expect

she will offer more if she gets responses.

~
Sarenim Sall ing_

Calming the Storm of Cancer Through Sailing

From Robin at Serenity Sailing:

“What I would like to do is recruit sailboats from
West Shore [Sail] Club that dock their boats at
Toledo Beach Marina, because this is where our
volunteer base is located, North Cape Yacht Club
and Toledo Beach. Excursions are conducted on
Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays
throughout the summer June 1 -September 30th),
and based on a skipper's availability. Some are
afternoon slots, every day has a 5-8 slot. This year
we are using sign up genius, and once a boat is fully
staffed with volunteers, we share that date with
potential guests.

"OQur mission is so simple, we provide free 1-3
hour excursions out of Toledo Beach Marina/North
Cape for those with cancer, and those who love them,
groups can be whatever cockpit capacity a skipper
indicates he can provide. We currently have 36 on a
waiting list to schedule, and 11 boats that are
involved, could use one or two more, so that each
skipper is only doing 4 or 5 of these in a summer.
Some skippers can only do September, so they will
do theirs all in one month.

"We have a very thorough screening process, and
require that all can get on and off the boat with little
assist. Some are in remission, some are in active
treatment. Some of our sailing volunteers are also in
treatment, so we screen for contagious disease
exposure or symptoms too.

"The skipper is only obligated to provide water for
the excursions, but guests can bring beverage and

www.westshoresailclub.org

The western Lake Erie sailing community is
providing free sailing excursions to those

with cancer and those who love them.

We believe the storm of cancer can be
calmed with sailing respite, and the

powerful mental healing of wind and water.

snacks. I'll attach our Policy and Procedure
Summary.

"This is our 3rd year of operation, and it i1s very
rewarding for all of us that volunteer. Every skipper
from last year, has signed up to do it again this year.
I have spoken to Todd Duffet and understand the
boats may be delayed launching due to low water, I
believe the cut at Toledo Beach can be tricky, but the
water levels are currently "adequate' if they can get
launched.

"The best scenario would be to have anyone
interested attend our in person training next
Tuesday May 12, 6-8PM at North Cape Yacht
Club light snacks provided. We will go over how it's
done, review our policies and procedures, and then
do breakout for each role, Skipper, First Mate, and
Ambassador. We do require all 3 as crew if at all
possible. We also have sport tech performance polos
for crew .. we are getting sized for all on Tuesday.

"If interested, skippers can go to the website
www.serenity-sailing.org and go to the volunteer tab,
sign up their vessel, and I will give them a call as
soon as I can, probably Friday to be set for next
week. Any other questions my contact info is below,
and appreciate so much your willingness to help us
this year! We also have a Serenity Sailing Facebook
page, with many photos from all of our excursions.

Appreciate the connection;
Robin

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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From the 2026 Secretary (including Correspondence and Reciprocity) Patti Duffett

MEETING MINUTES: Formalized and Membership meeting; and to the

distributed the minutes from the Bridge regarding the Executive
Board of Directors and General Committee meeting.
Membership meetings held in March, Posted flyers and notices on
April, and May. All records have been Facebook and Instagram.
archived in the club’s digital repository. Respectfully submitted,
CORRESPONDENCE: Handled all necessary 2026 Secretary Patti Duffett
. correspondence. wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com

/- ROSTER UPDATES: Updated the club database to
/I reflect recent address changes, converted it to
/| '\ PDF, and distributed it to the membership.

/ . ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sent out notice to the

Pra— \\ membership regarding the General
; | —

./"’ ,! f‘ \\
B0y = S . .
4 2026 Secretary Patti Duffett sails

~ Go Bagy! (an LS10) with Todd Duffett

From the 2026 Treasurer Mike Fluegemann

MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATES are available to WSSC members
by contacting the Treasurer at wsscfinancial@gmail.com

2026 Treasurer Mike Fluegemann crews on
Go BABY! (an LS10) with Todd & Patti Duffett

ey

—

S—

CELEBRATING MEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS WSSC TRADITIONAL BIRTHDAY SONG

is sung at each Membership Meeting:

& Frank B. This tribute to our Birthday members
4 PC Jonathan C. is sung with GUSTO
PC Carver D. (you don't even have to sing it in tune)
PC Brother John F. to the tune of Ta-Ra-Ra-BOOM-De-Ay!
Michael F.
Joseph K. This is your
PC Dick S.
Ted W, BIRTHday song!
Sues. It isn't VERy long!

/\ Amy W. The a-MAY-zing MAY Birthday Bunch shares their

M Beth B birthday cake with everyone, of course! PC Anita

) represented for Alec, with Roy, Lea, and Chuck enjoying

- the club singing our favorite BIRTHday song. It wasn't
very long ... to wait for cake served by Karen & Allison!

We join our birthday celebrants after every monthly membership meeting for birthday cake, compliments of ELLIOTT'S BAKERY!

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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From the 2026 Membership Officer

Todd Duffett

JOIN THE FUN AT THE WEST SHORE
SAIL CLUB MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS!
There’s something special happening
at the West Shore Sail Club every first
Thursday of the month at Whiskeys
on the Water: a reunion filled with friendship, laughter,
sailing stories, exciting plans, and unforgettable memories!
Our monthly
membership
meetings are more
than just meetings,
they are a
celebration of
community,
tradition, and the
love of sailing that
has connected
families and friends
for more than 54 years. During our May meeting, we had the
incredible honor of welcoming two of the club’s earliest
members: PC 1973 Dick Synowiec (a Founding Member) and
PC 1979 Mike Jablonski. Seeing them enjoying the
camaraderie and laughter with our newer members is truly
inspiring. More than five decades ago, 12 local sailors
dreamed of creating a sailing club where people
/' could share their passion for sailing with family

\ and friends. Today, that dream continues to

/| \ grow stronger than ever.

i \\ From cruising adventures to racing

[} I \ . .
// i \\ excitement, summer memories on the water,
, |

/ f i \
= T

L= —— 2026 Membership Officer Todd Duffett sails

L

social gatherings, cultural activities,
charity events, and community
support — the spirit of West Shore
Sail Club continues to bring people
together both on and off the water.

At our meetings, you can:

e Learn about upcoming club
activities and sailing adventures

¢ Meet friendly and welcoming
members

¢ Enjoy delicious food and refreshing drinks

o Share stories, laughs, and great conversations

o Participate in fun games and activities planned by Lady
Maria

o Try your luck in the exciting 50/50 raffle!

Whether you are an experienced sailor, interested in
learning, or simply looking for a warm and fun community,
there is a place for you at West Shore Sail Club. New
members are always welcome, and every meeting is an
opportunity to create new friendships and wonderful
memories.

We take a short break in July while everyone enjoys the
beautiful summer sailing season — cruising, racing, and
making the most of life on the water!

So gather your family and friends, bring your smiles, and
come discover a world full of sailing adventures, laughter,
and community spirit.

Mark Your Calendar for the Next Membership Meeting!
First Thursday of each month
Everyone is Welcome!
We can’t wait to see you there!

(Story contributed by Lady Maria Gonzalez)

GO BaBY! (an LS10) with Patti Duffett

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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MEMBERS IN THE "NEWS-letter": IN MEMORIAM PAST COMMODORE

PC 1992 JERRY BELANGER
July 29, 1938 - April 23, 2026

LADY MARY BELANGER
November 8, 1939 - February 14, 2026

Club members were saddened to learn that 1992 Past Commaodore Jerry Belanger and
his wife, Lady Mary Belanger, had passed away early in 2026. News was shared by their son,
Mike Belanger. A Celebration of Life will be held in June in Rochester, Michigan. Memorial
contributions may be made to Davis Phinney Foundation or to Michael J Fox Foundation,
both in support of Parkinsons research.

"Their shared love of sailing was recognized and is remembered by our club. They
leave with us a legacy of camaraderie and friendship which continues to guide and
inspire our community today. They will always be remembered with great respect

and gratitude by the entire West Shore Sail Club family."

—Commodore Todd Harris in memory of PC Jerry Belanger and Lady Mary Belanger—

JEROME “JERRY” BELANGER, age 88, passed away on April 23" 2026, in McKinney,
Texas. He followed his wife of 68 years, Mary Belanger, who departed two and a half
months prior. After navigating Parkinson’s Disease for many years with his wife’s support, he was unable to do so by himself
and needed to see her again. Jerry, the eldest of ten children, was born July 29, 1938, in Detroit, Michigan where his family
lived. He was a beloved son, brother, nephew, cousin, uncle, father, husband, grandfather and friend. Jerry lived life large. As
a teenager he was an Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy after graduating from St. Philip
Neri High School. After serving he worked in the Detroit Fire Department before settling into a career as a journeyman and
later as a salesman in commercial HVAC construction. Jerry was a competitive trap & skeet shooter at the Detroit Sportsman
Club as a young man until both he and his wife, Mary, discovered their love of sailing. They started with a trailable 16 ft
O’Day and ended with a 42 ft Tartan all named Whisper. Sailing was their shared passion and informed nearly every decision
they made, from interior decorating to where they chose to live. Jerry and Mary loved sailing in the Great Lakes and were
active members of their local yacht club participating in racing, volunteering, and serving as committee chairs during their
time in Gibraltar, MI. After retiring, they sailed down the intracoastal waterway and lived abroad in the Caribbean before
settling down in North Port, Florida where they were equally involved at the Harbor Cove Yacht Club. Whether it was sitting
on a committee or organizing an event, Jerry and Mary were on hand. Jerry is survived by his children, his daughter, Dawn
Lovejoy, her husband, Mark Lovejoy, their children Brendan and Connor Pauley who all live in Massachusetts. His son, Mi-
chael Belanger, his partner, Suzanne Hogan, and his daughter Michelline (Mish) Belanger are all in Michigan. And David Bel-
anger, his wife, Terri Belanger, and their children Tricia Mark, Jenna Mark, Lucas Belanger, Jia Belanger, and Kate Belanger all
in Texas — all of whom will forever cherish his memory. In lieu of flowers please consider donating to the Davis Phinney Foun-
dation in support of Parkinson’s research.

MARY MARGARET MORAN BELANGER passed away peacefully in her sleep on February 14th, 2026. Mary was born
on November 8, 1939, in Detroit, Ml and was 86 years old at the time of her passing. She was a beloved daughter, sister,
niece, cousin, aunt, mother, wife, grandmother and friend. She and her husband, Jerry, spent decades sailing, both
cruising and racing, in the Great Lakes and were active members of the Ford Yacht Club on Grosse lle, Michigan. After
retirement, the couple continued to pursue their love of sailing and spent a few years sailing in the Caribbean before
settling down in North Port, FL for 20 years. In 2024 they moved to McKinney, TX. Mary was a generous friend with an
adventurous spirit. Always either exploring or planning her next trip, Mary was always active throughout her life wheth-
er it was sailing, cycling, camping or traveling. She left her imprint on everything and everyone she met. Mary’s passion
for sailing was matched by her involvement in the community, whether by volunteering on committees, racing or serv-
ing as an advocate on the board. Mary is survived by her husband, Jerome (Jerry) Belanger, her daughter, Dawn Lovejoy,
husband, Mark Lovejoy, their children Brendan and Connor Pauley who live in Massachusetts, her son, Michael Bel-
anger, his partner, Suzanne Hogan, his daughter, Michelline (Mish) Belanger in Michigan, and her son David Belanger,
his wife Terri Belanger, and their children Tricia Mark, Jenna Mark, Lucas Belanger, Jia Belanger, and Kate Belanger in
Texas — all of whom will forever cherish her memory. In lieu of flowers please consider donating to the Michael J Fox
Foundation in support of Parkinsons research.

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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EXCITING NATURE ENCOUNTER with

MEMBER BERTIE SYNOWIEC

GIANT STURGEON WASHES UP AT FORD YACHT CLUB: Ask
member Bertie Synowiec about the five-foot-long deceased
Acipenser Transmontanus (Lake Sturgeon) that washed up on
shore at the FYC beach. "It's as big as | am!" exclaimed Bertie.
Did you know that Lake Sturgeon are protected in Michigan?

"While encountering one of these iconic fish can be
memorable and exciting, the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources reminds anglers that special regulations exist for
lake sturgeon, and fishing for lake sturgeon is prohibited except
in a few locations in the state." (Michigan DNR website)

After consulting her portable fish identifying encyclopedia
(her phone) Bertie called the Michigan DNR poaching
information line and found out that, unless it looks like foul
play was involved, a deceased sturgeon should be left to
naturally decay and be scavenged by birds and other scavenger

Members asea
S ‘
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ADVENTURES IN CARIBBEAN HISTORY with

MEMBERS PC JOHN AND ANA KUKLA

WHAT'S A TANK DOING IN THE MIDDLE OF MY CARIBBEAN
VACATION? Ask members John and Ana Kukla about their many
adventures in history while cruising the Caribbean. This time it's
with colorful, graffiti-covered Sherman tanks, once used for target
practice by the U.S. Navy.

"The Tanks of Flamenco Beach: Rusting, graffiti-covered
tanks litter the beach of this island, once used by the U.S. military
for target practice. In 1901, after Spain ceded Puerto Rico to the
U.S., President Theodore Roosevelt allocated all of the public land
on Culebra to the Navy. Those lands were used for test landings and
ground maneuvers, and starting in 1936, for bombing
practice. While no formal base was created on the island, a great
deal of equipment and armaments were moved there, and bombing
practice lasted for decades. ... In the summer of 1970, the residents
of Culebra began non-violent protests with a goal of ending its naval
occupation. For seven months, they marched, held sit-ins, and
created blockades, and finally the Navy agreed to phase out their
use of the island as a testing ground. By 1975, the Navy had cleared
out of Culebra. But in their wake they left behind lots of gear,
including several massive tanks. While much of it was cleaned up,
the huge tanks could not be moved and were simply left to rust. The
salty sea winds worked on the metal, causing it to rust and crumble
and the locals took to covering the abandoned hulks in layers of
paint. Today the tanks remain and have become a unique feature of
the otherwise pristine beach. New graffiti is continually added atop
the old, giving the old war machines an almost cheerful new
life." (from the AtlasObscura website)

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* LOOK FOR OUR CAR CRUISES AND ACTIVITIES ADVENTURES STARTING IN OCTOBER *
STANDING COMMITTEE NEWS:

Jane Bersie, Chairperson
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

westshoresailclub.org/events

WE'RE ON HIATUS UNTIL THE FALL. BUT IN THE MEANTIME...
There are some learn-to-sail and learn-to-race opportunities for
junior sailors (age 8 and up) at one of our sister clubs—GIYC.
Check out the flyers and use the QR codes to learn about these
great opportunities. Our own WSSC PC 2024 Anita Bersie-
Chabalowski is one of the racing coaches.

Sincerely,

Jane Bersie, Activities Committee Chairperson
bersi001@yahoo.com

C--.u,_n..-.'nm

S55E; GIYC JUNIOR
L SAILING
‘%'o )

T Ccv

Enlarge the page
and scan these

JUNIOR®
SAILING

a/mne/2026
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esteBy o .
Cabenis i fodagnitia QR codes for more

SSuTITIer racing pragram ‘ information.

WSSC 2025/2026 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

JANUARY 8
MMWWI Change of Watch at the GMM
LEARN & SAIL FEBRUARY 15

nand: on retructon i (gt

and LCA Dinghves bor

o AR hevets

BUILD SKILLS & CONFIDENCE

Do Ladng iy, mamech

Toledo Walleye Hockey

MARCH 29
WSSC tours of Little Caesar's Arena
with PC Dave Monk

APRIL 11
Car Cruise to the Commodore's Ball!

MAY 7
Annual SWAP MEET before and after the meeting
at Whiskeys on the Water

MAY 9
ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE AT 3PM
(after the racing buoy launch)
at PC Carver and Lady Allison Dumke's, Grosse lle

[June—September on hiatus]

OCTOBER
Wed. Oct. 21 Car Cruise to
WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT

Car Cruise to WSSC ANNUAL HARVESTeFEST
Sat. Oct. 24 Car Cruise to HarvestFest
Sloppy Joe Pot Luck @ Hayride
and S'MORE FUN than a barrel of sailors!

NOVEMBER
Car Cruise to Thursday Burger Night at MBC

DECEMBER 3

Activities Chairperson Jane is co-owner and sails Holiday Party and Charity Drive

with her family on FAMILY TRUCKSTER a J-92 30'

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Activities: Upcoming Event Information for WSSC, Sister Clubs, and Friends

TAKE YOUR SAILING
TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Join the GIYC Junior Race Team and

build advanced sailing skills, compete in
regattas, and be part of a high-energy

team on the water.

PROGRAM DETAILS

@ wiatvou'LLpo

€ whv o

AYC Carson Cup

August 16th st GIYC

3 E-LYA Traveler's Series Everts
I-AYA Juricr Champiorshp Regatta

&

Chd boats
ovalable

Parertt involvernent
required (regattas,
ransport, suppoet)

SCHEDULE Advanced race traning & tactics GIYC's racing program helps
TMua 26) . ? n\;:rsdays Compete in regional regattas sailors grow their skills, have fun,
s-o(y) PM - ;%O PM Build teamwork & confidence and become part of 8 competitive
AGES Travel and meet sadors from salling community while
Pri 13-18 across the region developing teamwork,

X, - persistence, and confidence
Ages 10-12 by appication COST - watar .
c”"w?m L GIYC Members: $500 R

imary g =2

ILCA / Laser Non-Members: $550 = —%3/"3 4@
(based on interest) Regatta foes not included e e e/ N
RACING EVENTS IMPORTANT

@ rsaling@giyc.com

SAIL FAST. LEARN MORE. RACE HARD.

~racing

SCAN TO REGISTER!

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS

COMMODORE'S BALL

AN EVENING OF HONOR
AND ELEGANCE:

’ Every April, WSSC members
and friends get together to
celebrate one of the most
anticipated and memorable
evenings of the year—the
Commodore’s Ball. An
elegant tradition filled with
joy, friendship, and honor,
this special event
recognizes the newly
elected Bridge and proudly
celebrates the new
Commodore and his Lady
as they begin their year
representing the Club.

The Commodore’s Ball is much more than a formal
gathering: it is a reflection of the spirit and unity that make
the West Shore Sail Club community so special. Guests arrive
dressed in formal attire, while Past Commodores proudly
wear their traditional blue or black formal jacket, adding a
timeless touch of prestige to the evening. Surrounded by
glamorous décor, sparkling chandeliers, fine wine,
champagne, and exquisite cuisine, the venue transforms into
a sophisticated atmosphere where lasting memories are
made.

This year’s theme, "Casino Night," brought excitement
and elegance together perfectly. Members and guests
enjoyed a variety of recreational casino-style games designed
purely for fun and entertainment. Laughter filled the room as
friends gathered around gaming tables, while others danced
the night away to the incredible music of the DJ. Many
guests also enjoyed simply
relaxing with cocktails in hand,
sharing stories, reconnecting with
friends, and meeting new
members of the sailing
community.

For me, personally, this year's
Commodore’s Ball was especially
meaningful, as my husband, Todd
Harris, was the Commodore being
honored. Preparing such an
important event was both exciting
and emotional, and it would not
have been possible without the
extraordinary dedication of the
Commodore’s Ball Committee. Every single person
contributed their time, creativity, and energy to make the
evening a success. Their teamwork was truly impressive as
the entire venue was transformed into an elegant casino-
themed ballroom in just one hour before the event began.

Every detail of the décorwas carefully planned to create
an authentic Casino Night experience, ensuring that guests

farmmAIIININT'S

L) BAl L?.O?G fod
CASINO NIGHT °

$80.00

1LV
AL

mother and sister.

Traveling from Mexico for the special event were honored
guests Irasema Tovar and Irasema Gonzalez, Lady Maria's for many years to come.
Special guest and Spanish
translator, Jessica Mendez, helped MC Don Baumgartner make
sure everyone could follow the program and enjoy the Ball!

Maria Gonzalez, Chairperson

immediately felt immersed in the
glamorous atmosphere. From elegant
table settings to dazzling decorations
and entertainment, the venue
perfectly captured the excitement
and sophistication of the evening.

One of the greatest honors of the
night was welcoming guests
representing the commodores from
Sister Clubs: EBMYC, GYC, NCYC, FYC,
and specials thanks to the dignitaries
from AYC. It was truly special to meet and celebrate with
them, and their presence demonstrated the strong
friendships and support shared among sailing clubs
throughout the community.

The most meaningful moment of the evening was the
presence of Past Commodore Dick Synowiec and Lady Bertie,
who hold a very special place in the history of the Club. They
were the first couple ever honored at the very first
Commodore’s Ball, making their attendance this year
especially significant. Their presence beautifully connected
the Club’s rich traditions with the present celebration,
reminding everyone of the legacy and strong sense of
community that continue to define this cherished event.
Their attendance added even more prestige, warmth, and
meaning to an already unforgettable evening.

A big thank you goes to all members and non-members
who purchased tickets and attended the Ball. Your support
allows events like this to continue year after year, keeping
alive the traditions, friendships, and sense of community that
make the West Shore Sail Club so unique.

Special appreciation also goes to all the Past
Commodores who attended and celebrated alongside
Commodore Todd and Lady Maria.
Your encouragement, presence, and
continued support meant so much
and made the evening even more
remarkable for our community.

Now that May has arrived, the
excitement already begins again as
preparations start for next year’s
Commodore’s Ball. We look forward

] to continuing this beautiful tradition

of joy, elegance, and camaraderie
language Thank you to everyone who
helped make such a memorable
success. We cannot wait to see
everyone again next year; and please do not forget to
support the 50/50 raffle, helping us continue this
extraordinary tradition for future celebrations.

Sincerely,
Lady Maria Gonzalez, Chairperson
wssccomb@gmail.com

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Parade of Commodores & Dignitaries

ASSOCIATED YACHT CLUBS ELBA-MAR BOAT CLUB FORD YACHT CLUB GROSSE ILE YACHT CLUB

Rear Commodore Past Commodore David Monk Rear Commodore Past Commodore
Anthony Cebull (WSSC PC 2017/2018) David Butterfield Mark Sawka
and Lady Lucy and Amy O'Leary and Lady Bridget and Lady Sheree Duff,

i it

Y : e S o - I -
NORTH CAPE YACHT CLUB WSSC Past Commodore 1973 WSSC Past Commodore 2008
Past Commodore and and Founding Member Jody Larrow
AYC Sail Fleet Captain Dick Synowiec and Becky McNew
Bill Pribe and Lady Bertie Synowiec
and Lady Donna

(continued next page))

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Photo Fun from the Commodore's Ball—Parade of Commodores & Dignitaries (continued)

A

E > A E 7 : Sz g — —
WSSC Past Commodore 2012 WSSC Past Commodore 2013 WSSC Past Commodore 2019 WSSC Past Commodore 2020
Chuck Laskey and Carver Dumke Lance Yee Tim Lozon
Lady Phae Laskey and Lady Allison Dumke and Lady Christy Yee and Lady Cindy Lozon

- L |8 e i ..'..-. b v . . . :\‘
. WSSC Past Commodore 2021 WSSC Past Com WSSC Past Commodore 2024

modore 2023
Russell Sims Michael Ingrody Anita Bersie-Chabalowski and
and Lady Heather Sims and Lady Naseem Bokhari Gentleman Alec Chabalowski

v, T

. ol
WSSC 2026 Vice Commodore
Mike Soltis and
WSSC 2026 Rear Commodore
Lana Hawkins

WSSC Past Commodore 2025
Jonathan Cotter
and Lady Helena Thornton

WSSC 2026 Commodore
Todd Harris and
Lady Maria Gonzalez

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Photo Fun from the Commodore's Ball—A toast congratulating our newest Commodore!

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS:
CLUB HISTORIAN

YOU WERE THERE—THE SPIRIT OF '76 RACE: 50 (yes 50!) years ago, West Shore
Sail Club held a long distance race in celebration of our nation's bicentennial. 50 years
later, these three intrepid sailors remember racing in our "Spirit of '76" race. Pictured
are sailor Lea Ellwood-Filkins (crewed on Rainbow Darter), PC Mike Jablonski
(skippered the old Lickety Split), and PC Dick Synowiec (skippered Bumble Bee).

The ancient commemorative t-shirt, pictured at right, was excavated from the
historical archives by past Historian, PC 1979 Mike Jablonski.

The Spirit of '76 Race got it's name not only in honor of 1776 and the founding of
our nation, but for its 76 kilometer course.

Sincerely,
Lea Ellwood-Filkins, Club Historian
leaef@ameritech.net

SEND YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES TO THE STARBOARD TACK NEWSLETTER wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO OF A WSSC ACTIVITY OR EVENT?
A DRAMATIC RESCUE AT SEA? A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET ON THE WATER? A BORING DAY WITH NO WIND BUT A GREAT CREW?

Submit your photos to Starboard Tack Editor at wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com. Photos will be shared on the "Member
Photo Fun" and the "Activities" pages in upcoming issues of the Starboard Tack.
Be an "On-the-Spot Reporter" for the Starboard Tack and get the coveted LifeSavers Award!

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: THE STARBOARD TACK — Editor Lea Ellwood-Filkins

IT'S NOT JUST CANDY AND CAPTIONS: Here at the Tack we take our clever photo captions

o and our LifeSavers Awards 'seriously’, reports Starboard Tack Editor, Lea Ellwood-Filkins. But
the stories, flyers, calendars, and all the other news and information that goes into

3 the Tack is very important, too. THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE THE DRIVING

b FORCE BEHIND WHAT GETS REPORTED HERE. If you have club news and

events to share, if you have a story idea, if you have photos of club members

and friends (especially action photos!), please share them. In reality, ALL of our

members can be "on staff" at the Starboard Tack. Welcome Aboard!

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS:
MEMORY ALBUM IN OUR 53RD YEAR

vNN hNN hWN hNM

* WE STILL NEED A CHAIRPERSON—ARE YOU AVAILABLE?

THE MEMORIES OF
WEST SHORE SAIL CLUB
ALL IN ONE PLACE!

For 54 years, the family
of West Shore Sail Club
has shared
unforgettable moments
together; from sailing
adventures and races to
laughter-filled
celebrations, and
lifelong friendships. One
of the most treasured
traditions that keeps
these memories alive is
our beautiful Club
Memory Album.

It was during the Club’s
40th Anniversary that
the club picture book was updated with true work of art. Its
wooden covers were delicately hand-carved by one of our
Life Members, Frank Pavia, creating a timeless treasure that
reflects the heart and history of WSSC.

Over the years, the Memory Alboum became part of
countless meetings and events, traveling from one activity to
another so members could add their own personal touch
designing pages filled with photographs, stories, and
memories that captured the spirit of our Club. Every page
tells a story. Every photo reflects friendship, adventure, and
the joy of belonging to the WSSC community.

A few years ago, we began searching for members willing
to donate their time and creativity to continue this
meaningful tradition. The Memory Album has always been
more than just a book — it is a connection between
generations of members, keeping the WSSC family together
through shared memories and experiences.

NOW, THE MEMORY ALBUM IS ENTERING A NEW ERA:
As technology continues to grow and electronic access
becomes part of everyday life, we are excited to begin
preserving these
wonderful memories
digitally through the Club
website. Soon, members
will be able to access the
Memory Album anytime
and anywhere using their
member password.
Imagine visiting friends or
family and being able to
instantly share the
incredible memories,
events, and traditions of
West Shore Sail Club with

Lady Ruby Neylans shows newer
members how to start their memory
book pages. It's fun!

just a few clicks. Whether
you want to relive fun
moments from past
activities or introduce
someone to the amazing
WSSC community, your
memories will always be
close at hand.

At this time, our
Commodore is serving as
the Memory Album Keeper,
helping preserve this
cherished tradition.
However, we would love to
welcome
new
volunteers
who would
enjoy
bringing joy,
creativity,
and
dedication
to this
special role.
If you feel
inspired to
help keep this
tradition
alive, please
let us know;
we would be delighted to
show you how nice and fun
this responsibility can be.

And now we have a few
fun questions for everyone: Do |
you know how many pages the
Memory Book has?

When was the last time you updated your page?

Would you enjoy a special Memory Book activity during
our September or October meeting?

Let’s continue creating opportunities to enjoy the
Memory Album together, while we make new ones, and
maybe discover a new member who would love to help care
for this beautiful tradition in the years ahead.

Because memories are not just moments from the past:
they are the stories that continue to unite the family of West
Shore Sail Club for generations to come.

Pictured above is the beautiful wood-
carved cover of the WSSC Memory
Album, created by Life Member Frank

Pavia for the 40th Anniversary of the club.

The Memory Album
travels in its own
little "trailer" to
meetings and club
events.

(Story submitted by Lady Maria Gonzalez)

Commodore Todd Harris
(Acting) Memory Album Keeper

Members and friends looking at the beautiful WSSC club album created by Life Member Frank Pavia for the 40th
Anniversary of the club. Members add photo memories to their pages with each new sailing season.

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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From The Webmaster Lana Hawkins

STARBOARD TACK ON THE WEB: Your
March and April Starboard Tacks are
accessible from the website.

WEBSITE IDEAS: | have a few big
ideas for the website and I’ll be asking
Patti Duffett, our WSSC Executive
Secretary, to help implement these. If
you have ideas about the website,
please share them by sending an email
to me at web@westshoresailclub.org

WE'RE BUSY ALL YEAR AT WSSC—
CHECK OUT THE EVENTS ON THE
WSSC CALENDAR: All WSSC events
that | am aware of are on the website
calendar. Visit the calendar at
https://westshoresailclub.org/events/

Events are updated as | get new
information so if you have new or
better information please email me with that information.

https://www.westcshoresailclub.org
wsscweb48183@gmail.com or
web@westshoresailclub.org

GOOGLE PHONE NUMBER: The webmaster has secured a
google voice number for "free" to use on the racing buoys.
The phone Number for WSSC (734) 288-7885.

CREW! A FORM FOR YOU! A
Crew Sign-up Form was added so
we can connect people looking to
sail with sailboats and captains.
When you fill out the form the
information goes the Membership
Officer. Todd Duffett will contact
members about interested sailors. |
put this page on the menu under
Join! If you have a better idea for
where it should go please let me
know. (Also the form doesn't send a "received" email to the
person that filled it out.)

WEBMASTER EMAIL: The official email for the webmaster
is web@westshoresailclub.org. If you need anything updated
on the website or see mistakes, please let me know so | can
fix it asap. | do check emails often. Also let me know if you
have suggestions for the site.

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need the password
for the Member Login section, please contact the
Membership Officer via email at

wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Lana Hawkins, Webmaster
web@westshoresailclub.org

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK for photos, news,
n event updates, and more!

www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub

VISIT OUR WEBSITE for links to calendars,
@Qmembership, newsletters, and more!

www.westshoresailclub.org

[

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM
@ for photos from our races,
cruises, and other events!
www.instagram.com/
westshoresailclub/

;vb
by

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS — NEWS & INFORMATION

BoatUS/WEST MARINE Rep. PC Doug Howe
See benefits at: https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/membership g .
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe at dlhowe@wowway.com Boatus

I-LYA (INTER-LAKE YACHTING ASSOCIATION) Rep. PC Kathy Howe
See I-LYA website for the latest schedules and updates https://i-lya.org/ Inter-Lake Yachting
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON I-LYA CONTACT Kathy Howe at Association

kahowe@wowway.com

PHRF-LE (Performance Handicap Racing Fleet-Lake Erie) (Measurers PC Doug Howe & PC Dick Synowiec)
The PHRF-LE website is www.phrf-le.org PHRF LE
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PHRF-LE CONTACT Doug Howe at d1lhow@wowwya.com :.”___

U.S. SAILING.ORG Rep. PC Doug Howe

The US Sailing website is https://www.ussailing.org/
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe d1howe@wowway.com.

Gsl

SAILING

GLOBAL ENTRY (Canadian Customs and U.S. Customs & Border Protection /USA RE-ENTRY) Rep. PC Doug Howe

For information on DTOPS decal go to https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov/home

For CBP ROAM information go to https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/

For NEXUS information go to https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/

To find helpful links on our club website westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe d1howe@wowway.com.

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS — NEWS & INFORMATION (continued)

BOATING ACROSS
—»THE BORDER * —

LAKE ST. CLAIR, DETROIT RIVER & BEYOND

. CANADIAN BOATERS g U.S. BOATERS
¥, 7GOING TO THE UNITED STATES — GOING TO CANADA

REPORY TO THE CANADA BORDER SERVICES AGENCY (CBSA)

USE CBP ROAM APP

All travelers emering Canada by boat must report to CBSA
CBP ROAM is a free app that allows )
ad you to your arrival into the U.S. without delay once they stop or enter to land.
from your boat ~ quick, easy and paperiess. You MUST report if you:
HOW IT WORKS (L =% ‘ ‘ B] k}
Anchor Dock or Tie up to Refuel Let people
© DOWNLORD THE aPP 1 e
Got CBP ROAM from the App Store - —_— _
or Google Play. ‘ if you are ONLY passing through Canadian waters WITHOUT
uopp‘ngorimmlnq-mr\'dlonpm.r ] )
. o CREATE AN ACCOUNT OFTION 1 « CALL IN DMOST COMMON) OFTION 2 -~ REPORT IN PERSON
& Set file and add
u»:kmp:;u info g Calt the CBSA Telephone Pull up 10 a designated
) Reporting Centre. ﬁ CBSA marine repcrting
© suBMIT YOUR REPORT 1-888-226-7277 S
1 Submit your arrival report befoce « Captain makes the call Lo‘*b'és“ -
arriving in the U.S. You'll receive * Have all info ready ot marines and
an electronic response. * Everyone else stays on the boat reporting sites.
They will ask for:
© RECEIVE APPROVAL o Nemes, DOB & citizenship WHAT YOU NEED
@ If approved, you'll get a “Proceed 1o « Purpose of visit « Passport or accepted ID
the U.5.” message. Keep this with * Length of stay for everyone
you while traveling. « Goods, slcohel, ete. « Bo admissible to Canada
* Boat iInformation * Declare ab alkcohol,
tobacco, goods, et
IMPORTANT You'll receive a report number o NO visa required for
* Subemet your report up 10 24 hours in advance. - you're good to go. U.S. eltizens
* Have passports/ID for everyone on board.
» You may be selected for addnional inspection. A FARLURE TO REPORT WHEN REQUIRED CAN RESULT IN:
Fines starting at $1,000 « Boat selzure + Criminal charges

OFFICIAL APP OF U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

MORE INFO: ww'w.chaa-asfogec.ca. ) 1-888

ww Waov | CBP ROAM Age

o NEXUS MEMBERS: Alternative reportion procedures may be available when all passengers are members
Visit chsa-vi=-asfc.gc.a or cbp.gov for full details

&= U.S. BOATERS ‘ds.  CANADIAN BOATERS
— GOING TO THE UNITED STATES N GOING TO CANADA
REPORT TO THE CANADA BORDER SERVICES AGENCY
BPR AM APP All avelers ertering Canads by boat rmust repert 10 CESA without
CBP USEC » o Z Selay once thay 2o o sater to land
ROAM B s Ve P .- You MUST report if you:
Submit your arrival report before i’ * m *
- arriving in the U.S. ' ' i J
Anchor Ooch o Teww L) Lt prigin
IMPORTANT i you are ONLY passing through Canadian waters WITHOUT
* SR your report up 10 29 howrs i advance. Hopping or interacting ~ no need 0 report
= ot oy oo o addiotat Imipant SPTON 1 CALL I OOST Colaox
b adocd ..o - Call 1-898-226-7277 Report ot & CHSA
~ - ——- (Captan makes he col) marine reporting dock.
OFFICIAL APP OF LS. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION You'D reteive § repert aumber Spesk with an officer
www.chpgov | COP ROAM App WHAT YOU NEED. P 10 foe ever .0

Be admissbile to Canada « No visa required for Canadians

v Carry required safety equpment
v Chock weather and water conditions
V' Respect the Bosder and owr ks

BOAT SAFE
BOAT SMART |vinanissine

ENJOY OUR WATERWAYS. BE PREPARED. FOLLOW THE RULES. HAVE A GREAT DAY!

Thank you to Patti Duffett for sharing this informational post.

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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THE WSSC "CORKBOARD"

BAKERY AND COFFEE ShoP

Enjoy our full Espresso bar!

VEE

Fresh bread, donuts, pies,
cookies, and pastries.

Custom cakes. Seasonal treats.
2636 W. Jefferson Ave

Trenton. M| 48183
734-676-1940
elliottsbakery.com

HOURS

Mon-Frt 6am-6pom
Sat. Gam-5:30pm
Sure Closed

Thank you to Elliott's Bakery and Coffee Shop for your support over the years of

our birthday celebrations. Your support makes our meetings quite delicious!

-

Thank you to this month's
photo contributors: Lady Maria
Gonzalez, Commodore Todd
Harris, Patti Duffett, Ana Kukla,
and Maria Gonzalez.

We couldn't do what we do
without YOU!

WSSC CRUISE SIGN-UP SHEET:

*Be sure to fill out the cruising sign up
sheet once you know which cruises you plan
to attend. Here is the link for the form
(you can CTRL+click on the 1link or copy and
paste the address into your web browser):

https://westshoresailclub.org/wp—content/
uploads/2025/11/2025-Cruising-Log.xlsx

LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY

If you would like a copy of any letter for your cruising plans, send an email
with your request to WSSC Secretary at wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com

STARBOARD TACK is the monthly newsletter of the West Shore Sail Club, Trenton, Michigan.
PUBLISHED 12 times annually, with a combined issue for June/July and a "calendar only" issue in late July. DISTRIBUTION by email to WSSC members, racers,
and friends of the club, by posting to the club's Facebook page, and on the public section of the WSSC website. ARTICLE AND AD DEADLINE IS FIRST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. Submit all written information in Word or compatible format. Submit ads, graphics, photos in JPG, PNG, or PDF format. Please
submit "high quality" (at least 600x600) graphics and photos. Contact Editor for ADVERTISING PRICES, SIZING, and DISCOUNT SCHEDULE. (Classified Ads for
members are free.) The Starboard Tack is published mid-month.
SUBMIT articles, classifieds, ads, and other information to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WSSC CONTACTS for 2026

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ‘ indicates Board of Directors

OFFICE OFFICER l EMAIL

I Commodore * Todd Harris

[ Vice Commodore * Mike Soltis

[*] Rear Commodore * Lana Hawkins
Secretary * Patti Duffett
Treasurer * Michael Fluegemann
Membership Officer Todd Duffett

Director *
Director *

PC 2017/2018 David Monk
PC 2012 Chuck Laskey

STANDING AND OTHER COMMITTEES * indicates Standing Committee

OFFICE / COMMITTEE / ACTIVITY or EVENT CONTACT . EMAIL

*Activities Chairperson

Advertising (ad placement)

*Audit Committee

Boat U.S. Representative

Budget Committee

Bylaws Committee

Club Memory (Anniversary) Album
Commodore's Ball Committee Chairperson
*Cruising Committee Chairperson
Cruising Log Master

Fleet Captain—Cruising

Fleet Captain—Racing (WNATR)

Fleet Captain—Racing (Specialty Races)
Facebook Page Administrator

Historian

I-LYA Delegate

M.C. (Commodore's Ball and Special Events
Master of Ceremonies)

Meeting Programs

Membership Brochures
Newsletter Editor (Starboard Tack)
Nomination Committee

*Past Commodores Committee
Co-Chairpersons

PHRF-LE Delegate
PHRF-LE Measurer

Port Captains: Cruising Events
Port Captains: Specialty Races
*Racing Committee Chairperson
Social Media Moderator

Swap Meet Chairperson
Webmaster

Website Committee Chairperson

WNATR Racing Committee Boat Chairperson

www.westshoresailclub.org

Jane Bersie

Starboard Tack Editor
Treasurer

PC Doug Howe

Executive Committee

Past Commodores Committee
We need a volunteer!
Mariajose (Maryjo) Gonzalez
Rear Commodore

Rear Commodore

We need a volunteer!

PC Chris McCardell

PC Chris McCardell

(contact through WSSC Facebook page)
Lea Ellwood-Filkins

PC Kathy Howe

Rear Commodore

Todd Duffett

Lea Ellwood-Filkins

Past Commodores Committee

PC Carver Dumke (Co-Chairperson)
PC Dave Monk (Co-Chairperson)
We need a volunteer!

PC Dick Synowiec
PC Doug Howe

wssccommodore@gmail.com
wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com
wsscfinancial@gmail.com
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com
david.monk@hotmail.com
claskey1954@yahoo.com

bersi001@yahoo.com
WSSCstarboardtack@gmail.com
wsscfinancial@gmail.com

dlhowe@wowway.com

send photos to joncotter@att.net
wssccomb@gmail.com
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com

wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com

courtofficer@att.net
courtofficer@att.net

leaef@ameritech.net

kahowe@wowway.com

wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com
wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com
wssccommodore@gmail.com

cadumke@gmail.com
david.monk@hotmail.com

cptsnickl@gmail.com
dlhowe@wowway.com

(see information on each Event in the Rear Commodore section or on our website)

(see information on each Event in the Vice Commodore section or on our website)

Vice Commodore
Executive Committee
PC Doug Howe

Lana Hawkins

Commodore
Fleet Captain—Racing

wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com

dlhowe@wowway.com

web@westshoresailclub.org -or-
wsscweb48138@gmail.com

wssccommodore@gmail.com
courtofficer@att.net (Chris McCardell)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WSSC ROLLING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WSSC Meetings & Events
RED indicates WNATR racing event — BLUE indicates cruising event — ORANGE indicates specialty racing event — PURPLE indicates activities committee event

Date & Time and Location

Event Contact

JUNE 2026

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Jun. 4 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water
PROGRAM: (TBD)

Meeting: Commodore
Program: Rear Commodore

Starboard Tack DEADLINE for June/July issue

Jun. 7 *Sunday—11:59:59pm for June Starboard Tack
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

Starboard Tack Editor

TYC Mills Trophy Race (AYC)

Jun. 5-7 *Friday-Sunday (Toledo Harbor Light to Put-in-Bay)

Toledo Yacht Club & Storm Trysail Club

Opening of the Island (Grosse lle)

Jun. 6-8 Opening of the Island and Blessing of the Fleet
AMBC—FYC—GIYC—GLSBC—SBC—SSBC—WRYCC

Cruising Award Pre-Registrations Due

Jun. 10—Registration form on WSSC website

Cruising Log Master (Rear Commodore)

WNATR - Spring #3

Jun. 10 *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

WNATR - Spring #4

Jun. 17 *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

FYC Night Race

Jun. 19 *Friday

Ford Yacht Club

Cruise #3: COMMODORE'S TEA

Jun. 19-21 *Friday-Sunday at Leamington Municipal Marina
(Leamington, Ontario, Canada)
Port Captain: PC Jonathan Cotter

Rear Commodore /
Fleet Captain-Cruising

Happy Father's Day!

Sunday June 21

FYC Solo Race

Jun. 22 *Monday

Ford Yacht Club

WNATR - Spring #5

Jun. 24 *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

JULY 2026

JULY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

(CANCELLED FOR JULY)

Commodore

WNATR - Summer #1

July 1 *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

WNATR - Summer #2

Jul. 8 *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

GIYC 91st Independence Race

Jul 4 *Saturday

Grosse lle Yacht Club

CYC 116th Chicago to Mackinac Race Jul. 11-13 *Saturday—Tuesday Chicago Yacht Club
[-LYA Junior Bay Week Jul. 12-16 *Sunday-Thursday at Put-in-Bay, Ohio I-LYA.org
WNATR Summer # 3 Jul. 15 *Wednesday—6:50pm Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

BYC 101st Port Huron to Mackinac Race Jul. 18-21 *Saturday-Tuesday Bayview Yacht Club
I-LYA Power Regatta Jul. 22-26 *Wednesday-Sunday at Put-in-Bay, Ohio I-LYA.org
WNATR Summer #4 Jul. 22 *Wednesday—6:50pm Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

GIYC 68th Downriver Race

Jul. 26 *Saturday—Windsor Yacht Club to GIYC

Grosse lle Yacht Club

[-LYA Bay Week Senior Sail Regatta

Jul. 29-Aug. 2 *Wednesday-Sunday at Put-in-Bay, Ohio

I-LYA.org/Put-In-Bay Yacht Club

WNATR Summer #5

Jul. 29 *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

Cruise #4: WEEK-LONG CRUISE
(Combined with I-LYA Senior Sail Bay Week)

www.westshoresailclub.org

Jul. 31-Aug. 2 *Friday-Sunday

Ports: Put-in-Bay Ohio to join I-LYA Senior Sail Bay Week in the

"Rendezvous" class (racing optional)
Cruising before and after is "TBD" by participants
Port Captains: (TBD)

JOIN FOR ALL OR A PORTION OF THIS CRUISING EVENT!

Rear Commodore /
Fleet Captain-Cruising

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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West Shore
Sail Club

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

e To promote the sport of sailing

and seamanship at a moderate
cost to the members

e To promote competitive aspects
of sailing

¢ To bring to the sailing family the
pleasure and good fellowship to
be found in yachting

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/



