Starboard Tack

CHANGE OF WATCH e JANUARY 8, 2026

Change of Watch Master of Ceremonies ............... PC 2017/2018 David Monk

RETIRING OFFICERS and CHAIRPERSONS COMMENDATION FOR SERVICE TO WSSC
These officers are thanked for their service to the club and officially relieved of duty

Activities Chairperson .......cccceeccveeeeccieeeeecieee e Amy Wright
Fleet Captain—Cruising .......ccccecvvveeeecrvreeeccieeeeenns Dave Wright
ACING TrEASUIEI ..ccceeveeeeecieeeeeettee e e ree e e eree e e e Mike Soltis
Acting Secretary ..., Jonathan Cotter

INTRODUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF FLEET CAPTAINS AND PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF OFFICE
Fleet Captain-CruiSiNg.......ccoceeeeeireeeeiiiieeeccieeeecieeeeecree e e
Fleet Captain-Racing .........cccceeeeuvnenn. PC 2002 Chris McCardell

INTRODUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF FLAG OFFICERS, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,
AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF OFFICE

DIRECTORS
[T Yot o] SRR PC 2012 Chuck Laskey

DIirector...ccccvvvvveiiiiiiiiiii PC 2017/2018 David Monk
(The Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore, and Treasurer also serve on the Board of Directors)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Membership Officer.......cccoeieiiiiiiciiieeceieeeee Todd Duffett
BT =] Michael Fluegemann
SECIELANY ..vveee ettt ettt e et Patti Duffett

(The Commodore, Vice Commodore, and Rear Commodore also serve on the Executive Committee)
FLAG OFFICERS

Rear Commodore........cccccvvvvviieeiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeees Lana Hawkins
Vice COMMOAOre ...couuueeeeiiiiiieeiiieee et Mike Soltis
COMMOAOTE ...t Todd Harris

PAST COMMODORE'S COMMENDATION FOR SERVICE TO WSSC AND PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF OFFICE
Past Commodore 2025 ........ccoovvvvvvveeeveieeeeennnns Jonathan Cotter

WSSC: promoting the sport of sailing and seamanship since 1972

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WSSC: promoting the sport of sailing and seamanship since 1972

NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5—SEE YOU THERE!

Message from retiring 2025 Commodore Jonathan Cotter

DEAR SAILORS, AND FRIENDS,
Happy New Year to all and | wish the
best of luck & good weather to the
new 2026 bridge!

Our new bridge appears ready,
happy, and overqualified to take it
on. Good luck to 2026 Commodore
Todd Harris and Lady Maria Jose,
whose relentless positivism makes
every event engaged, productive and

fun! I served for all my three years with 2026 Vice
Commodore Mike
Soltis, and 2026 Rear
Commodore (and
Webmaster) Lana
Hawkins. They have
been a great addition
to the WSSC tradition,
always bringing ideas
and a fresh perspective
to the chart table.

Our new Executive
Secretary Patti Duffett
will, without doubt,
bring her experience as
both sailor and secretary for more effective meetings (and

maybe keep the racing skippers on topic). At
Treasury, Michael Fluegemann’s technical
skills and racing crew resume are a great fit
for the team. To round out the team, with
Skipper Todd Duffett as Membership Officer
we are bound to do well reaching out to the
sailing community he knows so well. Thank

Some of the "old" Bridge on Family Truckster

2025 Commodore Jon sails JOLEE (a Nonsuch 26)
with Lady Helena Thornton

you all for stepping up. | look at
this bridge and exclaim “Oh
Baby!”

JOINING THE BRIDGE: It has
been my pleasure to serve West
Shore Sail Club and its members
for three fun-filled years on the
bridge. When | joined the Bridge,
it seemed like very good timing
with a levelheaded well-spoken
young couple PC Michael Ingrody
and Lady Nassem at the helm and my future racing-
knowledge mentor PC Anita Bersie-Chabalowski at Vice
Commodore. | was glad to see that this club had young,
smart people “in-charge” that | could learn the ropes (Jon
its "lines"!) from. As it
was, Anita had
recruited her super
cool and friendly mom,
Jane Bersie, as
Secretary. For a fun
first year | was at the
Bridge table between
Anita and her mom.
And of course, the rest
of the famous Family
Truckster crew skipper,
Alec Chabalowski, and past 50-50 champions, Ryan & Holly,
made contributions year-round. Thank you!

THE PCs, FOUNDERS AND HISTORIANS: Thank you to all
the long-term members of WSSC who have dedicated so
much time and effort into keeping the club strong with so
much accumulated sailing wisdom. At FYC, PC Doug and PC
Kathy Howe, PC Dick Synowiec, PC Carver Dumke and
Allsion, and Ted Wagg and Bernice put my boat in and out

Some of the new bridge on Go Baby!

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE F

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for these FEBRUARY & MARCH EVENTS

* February Meeting & Executive Committee Goals for 2026 *
Thursday, Feb. 5 at 7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water — 6:30pm social hour —7:30pm meeting

*Next Racing Committee Meeting — xxx *

* Next Cruising Committee Meeting xxx *

* Deadline for the FEBRUARY Starboard Tack articles, flyers, ads, photos is Friday, Feb. 6 *
Please send reports in .doc or .docx format and photos in .jpg or .jpeg format. Please identify photos with event and person.
Please send flyers in PowerPoint format so they can be edited if necessary for size or content.

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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2025 Commodore (continued)

innumerable times since 2010 and were happy to share friendly advice
and/or stern warnings even before | even knew what West Shore Sail
Club was.

We can all thank our illustrious and kind editor Lea Ellwood-Filkins
who has always been at the center of keeping WSSC in good graces and
publishing the fine Starboard Tack. Whether | like it or not she has also
given me new appreciation for parliamentary procedure. PC Brother
John Filkins, thank you for being the calm in our sometimes-stormy
Lake Erie. Two-time PC Dave Monk has been always been generous at
sharing his knowledge of history and protocols of our yachting
community and the history of the western shore of Lake Erie. And for
History of the club many thanks to PC Mike Jablonski, and to Frank
Pavia for providing such a beautiful memory book.

Before we joined, PC John Kukla and Lady Ana were our dock
neighbors at FYC in their first boat, just as they started on their rise to
cruising fame. PC Dick Shackleford was just some guy we met at the
Woodbridge Pub in Detroit occasionally. PC Harvey Spriggs, PC Sue
Spriggs, PC Fred Krabach and Brenda Woodruff were all encouraging
characters sharing wisdom and true tales at the FYC bar. Once we knew
they were all WSSC, it all came together. When Helena and | finally
joined up at Mr. Nicks basement in 2019 the first couple we met at the
The usual suspects on a hot day in Huron bar were PC Tim Lozon and Lady Cindy. A very memorable event during
the pandemic was a chance crossing of paths with Lozon’s flagship
Minx under sail out by the splitter in 2020. Along with Stev-o and
Angela McKeith, good times were ahead either by land or by sea!

THE CRUISERS: Besides the members of the oft-cruised-together
Bridge of 2025, it has been a pleasure sailing and learning from our
diverse crew of sailors at FYC, TBM, and GBY; Don Baumgartner, Fleet
Captain-Cruising Dave & Amy Wright, PC Jody Larrow & Becky, PC Lance
Yee & Lady Christie, PC Chuck & Lady Phae, Karen & Gayle Laughner,
Barb Mainzinger, Scott & Carrie Guideau, and John & Joan Samuelson—
ALL good hands on this packet ship of sailors! Don’s martinis and “No
Agenda” are a powerful combination. Thank you also to Tim Steffke for
all the trawler rides back and forth to our “beloved” buoys. Without
WSSC | would never have had the pleasure of getting to know our
independent group of sailors downriver at Toledo Beach and MBC —
including PC Peggy & Dan Williamson, Alan & Amy Klinkenberger, and
John McCallum and (rest in peace) brave Amy Stout. Thanks all for the
camaraderie, we will continue!

THE RACERS: As a happy-go-lucky day-sailor, | was sometimes
intimidated by racing sailors (so serious and driven) until | got to race
with them. It’s been a pleasure learning more from many of the racers
at FYC and GIYC; PC Russell & Heather Sims, Andrew Lozon, Burt Parker,)

Matt Dubois and Rick & Kelly Bohl. The Duffett’s Go
Baby nearly T-boning my little LHC Committee Boat
opened my eyes to fun starts, bad start lines, and
Helena swearing like a sailor! And all my new spinnaker
rigging experience is special thanks to Chris McCardell
shanghaiing me for crew on True Love, despite Jolee
not even having a jib.
Lastly but certainly not least, thank you to lovely
Helena Thornton for being a great second mate and
skipper and patient advisor for three years!
SIGNING OFF.
HELM’S-A-LEE!
Lozons' Minx from 2020 Sincerely, WNATR on True Love with Fleet Captain-
2025 Commodore Jon Cotter Racing Chris McCardell and The Rainbow!

The Port Huron bridge fleet

Cruising for ice cream in Sandusky

Cruising for ice cream in Leamington

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PREVIOUS YEAR WRAP-UP REPORT

Before the Change of Watch, 2025 Commodore Cotter gave the Executive Committee's
annual wrap-up report, as required by the Constitution and Bylaws.

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PREVIOUS YEAR WRAP-UP REPORT (continued)

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WELCOMING ABOARD 2026 COMMODORE TODD HARRIS

and LADY MARIA JOSE GONZALEZ TOVAR

| PROBABLY FIRST GOT THE IDEA IN MY HEAD TO
LEARN HOW TO SAIL while boating with friends on
White Lake in West Michigan as a kid. I'm not from a
sailing family. My family enjoyed swimming, fishing,
and water skiing. It wasn't until years later that |
decided to pursue my childhood dream by taking up
sailing.
I've been an automotive interior seating Engineer
for most of my career. As any good Engineer, | drafted a
plan to learn about sailing and then put it into action.
First were the basic skills and practical knowledge. |
took a bunch of ASA “hands-on” classes and read
everything | could find about cruising and racing. In
2003, | contacted SailTime Detroit: Premier Sailing Club & ASA Certified Sailing
School to inquire about learning to sail. My introduction to sailing was mostly on a
2001 Hunter 33. | built my confidence over the years through day sails on Lake St.
Clair and slowly built up the courage to venture south to Lake Erie - to the Islands
and Sandusky (Cedar Point). | even stopped off at Toledo Beach one time.

My lovely wife, Lady Maria, came into my life in 2011 while | was on
assignment in Saltillo, Mexico (North of Monterrey). Her degree was in
Communications (major in childhood development) and she spent 15 years as a
professor teaching future preschool teachers.

Together, we found West Shore Sail Club while searching for our future boat.
WSSC past Commodore Lance and Lady Christy Yee had posted their Catalina 30
on the WSSC Facebook group page back in 2021 and we jumped at the chance to
go "all in". We currently hail from Safe Harbor Toledo Beach Marina where we’ve
polished her up and christened her
"Fandango" during the 2023 sailing season.

LADY MARIA AND | HAVE BEEN A
MEMBERS OF WSSC FOR THE PAST FOUR
YEARS, during which time we have actively
participated in numerous club events. Her
involvement has grown into a leadership role
as Chairperson of the Commodore’s Ball
Committee as well as host for the Memorial
Day Weekend Cruise for the last few years.

This year, I’'m looking forward to being your
2026 Commodore.

Sincerely,
2026 Commodore Todd Harris
wssccommodore@gmail.com

Inside This Issue

Commodore’s News 2
Vice Commodore’s News (Racing) 7
LHC Sponsors page 9
Rear Commodore’s News (Cruising) 10
Secretary's News 11
Treasurer’s News 12
Membership Officer's News 13
Birthdays 14
Membership Meeting Photo Fun 15
Standing Committees 16
Other Committees 18
Rep's & Affiliates News: BoatUS 20
Rep's & Affiliates News: I-LYA 20
Rep's & Affiliates News: PHRF-LE 20
Rep's & Affiliates News: US Sailing 20
Global Entry Information 20
Photo Fun Break

CorkBoard including Advertising, ”n
and Racing, Cruising, Event Flyers

Caption Contest

Club Contacts & CALENDAR 23

mailing list, contact the Secretary at wsscsecretary@gmail.com

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

FIRST THURSDAYS (except as noted on club calendar)
Social Gathering starts at 7:00PM ... MEETING starts at 7:30PM
Meetings are typically "hybrid" = LIVE at Whiskeys on the Water and on ZOOM

LIVE MEETING LOCATION: WHISKEYS ON THE WATER at 2903 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, at the southeast corner of Oak and Biddle.
Meeting will be held in the upstairs space — there is an elevator available. Enjoy the upstairs bar. COME EARLY AND ENJOY DINNER
before (or during) the meeting. The whole menu is available starting at 6:30 and throughout the evening.

Online "ZOOM" MEETING LOCATION is emailed by the Secretary to Members and Friends the week of the meeting. To get on our

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* NEXT RACING COMMITTEE MEETING ON WEDNESDAY FEB. 25 *

Message from retiring 2025 Vice Commodore Todd Harris

LOOKING BACK—AND LOOKING
FORWARD: Looking back, | realize that |
was quite busy this past year! Most of
my effort went into organizing and
hosting the WSSC Specialty Races and
afterglows. | had no idea how difficult it
would be and how much work goes
into fundraising! This involved
canvasing the “West Shore” with
wingman Jody Larrow (aka "Stinger") —
dressed in “Whites”. The Lighthouse
Challenge went off without a hitch with
help and assistance setting up the LHC
afterglow from Mike Soltis and Lana
Hawkins. During the LHC Race, | also
served as committee boat for my first
time.

Fleet Captain—Racing

Racing Committee

wSssC

Lighthouse . .

Challenge In Spr-lng,. | r'ggEd my_mast after
Regatta overhauling it with LED lights, halyards,

and a new forestay/roller furler. |
co-hosted the WSSC Memorial Day
Cruise with Lady Maria at Toledo
Beach. Over the Summer, | enjoyed day
sails out of Toledo Beach / Safe Harbor
with my wife Maria, our family and our friends.

During 2025, | joined all of the WSSC cruises (going to
Leamington solo). | was Port Captain at Middle Bass during
the Week-Long Cruise, which | doublehanded with Jody
Larrow. | facilitated the Racing Committee which revamped
the courses this year and joined both the Buoy Drop and
Haul-out. For the WNATR races, | sighed on again as crew
(spinnaker trim) aboard Hustle with PC Russell Sims.

Throughout the year | received great advice and support
from 2025 Commodore Jonathan Cotter — including
silkscreen T-shirt printing! Join me in wishing him well in his
post-Commodore years.

My focus in 2026 will be fun and involvement. My motto
is “Come on out, join the fun. Get in the Mix in ‘26!” As
Commodore, | will be
running the WSSC
Executive Committee,
Board of Directors,
General Membership
Meetings, planning and
organizing of the WSSC
calendar of events, and
setting our 2026 goals.
In addition to still being
fully involved in WSSC
(both cruising and
racing), | plan to
contact/attend many of
our sister club events. |
won’t be alone by any

means! Sailing along
with me this year will
be Vice Commodore
Mike Soltis (in charge
of the Racing
Committee along with
Fleet Captain—Racing
Chris McCardell), and
Rear Commodore Lana
Hawkins (in charge of
the Cruising
Committee along with a Fleet Captain—Cruising.

Our fully-staffed Executive Committee is being joined by
Secretary Patti Duffett, Membership Officer Todd Duffett,
and Treasurer Michael Fluegemann. Join me in recognizing
the importance their efforts will be to our club!

I'm very excited to get going with this year's activities!
But before we get started, | want it to be clear that it would
not be possible to move forward without the hard work and
dedication of our many members who volunteer and the
2025 Flag Officers, many of whom served “double-duty” last
year.

Our Directors, and 2025 Commodore Jonathan Cotter,
have rounded up a fully-staffed Executive Committee for
2026. Thank-you! Last year’s success will enable this year’s
success!

Sincerely,
2025 Vice Commodore Todd Harris

WSSC 2026 RACING CALENDAR

RACING COMMITTEE MEETING Wed. FEB. 25
The next 2026 Racing Committee Meeting will be at 7:00
PM on February 25, 2026 at the Soltis/Hawkins residence
on Grosse lle. Call if you need directions.

2026 WSSC SPECIALTY RACES

Doublehanded Race—July

Lighthouse Challenge Regatta—August
and charity afterglow supporting a charity partner

Jack & Jill Race—August
Potluck afterglow & corn roast

2026 WNATR RACING SEASON
Buoy Launch—Sat. May

Competitors’ Meeting—May
Wed. Spring Series—May & Jun
Summer Series—Jul & Aug
Fall Series—Aug & Sep
Buoy Retrieval—Sat. Sep

2026 WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT
October

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WELCOMING ABOARD 2026 VICE COMMODORE MIKE SOLTIS and LADY LANA HAWKINS

I’'m looking forward to another
year on the WSSC Bridge in my
new role as Vice Commodore. | am
excited to be serving with 2026
Commodore Todd Harris, and with

because | didn’t know anything
about the club other than it
included boats from multiple
yacht clubs. I also did not know
that a crew member could join.

my wife, 2026 Rear Commodore LEARNING TO CRUISE BY
Lana Hawkins. SKIPPERING A BAREBOAT

RACING CRUISER: Entering my CHARTER: My first cruising
fourth year as a member of WSSC, experience happened during
I’'ve had the pleasure of making Christmas week in 1978. |
friends with so many of you in organized/skippered a bareboat
meetings, on cruises and racing in charter on a Morgan 33 from Port
the WNATR Series, where | crew Everglades (Ft. Lauderdale, FL)
for Brenda Woodruff on Dragon and sailed it with my brother and
Lady in JAM class. | have also been Lana and Mike a crew of four college friends to
active in WSSC cruising and the Bahamas (Bimini and Grand
specialty races with my wife, Lana Hawkins on Kingfisher, our Bahama Island). | chartered again for the group the following
J-37. Together, we have logged over 500 miles cruising with Christmas week in 1979 with three more crew members and
WSSC during the last two seasons. my brother skippering the second boat.

LEARNING TO SAIL THROUGH RACING: | started my sailing LOOKING FORWARD TO AN EXCITING AND COMPETITIVE
career by racing spinnaker class in the WSSC WNATR Series 2026 RACING SEASON.
and the FYC Sunday Morning Race Series for two or three Sincerely,
seasons in the late 1970s. | crewed for Robert Rosenfeld on 2026 Vice Commodore, Mike Soltis
his Catalina 30 and for PC Mike Jablonski on his original
Lickety Split (the Morgan 27). | didn’t join WSSC back then

wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com

Dave Soltis (Mike's Brother) at the Helm of Micheline
in the Bahamas 1978

Pelee Island Port to Port Race - 1978

Scudder Dock - 1978 Mike Soltis - Aboard Micheline in the Bahamas 1979

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* PLEASE VISIT OUR LHC SPONSORS WHO HELP MAKE THIS CHALLENGE A SUCCESS *

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* NEXT CRUISING COMMITTEE MEETING SUN. FEBRUARY 1ST AT 1PM *

WOW, THAT YEAR WENT BY FAST!
It has been an honor, serving on the
Bridge with Commodore Jonathan
Cotter and Vice Commodore Todd
Harris and a great experience.

I really enjoyed planning with the
Cruising Committee and had such fun
sailing to all those great ports of call on
Lake Erie with the cruising fleet. As
interesting as the sailing and ports
were, it was the WSSC camaraderie
that made those events so special. We
had 5 fantastic summer cruises to 9
ports of call with a total of 11 WSSC
boats participating in at least one port
of call: Blue Skies (PC Chuck & Phae
Laskey), Dulcinea (PC Dick Shackelford), Fandango (VC Todd
Harris & Lady Maria Gonzalez), Heather (Don Baumgartner),
Jolee (Commodore Jonathan Cotter & Lady Helena
Thornton), Jolly Swagman (Adam Aaberg and Joe Tobias),
Kingfisher (RC Mike Soltis & Lady Lana Hawkins), Puffin (PC
Jody Larow & Becky McNew), Still No Agenda (PC Lance &
Christy Yee), The Wright Choice (Fleet Captain-Cruising Dave
& Amy Wright) and Tiki Bar (PC Dan Williamson & Peggy
Hillen). I’d also like to take a moment to acknowledge the
more than two dozen car cruisers who joined the cruising
fleet at several of the ports of call. It was fun to have you join
the fleet to help make the events more festive.

I’d like to thank Dave Wright, Fleet Captain-Cruising (and
Port Captain!), for his guidance and help sharing his
experience with WSSC cruising and the Lake Erie ports as well
as to the numerous additional Port Captains who gathered
information for the group and made the arrangements for
our stays: Commodore Jonathan Cotter, Lady Helena
Thornton, VC Todd Harris, Lady Maria Gonzales and PC Dan
Williamson. Your help was integral to our success.

It wouldn’t be complete without a shout-out to the
organizers and hosts of our three Car Cruises. Thank you, PC
Carver & Alison Dumke for once again hosting the Icebreaker
Cruise at their house, PC Chuck & Phae Laskey for once again

hosting the Halloween Car
Cruise at their farm, and PC
Dan Williamson & Dave
Wright for arranging the
annual Burger Night Car
Cruise to our sister club
MBC. Those events keep the
club going when our boats
are out of the water.

Finally, I'd like to thank my
wife, Lana Hawkins, for
being my partner on our
boat/cruises and sharing my
love of boating and sailing. It

Fleet Captain—Cruising

Port Captain: Cruising

Kingfisher - 2025 J&J Finish

www.westshoresailclub.org

always feels like an
adventure when we
go boating together.
Just being with you
on Kingfisher makes
me feel like | am a kid
again. | am pleased
that you will be
moving up in the
Executive Committee
as the new 2026 Rear
Commodore, and
confident that our
many friends in
WSSC will support
and work with you in
your new role on the
Bridge as they have
so graciously supported me this past year.

With that, | will close as Lana and | are beginning our next
great sailing adventure, bareboat chartering a 42’ Leopard
Catamaran in the BVI with PC Jonathan Cotter, Helena
Thornton, PC Jody Larow, and Becky McNew. For the six of
us, the sailing season is starting a little earlier this year.

Lana and Mike at Commodore's Ball 2024

Sincerely,
2025 Rear Commodore Mike Soltis

2026 AFTER-MEETING PROGRAMS
January 8, 2026: Celebrating Our New Officers
February, March, April—TBA
May 7: Annual Swap Meet

[June-July-August on hiatus]

WSSC 2026 CRUISING CALENDAR

CRUISING COMMITTEE MEETING
Sun., February 1, 2026at Soltis/Hawkins home
1:00pm Potluck lunch—2:00pm Meeting

WSSC 2026 CRUISING CALENDAR

ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE—MAY

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE
FRI.-MON. MAY 22-25
to Safe Harbor Toledo Beach Marina in LaSalle, MlI
and Cruising Committee Meeting
Sun. May 24 at the Memorial Day Weekend Cruise

COMMODORE'S TEA—SAT. JUN
WEEK-LONG CRUISE—JUL.
LATE SUMMER CRUISE—AUG.

HARVEST MOON CRUISE TO MONROE BOAT CLUB
SEP.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WELCOMING ABOARD 2026 REAR COMMODORE LANA HAWKINS

and GENTLEMAN MIKE SOLTIS

I’M LANA HAWKINS and I’m serving as Rear Commodore
of West Shore Sail Club in 2026.

As Rear Commodore, | oversee the club’s cruising
activities. I've been a member of the Executive Committee
for the past three years and just ended my tenure as the
Membership Officer.

I’M A LIFELONG WATER LOVER: | grew up near Lake
St. Clair and now live on the
banks of the Detroit River.
I’'ve been around sailing and
power boating for most of my
life, and I still can’t get
enough time on the water.

Professionally, | spent
many years at Ford Motor
Company as an engineer,
mostly in Chassis Suspension
and Brakes, Product

manage rental properties
in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

When I’'m not
working or on the water,
you'll usually find me
rock climbing, tending to
my potted plants, or
traveling. | also like to
joke that | “talked my
husband, Mike, into
getting a sailboat”—and
now we happily cruise
Lake Erie with WSSC
aboard our J/37,
Kingfisher—when we're
not working on her

various issues. You know, old sailboats!

Sincerely,

January 2026

Development, where |
worked as a GSR and later as
a supervisor. These days, |

From the Secretary (including Minutes and Correspondence)

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS cruising buddy) who would like to
MEETING are sent to members via email. receive our meeting notices and/or
If you have corrections to the draft our club newsletter (Starboard
minutes, please send an email to the Tack), please send their name and
Secretary. email address to
LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY are on the wsscsecretary@gmail.com
Corkboard at the GMM, or the (virtual) Cork Board near the
back of the Tack. Review the list of letters and request
copies of any you may need.
MAILING LISTS FOR FRIENDS OF THE CLUB: If you know
a non-member (perhaps one of your racing crew or a

2026 Rear Commodore Lana Hawkins

wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
Kingfisher at 2025 J&J Finish

Sincerely,
2025 Acting Secretary
Commodore Jon Cotter

WELCOMING ABOARD 2026 SECRETARY PATTI DUFFETT

PATTI DUFFETT is a Grosse lle—based creative and community-minded resident known for her
warmth, dedication, and active involvement in island life. An avid sailor, she loves spending
time on the water and embracing the community’s rich nautical culture.

Patricia is the proud mother of three grown sons and “Nana” to six grandchildren, a role that
brings her endless joy. She is recognized for her reliability, positive spirit, and passion for
bringing ideas to life—qualities that shine through in both her family life and her contributions
to the community. "l started sailing on Blue Image out of FYC

with my boyfriend when | was 18!"

Sincerely,
2026 Secretary Patti Duffett
wsscsecretary@gmail.com

Ever the optimist,
Patti reminds us that
Spring is just 49 days
away from Feb. 1st.

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Mike Soltis

From the 2025 Acting Treasurer

wsscfinancial @gmail.com.

Sincerely,

AVAILABLE TO INTERESTED MEMBERS: The current budget and monthly financial
reports are available to WSSC members by contacting the Treasurer at

2025 Acting Treasurer,
Rear Commodore Mike Soltis

GREETINGS ALL,
I am Michael Fluegemann and |

Treasurer. | am a licensed
Professional Engineer working

up in Plymouth, Michigan, and

earned my Eagle Scout award in

high school. | chose to study
electrical engineering at the University of Alabama and
played clarinet in the Million Dollar Band (marching band). |
enjoyed every moment of it, and saw some awesome
football, basketball, gymnastics, and volleyball.  am a Roll
Tide fan for life. While working at Ford, | went on to earn my
master’s in electrical engineering from the University of
Michigan—Dearborn.

| first started sailing back in 2017 through the recruitment

efforts of Brian Rooks and Cary Diehl. | was working as a Ford
College Graduate, which is Ford’s rotational program for
fresh out of college employees. | had never sailed before, but
was eager to learn. | was very fortunate to be paired with the
Duffett Family and Roy Baker on Oh Baby. Every year, | have
continued to become a more valuable member of the team
and am proud of the skills | have developed. Some of my
favorite races with Oh Baby — and now Go Baby — include
the Toledo Mill’s Race, and our multiple races at Put-In-Bay.
I am looking forward to the T10 Nationals this year and the
Helly Hansen World Sailing Regatta Series in Detroit.

Go Baby! Helly Hansen World Regatta Series—Detroit 2025

at Ford, and | love sailing. | grew

WELCOMING ABOARD 2026 TREASURER MICHAEL FLUEGEMANN

Through the encouragement of my friends in the sailing
community, | continue to become increasingly involved. |

am happy to serve as your 2026 joined Grosse lle Yacht Club in 2018. In 2021, | started

branching out and sailing out of Bayview Yacht Club and
Crescent Sail Yacht Club on Lake St. Clair. | have sailed in the
last four Bayview Mackinac Races. The last three years have
been with Merak, a Hunter Legend 37 from CYSC, and we
came in 2™, 1% and 5" in class. In 2023 and 2024, | took on
the role of Race Chair and became a certified US Sailing Club
Race Officer in 2025. In 2025, | also volunteered and ran for
the Board at GIYC. | am currently serving in my second year.
| joined West Shore Sail Club in 2025 as well, and am happy
to give back by serving as Treasurer. One of my goals for this
year is to accrue enough sailing days to apply for a Master
Captains License.

Outside of Sailing, | am also an avid amateur radio
operator, KESBAQW. | became licensed in 2015 while at UA.
One of the coolest experiences occurred while studying
abroad in Spain. | found a couple ham radio clubs in the
Sevilla, and was able to participate in a couple of contests
and operating events. | currently serve as President of the
Ford Amateur Radio League, www.K8UTT.org. If you have
interest in learning more about it, | would love to chat. | am
looking forward to a great year and getting to know all of you
better.

Let’s Go Sailing!

Sincerely,
2026 Treasurer Michael Fluegemann
wsscfinancial@gmail.com

Go Baby! Mills Race 2025

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Message from Retiring 2025 Membership Officer Lana Hawkins

"SO LONG, FAREWELL? It's been great serving as
the Membership Officer for West Shore Sail Club
these last couple+ years. It's given me an
opportunity to meet some new friends, work with
the members of the Executive Committee and share
some sailing, kayaking, partying, and club work
activities with you that | really enjoy. Mike and |
purchased the J37 and | have learned a fair bit about
fixing it and keeping it running.
None of that would have happened if | didn't
take over the Membership Officer position from Ana
Kukla. So thank you Ana for asking me to help!
I am truly grateful that Todd Duffett volunteered
for the job so | can now focus on the Rear Commodore and Webmaster roles for
the club. When Todd said he would take on the Membership Officer position, it

made my day!

So long? How about see you for the next three years. | am not going anywhere.

Sincerely,

2025 Membership Officer Lana Hawkins

From the 2026 Membership Officer

Todd Duffett

MEMBERSHIP BY THE NUMBERS: For

the 2026 membership year we have 1

new membership to start the year

with two new people joining the club,

Don and Nancy Lincoln. We hope to
see these great people at activities and sailing throughout the
next year. The Lincolns enjoy sailing their Catalina 36—the
Nancy Lynn—out of Safe Harbor Toledo Beach marina, and
look forward to cruising again this summer.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS are streaming in and we expect
this to continue with the upcoming deadline of February 5t
looming in the not-too-distant future.

The first of the year membership totals look like this:

WSSC Membership "By the numbers"

TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS 67
Total Paid Memberships 62
TOTAL PEOPLE 108

WSSC memberships are also
subdivided as follows:

Regular Memberships 52
Associate Memberships 12
Individual Membership 26
Family Membership (2 people) 40
Life Memberships 6

o

Honorary Memberships in 2025

DUES ARE DUE: Membership renewals start in January
and dues are due to be paid at or before the February
membership meeting. Thank you for those who have already
paid their dues through Zeffy!

You can pay 2026 dues from the WSSC website at:
https://westshoresailclub.org/pay-dues/

Here is a direct link to pay dues using Zeffy:
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/c3c21d54-28f1-4fcf-aa9e-
85bbd2cb1f27

Or you can scan this QR code to be taken directly to Zeffy
for WSSC dues:

Sincerely,
2026 Membership Officer Todd Duffett
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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CELEBRATING MEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

WSSC TRADITIONAL BIRTHDAY SONG

is sung at each Membership Meeting:

This tribute to our Birthday members
is sung with GUSTO

(you don't even have to sing it in tune)

to the tune of Ta-Ra-Ra-BOOM-De-Ay!

This is your
BIRTHday song!
It isn’t VERy long!

Membership Officer Lana Hawkins

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

Feb.2...... PC David M. Mar. 2 ..... Ron K.
Feb.2...... Phae L. Mar. 2.....John M.

Feb.5...... Dave W. Mar. 16...John P.
Feb.7...... Heather S. Mar. 18 ... Cindy L.
Feb. 10....Jackie M. Mar. 21...Roy B.

Feb. 12 ....Angela M. Mar. 24 ...PC Lance Y.
Feb. 17....PC Michael l.  Mar. 25... Marcie G.
Feb. 17....Jennifer B. Mar. 25 ... Lori S.

Feb. 26....PCHarveyS. Mar. 30... Naseem B.
Feb.27...JudyT.

Feb. 27....PC Kathy H.

We join our birthday celebrants after every monthly membership meeting for birthday cake, compliments of ELLIOTT'S BAKERY!

Join us at our GMMs (General Membership Meetings)...
WE ALWAYS HAVE BIRTHDAY CAKE! AND FUN! AND OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF!

MEMBERS "IN THE NEWS-letter"
WELCOMING ABOARD 2026 MEMBERSHIP OFFICER TODD DUFFETT

WAY BACK WHEN:
| started my sailing
experience during
the summer when |
went to a YMCA
camp up in Oscoda,
Michigan, back
when | was 14
years old, learning
to sail a dory and
then a Snipe, and
then a Lightning,
and finally a Scow.
| came home and
next thing | new
| was on a brand
new 30-footer
heading up to DYC
in advance of the GIYC Downriver Race and my very first I-LYA
regatta at Put-In-Bay. That experience changed the course of
my life in oh so many ways. Most for the better, but not all :-)

I had the good fortune to sail with some marvelous
skippers and friends for the years to follow, until | graduated
college from Miami University and went to work in the steel
industry in Chicago. That career being very demanding, |
missed out on the weeknight racing and was only able to race
a few major events for the next seven years when Patti and |
came back home and started sailing locally again.

We bought our first sailboat, my Santana 20, then the first
of two Abbott 33s, followed by our Soverel 33, and now have
GO BABY, an LS10 we bought a few years ago in Chicago. The
LS10 is a new version of the T-10 and has proven to be a great

choice for us, still race capable, but now less demanding and
better suited for our station in life.

AND NOW: Our family races with us — grand kids and all
— and we are having even more competitive sailing in the
one-design arena the LS10 offers. We were fortunate to win
our class in the 100th Mills Trophy Invitational Race and | was
chosen to be the Honorary Chairman of that prestigious event
in 2025.

I'm still employed, working for a local division of a
Pennsylvania-based manufacturing group of companies
serving the auto and refrigeration markets.

In my free time, I'm a Trustee of I-LYA, the Assistant Sail
Fleet Captain of AYC, Race Chairman of GIYC, on the Race
Committee of WSSC, Membership Officer of WSSC, and
Treasurer of GICSF. While I'm not tied up with those
organizations, | tinker with 3D printing, building, and
employing CNC Lasers and Routers for making fun things. And,
most importantly, I'm a proud husband to Patti; father to
Thomas, Jon and Patrick; and grandfather to Noland, Claire,
Lillian, Harken, Simon and Maizy.

Sincerely,
2026 Membership Officer Todd Duffett
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Photo Fun from January GMM (General Membership Meeting) and Change of Watch Ceremony

After 2025 Commodore Cotter opens the
meeting and gives the annual wrap-up
report of the Executive Committee, it's time
to turn the gavel over to Emcee PC Dave
Monk for the Change of Watch. Retiring
officers and chairpersons are thanked for
their service to the club and are officially
relieved of their duties. Then the incoming
officers and directors are sworn in by PC
Monk and given their symbols of office by
Commodore Cotter.

and 2026 Commodore Todd Harris continues the January meeting.

At then end of the ceremony it's time to relieve our 2025 Commodore of his official duties and welcome him to the ranks of the Past
Commodores with his symbols of office—his PC flag and his three silver stars. Then the 2026 Executive Committee members take their places

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/

Photos shared by Maria Gonzalez, Patti Duffett, and Todd Duffett.
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STANDING COMMITTEE NEWS: Jane Bersie, Chairperson

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE westshoresailclub.org/events

HELLO WSSC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: All are welcome to join us on our Car
Cruise adventures. In February we'll be heading down to Toledo for the
famous Toledo Walleye Hockey team!

FEBRUARY CAR CRUISE: Sunday February 15, 2026 at 5:15 P.M.—We're

going to the Walleyes Game! Get your tickets from Jane Bersie, the WSSC
Activities Committee Chairperson, for a fun and exciting event watching the Toledo Walleye
Hockey team Sunday February 15, 2026 at 5:15 P.M. (Doors open 1 hour before the game.)
Huntington Center, 500 Jefferson Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43604
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO (directions, parking, gate & bag
policy)
https://www.toledowalleye.com/know-before-you-go
FAQ (cashless venue, items not permitted, smoke-free, etc.)
https://huntingtoncentertoledo.com/venue/faq/

The Walleye will be playing against the Fort Wayne Komets. They have plenty of food
concessions at the Huntington Center. Note: Credit and Debit cards along with Apple
pay and Google Wallet are accepted there. NO CASH.
| have pre-purchased 10 seats in Section 112 Row 8. Once these are gone, I'm not
sure that | can get any more at the reduced group price of $17/ticket. You will get
your ticket once you have paid me. Regular tickets are $20, and you will have to get
your own after the 10 are gone, and you will have to pick your own seats.
Contact me via phone 952-221-0060 or text message if you are interested. | have
gone before and although | am a hockey novice, it was exciting and a lot of fun. Hope
you come along.
Follow these links to see information about WSSC meetings, activities, races, and
cruises on our Facebook page at ...

www.facebook.com/groups/178910452209996

Or on our webpage at westshoresailclub.org/events

or look for the events "flyers" right here in The Starboard Tack. Members
and friends of WSSC also receive emails with details of our activities. TO WSSC 2025/2026 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
JOIN OUR MAILING LIST contact our Membership Officer at ...
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

JANUARY
Car Cruise to Dinner & Holiday Concert

FEBRUARY 15 at 5:15pm
Toledo Walleyes Hockey at Huntington Center

MARCH—TBA
APRIL—TBA

MAY 7—Annual SWAP MEET
before and after the meeting
at Whiskeys on the Water

Sincerely,
Jane Bersie, Activities Committee Chairperson
bersi001@yahoo.com

Hey these car cruises
look like lots of fun!
Bring your family
and friends!

[June—September on hiatus]
OCTOBER

Wednesday, October Car Cruise to the
WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT

Car Cruise to WSSC ANNUAL HARVESTeFEST
Sloppy Joe Pot Luck e Hayride
and S'MORE FUN than a barrel of sailors!

NOVEMBER
Car Cruise to Thursday Burger Night at MBC

DECEMBER
Holiday Party and Charity Drive
Supporting two good causes for kids!
Goodwill Detroit Santa Shop AND Toys for Tots

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Car Cruise Photo Fun ...
A dozen club members and friends had a great time at the December 13th Car Cruise

to dinner at BJ's Brewhouse in Taylor and the Michigan Philharmonic holiday concert in
the beautiful auditorium of the Downriver campus of the Wayne County Community
College. A good time was had by all!

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS

COMMODORE'S BALL Maria Gonzalez, Chairperson

COMMODORE'S BALL COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSON ANNOUNCES FUN THEME
FOR COMMODORE'S BALL 2026—A
NIGHT AT THE CASINO! The West Shore
Sail Club proudly invites you to an
unforgettable celebration of the
Commodore’s Ball 2026, honoring
Commodore Todd Harris and Lady Maria
with a fun and festive "Casino Night"
atmosphere.

Saturday, April 11, 2026
6:00 p.m.
f Crystal Gardens, Southgate, Ml

Tickets:
* $80.00 until March 22
e $85.00 after March 22

Additional details and instructions for purchasing tickets will
be sent by email. If you have recently changed your email or
mailing address, please let us know as soon as possible so your
invitation reaches the correct address. All information is taken
from the Club’s "Active Membership" list.

This year’s Commodore’s Ball promises an evening filled with
elegance, excitement — and a touch of luck — as we honor our
club’s traditions and discover who will become the luckiest guest
of the night.

Evening Highlights:

¢ Free bar and lively conversation

¢ A delicious dinner

¢ The elegant and time-honored Commodore’s Ceremony

¢ 2% hours of DJ music

¢ A charming casino atmosphere to keep the excitement going

Remember, you are welcome to bring family and friends to share in the celebration and enjoy a night that truly captures
the spirit of the West Shore Sail Club.

Sincerely,
Lady Maria Gonzalez, Chairperson
wssccomb@gmail.com

"The only way you can feel proud of something or someone... is when they let you know who, what, or how they did,
making possible that you can do it, too. Then is when the inspiration arrives. " (Simon Sinek)

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS:
WEBSITE COMMITTEE

westshoresailclub.org

Commodore

wssccommodore@gmail.com

A GUIDED TOUR OF THE “NEW” WSSC
WEBSITE: Webmaster Lana Hawkins made an
informative presentation at a recent membership
meeting. She showed the new layout of the
website, and where to find old and new features.
A password is required to get into some parts of
the website, but most areas—including cruising,
racing, and activities portions of the WSSC
website—are available to curious people sailing
the web.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND FIND OUT WHAT'S
NEW FOR YOU!

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need
the password for the Member Login section,
please contact the Membership Officer via email
at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Website Committee Chairperson
2026 Commodore Todd Harris

WSSC Webmaster Lana Hawkins show some of the website features to the membership at a recent meeting.

From The Webmaster Lana Hawkins

the link). The familiar Racing and Cruising tabs are

Sincerely,
Lana Hawkins, Webmaster
Lana.Hawkins@gmail.com

WEBSITE UPDATES CONTINUING: If you haven’t looked yet, please take a some time to check
out the website updates and improvements at www.westshoresailclub.org (use CTRL+click to follow

still there, and check out the Club Calendar of

Events tab, the photos pages, the membership information, and loads more.
MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need the password for the Member Login section, please
contact the Membership Officer via email at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK for photos, news,
event updates, and more!

www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub

VISIT OUR WEBSITE for links to calendars,
membership, newsletters, and more!

www.westshoresailclub.org

www.instagram.com/
westshoresailclub/

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM
for photos from our races,
cruises, and other events!

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS — NEWS & INFORMATION

BoatUS/WEST MARINE Rep. PC Doug Howe

WSSC remains a co-operating group with BOAT/US. Our membership number is GA81337S. While
our members no longer get reduced membership fees, we still can receive discounts on towing
insurance and more. PC Doug reminds us that ONE GREAT BENEFIT is the Boat U.S. magazine, published every other month,
and each purchase acquires points towards a future purchase. PC Carver shares that the Towing Insurance can save you many
hundreds of dollars for even a short tow and would be well worth the price of membership.

See benefits at: https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/membership.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe at dlhowe@wowway.com

I-LYA (INTER-LAKE YACHTING ASSOCIATION) Rep. PC Kathy Howe

WSSC is a member of I-LYA and every member of an I-LYA club is automatically a
member of I-LYA. See I-LYA on social media for the latest schedules and updates:

WEBSITE: https://i-lya.org/
Facebook: I-LYA Inter-Lake Yachting Association https://www.facebook.com/ILYAInterLakeYachtingAssociation
I-LYA Junior Sailing: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ilyajuniorsailing
Inter-Lake Yachting Association History: https://www.facebook.com/interlakeyachtingassociationhistory
The latest I-LYA newsletter is available at https://i-lya.org/i-lya-news/

SPRING MEETING: March 27-28 at Detroit Metro Airport Sheraton

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON I-LYA CONTACT Kathy Howe at kahowe@wowway.com

PHRF-LE (Performance Handicap Racing Fleet-Lake Erie) (Measurers PC Doug Howe & PC Dick Synowiec)

VOLUNTEER NEEDED: While PC Dick Synowiec and PC Doug Howe continue their service to
PHRF-LE and to the club s as PHRF-LE measurers, the club is still looking for a volunteer to be a
PHRF-LE representative. Please contact PC Doug Howe or PC Dick Synowiec to find out more about
this important position.

The PHRF-LE website is www.phrf-le.org

U.S. SAILING.ORG Rep. PC Doug Howe

WSSC continues to be a member of U.S. Sailing. However, the current level of membership no longer
provides for discounted membership rates for club members. U.S. Sailing still provides services for sailors as a
part of membership. Individual members can join or renew at a discount at: https://ussailing.org

Members can download the current Racing Rules onto their phone.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe d1howe@wowway.com.

GLOBAL ENTRY (Canadian Customs and U.S. Customs & Border Protection /USA RE-ENTRY) Rep. PC Doug Howe

IMPORTANT HEADS UP FROM DOUG ON CANADIAN CUSTOMS: "If one does not properly check into
Canadian Customs, you can be subjected to a fine of not less than $1,000."

DO YOU HAVE YOUR DTOPS DECAL? Boats of length 30' or more need a DTOPS decal to RETURN to the
U.S. This number as well as a Trusted Traveler number (may not be required for boaters) should be entered
into CBP Roam as well as passport numbers.

CBP ROAM: US re-entry via boat requires in-person
customs clearance or the use of CBP Roam app. Boaters can
use the Reporting Offsite Arrival-Mobile (CBP ROAM) app as a
faster way to report their arrival in Michigan, Ohio, and other
locations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to sign-up go to: https://
ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/ (Official Trusted Traveler Program Website |
Department of Homeland Security (dhs.gov))

NEXUS: Also, for more extensive travel, Nexus is the least expensive method. The current cost is $120 valid for 5 years.
Information on Nexus and the other Trusted Traveler programs is at https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/

CTRL+click on this link to find helpful links on our club website: westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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THE WSSC “CORKBOARD”

WEBSITE: https://i-lya.org/

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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THE WSSC “CORKBOARD”

Thank you to Elliott's Bakery and Coffee Shop for your support over the years of
our birthday celebrations. Your support makes our meetings quite delicious!

LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY

If you would like a copy of any letter for your cruising plans, send an email
with your request to WSSC Secretary at wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com

INVITATION received from Grosse lle Yacht Club: "Grosse lle Yacht Club...Cordially extends to the Flag Officers and
Members of West Shore Sail Club and their guests privileges of our Club House and facilities for the year 2025." It is
signed by the Commodore, Andy Morrison. (Obtain a copy of this invitation from the WSSC Secretary.)

STARBOARD TACK is the monthly newsletter of the West Shore Sail Club, Trenton, Michigan.
PUBLISHED 12 times annually, with a combined issue for June/July and a "calendar only" issue in late July. DISTRIBUTION by email to WSSC members, racers,
and friends of the club, by posting to the club's Facebook page, and on the public section of the WSSC website. ARTICLE AND AD DEADLINE IS FIRST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. Submit all written information in Word or compatible format. Submit ads, graphics, photos in JPG, PNG, or PDF format. Please
submit “high quality” (at least 600x600) graphics and photos. Contact Editor for ADVERTISING PRICES, SIZING, and DISCOUNT SCHEDULE. (Classified Ads for
members are free.) The Starboard Tack is published mid-month.
SUBMIT articles, classifieds, ads, and other information to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WSSC CONTACTS for 2026

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ‘ indicates Board of Directors

OFFICE OFFICER l EMAIL

January 2026

Commodore * Todd Harris wssccommodore@gmail.com

Vice Commodore * Mike Soltis wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com
Rear Commodore * Lana Hawkins wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
Secretary * Patti Duffett wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer * Michael Fluegemann wsscfinancial@gmail.com
Membership Officer Todd Duffett wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

PC 2017/2018 David Monk
PC 2012 Chuck Laskey

Director * david.monk@hotmail.com

Director * claskey1954@yahoo.com

STANDING AND OTHER COMMITTEES * indicates Standing Committee

OFFICE / COMMITTEE / ACTIVITY or EVENT CONTACT I EMAIL

*Activities Chairperson Jane Bersie bersi001@yahoo.com
Advertising (ad placement) Starboard Tack Editor WSSCstarboardtack@gmail.com
*Audit Committee Treasurer wsscfinancial@gmail.com

Boat U.S. Representative

Budget Committee

Bylaws Committee

Club Memory (Anniversary) Album
Commodore’s Ball Chairperson
*Cruising Committee Chairperson
Cruising Log Master

Fleet Captain—Cruising

Fleet Captain—Racing (WNATR)
Fleet Captain—Racing (Specialty Races)
Facebook Page Administrator
Historian

I-LYA Delegate

M.C. (Commodore’s Ball and Special Events
Master of Ceremonies)

Meeting Programs

Membership Brochures
Newsletter Editor (Starboard Tack)
Nomination Committee

*Past Commodores Committee
Co-Chairpersons

PHRF-LE Delegate
PHRF-LE Measurer

Port Captains: Cruising Events
Port Captains: Specialty Races
*Racing Committee Chairperson
Social Media Moderator

Swap Meet Chairperson
Webmaster

Website Committee

PC Doug Howe

Executive Committee

Past Commodores Committee
HELP! We need a volunteer!
Mariajose (Maryjo) Gonzalez
Rear Commodore

PC Kathy Howe

HELP! We need a volunteer!
PC Chris McCardell

PC Chris McCardell

(contact through WSSC Facebook page)
Lea Ellwood-Filkins

PC Kathy Howe

Rear Commodore

Todd Duffett

Lea Ellwood-Filkins

Past Commodores Committee

PC Carver Dumke (Co-Chairperson)
PC Dave Monk (Co-Chairperson)

HELP! We need a volunteer!

PC Dick Synowiec
PC Doug Howe

dlhowe@wowway.com

send photos to joncotter@att.net
evoluciond229@hotmail.com
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com

kahowe@wowway.com

courtofficer@att.net

courtofficer@att.net

leaef@ameritech.net

kahowe@wowway.com

wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com
wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com
wssccommodore@gmail.com

cadumke@gmail.com
david.monk@hotmail.com

cptsnickl@gmail.com
dlhowe@wowway.com

(see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)

(see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)

Vice Commodore
Executive Committee
PC Doug Howe

Lana Hawkins

Commodore

WNATR Racing Committee Boat Chairperson Fleet Captain—Racing

www.westshoresailclub.org

wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com

dlhowe@wowway.com
Lana.Hawkins@gmail.com
wssccommodore@gmail.com
courtofficer@att.net (Chris McCardell)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WSSC ROLLING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WSSC Meetings & Events

Date & Time and Location

Event Contact

RED indicates WNATR racing event — BLUE indicates cruising event — ORANGE indicates specialty racing event — PURPLE indicates activities committee event

CRUISING COMMITTEE Meeting

Feb. 1 *Sunday—1:00pm Potluck, 2:00pm Meeting
(see email for location—contact Rear Commodore for directions)

Rear Commodore and
Fleet Captain-Cruising

DUES ARE DUE

Membership Dues are due Feb. 5 (first Thursday of Feb.)

Membership Officer

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
and EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL
GOALS PRESENTATION

FEB. 5 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom
PROGRAM: Executive Committee 2026 Goals Presentation

Commodore / Executive Committee

Starboard Tack DEADLINE

Feb. 6 *Friday—11:59:59pm for February Starboard Tack
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

Starboard Tack Editor

e [February CAR CRUISE

Feb. 15 *Sunday at 5:15pm—Toledo Walleyes Hockey at
Huntington Center

Activities Committee Chairperson

FEB. 25—7:00pm at Soltis home (contact Vice Commodore for

Vice Commodore /

Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

RACING COMMITTEE Meeting location) Fleet Captain-Racing
MARCH 2026

MAR. 5 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom | Meeting: Commodore
MARCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING PROGRAM: (TBD) Program: Rear Commodore
Starboard Tack DEADLINE Mar. 6 *Friday—L1:59:59pm for March Starboard Tack Starboard Tack Editor

I-LYA Spring Meeting

Mar. 27-28—Sheraton at Detroit Metro Airport

Association Rep. PC Kathy Howe

e | March CAR CRUISE (TBD) Activities Committee Chairperson
RACING COMMITTEE Meeting (TBD) \F’l'git%’;;gﬁ]dggc’mg
APRIL 2026
APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ﬁzge ZR*:&L:Jr(sTdBa%/)—mOpm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom g;ztriggr;:%oerg:nggg; o
Starboard Tack DEADLINE Apr. 3 *Friday—11.50:59pm for April Starboard Tack Starboard Tack Editor

Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

e [WSSC COMMODORE'S BALL

Apr. 11 *Saturday—6:00pm
at Crystal Garden, Southgate

Commodore's Ball Committee
Chairperson

e | April CAR CRUISE

We're car-cruising to the COMMODORE'S BALL, of course!

Vice Commodore /

RACING COMMITTEE Meeting (TBD) Fleet Captain-Racing
MAY 2026

» | MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING MAY 7 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water Meeting: Commodore
ANNUAL SWAP MEET PRE/POST-MEETING EVENT: ANNUAL SWAP MEET Swap Meet Event Chairperson
Starboard Tack DEADLINE May 8 *Friday—11:59:59pm for May Starboard Tack Starboard Tack Editor

Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

Racing BUOY PREP WORK PARTY

May __ *Saturday—(time TBD)
Meet-up location (TBD)

Vice Commodore

Racing BUOY LAUNCH

May __ *Saturday—(time TBD)
Meet-up location (TBD)

Vice Commodore

e [ WNATR COMPETITORS' MEETING

May __ *Wednesday—7:00pm at Ford Yacht Club

Vice Commodore /
Fleet Captain-Racing

e | Cruise #1: ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE

May __ *Saturday—3:00pm with BBQ & Potluck
Location/Port Captains: PC Carver and Lady Allison Dumke

Rear Commodore

e [ WNATR - Spring #1

May __ *Wednesday—6:50pm

Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing

Cruise #2: MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE
with WSSC ANNUAL REUNION AND BBQ

May 22-25 *Friday-Monday—to Safe Harbor Toledo Beach
Port Captain:___

and *Sunday—3:00pm CRUISING COMMITTEE Meeting
then *Sunday—5:00pm WSSC REUNION POTLUCK
(BYO meat / grills available)—Bring a chair—BYOB

Rear Commodore /
Fleet Captain-Cruising

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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