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Starboard Tack 
December 2025 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for these DECEMBER & JANUARY EVENTS 
 

* January Meeting & Change of Watch Ceremony —Thursday, Jan. 8 * 
at Whiskeys on the Water — 6:30pm social hour —7:30pm meeting 

 
 

*Next Racing Committee Meeting — Wednesday Jan. 7 at 7:30pm * 
 

* Next Cruising Committee Meeting - Sunday Feb. 1 at 1:00pm* 
 

* Deadline for the JANUARY Starboard Tack articles, flyers, ads, photos is Friday, Jan. 9 * 
Please send reports in .doc or .docx format and photos in .jpg or .jpeg format. Please identify photos with event and person. 

Please send flyers in PowerPoint format so they can be edited if necessary for size or content. 

From The Commodore (including Executive Committee news) Jonathan "Jon" Cotter 

DEAR SAILORS, SKIPPERS, 
AND FRIENDS, 

It has been a great year at 
West Shore Sail Club in 2025. 
A particular spell of cold 
weather in November made 
me thankful I got my boat 
put to bed early and that I 
didn’t sign up for the Turkey 
Trot. I was sad to miss the 
Great Seiche of ‘25 in person, 
I now remember I needed to 
look in the mud for that nice 
snap lifeline shackle and 
Jolee’s head air scoop!  

My little solstice brother’s 
Birthday is coming up on December 21st – as an optimist I 

see one great feature of that day, the 
daylight only gets longer until VC 
Todd’s Commodore's Tea.  
      'TIS THE SEASON TO BE 
THANKFUL: We certainly have a lot to 
be thankful of at WSSC, the 
camaraderie and sharing of 
knowledge keeps us going through the 
short days of winter until we make 
that first spring visit to the old boat in 
spring.  
      Personally, for Lady Helena and I 
on Jolee, 2025 has been a very sailorly 

year filled 
with as 
much 
cruising as 
we could fit 
into our schedule and both of us 
crewing WNATR on True Love (PC 
McCardell’s C&C 30) this year. 
I complained about the 
construction commute from 
Plymouth a little bit, but once we 
cross one of those bridges onto 
Grosse Ile it’s only minutes from 
dock time.  
      VC Todd Harris ran the racing 
season with gusto this year and 

managed to get all the details done. For the Lighthouse 
Challenge Regatta, somehow managing a hat-trick as 
committee boat, port captain, and MC! I hope Fandango 
gets to compete in a few races in 2026. 

RC Mike Soltis did a fantastic job as cruise captain this 
year and I hope we can still cruise with the same fleet in the 
coming year. We have some new members who should add 
to the numbers and the fun. Occasionally on cold and grey 
days, any one of us can pull up a few memories from our 
weeklong cruise and remember the fine times. 

Our membership chair and webmaster Lana Hawkins 
made a huge difference in outreach, and this has paid off 
through new members and website updates to improve 
WSSC visibility to more sailors in the local area. 

continued next page 

2025 Commodore Jon and Lady Helena 
sail JOLEE—a Nonsuch 26 

* NOTICE MEETING CHANGE OF DATE FOR JANUARY ONLY * 
January GMM & Change of Watch Ceremony — SECOND Thursday, Jan. 8 

at Whiskeys on the Water. See you there! 

The Archive Committee? 
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Inside This Issue Commodore (continued) 

      In November our 
Executive Committee 
had a very productive 
meeting (the Archive 
Committee?) in the 
“rotunda” of the Soltis 
house on the river. No 
pool party this time, but 
a highly technical review 

of “what to leave in what to leave out” (Seger ’80) as we digitally cleaned things 
up for the new bridge coming in January, as well as archiving some paper 
documents. Despite this ship nerd being highly distracted by the freighters going, 
by we made some nice progress. 

And lastly, but not least, we collected 
many excellent toys — both for Toys for 
Tots and for Goodwill’s Santa Shop — at 
our recent bright and festive December 
holiday meeting. I delivered the Toys for 
Tots batch to Trenton American Legion 
Post 426. They were very thankful for the 
contributions and a little surprised to 
have a sailor wander in during the third 
quarter of the Lions game. 

I’m looking forward to January 
Change of Watch to seeing the new, 
eager, and very qualified bridge be sworn 
in, and presenting the Executive 
Committee's review of 2025.  

HELM'S A 'LEE 
 

Sincerely, 
2025 Commodore Jon Cotter 
wssccommodore@gmail.com 

FIRST THURSDAYS (except as noted on club calendar) 
Social Gathering starts at 7:00pm ... MEETING starts at 7:30pm 

LIVE MEETING LOCATION: WHISKEYS ON THE WATER at 2903 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, at the southeast corner of Oak and Biddle. 
Meeting will be held in the upstairs space — there is an elevator available. Enjoy the upstairs bar. COME EARLY AND ENJOY DINNER 
before (or during) the meeting. The whole menu is available starting at 6:30 and throughout the evening.  
Online "ZOOM" MEETING LOCATION is emailed by the Secretary to Members and Friends the week of the meeting. To get on our 
mailing list, contact the Secretary at wsscsecretary@gmail.com 

Seiche photo of a Grosse Ile canal, from a 
video by Imre Csaki, a WSSC racer  

but not member : ( 

WOTW photo reminder not to take for granted what a cool venue 
we meet in. When in the midst of A/V troubles I forget... 
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on the land (see you at our January meeting)  

and on the sea (join us next season for racing and cruising)! 

Best wishes for happy holidays from the officers of WSSC 
Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Representatives, and Past Commodores Committee 

OUR 2025 OFFICERS: (center) Commodore (and Acting Secretary) Jonathan Cotter with Lady Helena Thornton,  

(top center left then counter-clockwise) Rear Commodore (and Acting Treasurer) Mike Soltis, Membership Officer Lana 

Hawkins, Director and Past Commodores Committee Co-chairperson PC David Monk, Fleet Captain—Racing PC Chris 

McCardell, Representatives to Affiliate Organizations PC Doug Howe with PC Kathy Howe, Activities Committee 

Chairperson Amy Wright with Fleet Captain—Cruising Dave Wright, Director PC Chuck Laskey,  

Past Commodores Committee Co-chairperson PC Carver Dumke, and (top center right) Vice Commodore Todd Harris  
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From The Vice Commodore (including Racing Report) Todd Harris 

* NEXT RACING COMMITTEE MEETING WED. JANUARY 7 AT 7:30PM * 

WSSC 2025 RACING REVIEW & PLANNING FOR 2026: 
The end of the 2025 racing season has us thinking about 
what we want to do for 2026. The Racing Committee 
Wrap-up meeting was held on November 19. Most racers 
enjoyed the new race courses this Summer along with the 
three (3), five-race series format. A total of 35 boats 
participated in our racing season, including entries from the 
cruising class. Racing Committee members discussed ways 
to attract more racers, including expanding crew 
opportunities. A vote was passed to recommend the 
purchase of a backup buoy to ensure smooth race 
operations in the future. With planning already underway 
for 2026, members can look forward to another exciting 
year on the water. 

SPECIALTY RACES: The Doublehanded Race was 
cancelled this summer due to low interest on the 4th of July 
weekend. This sparked debate about whether it should 
remain or be replaced with alternatives such as a Port-to-
Port race.  

      It has also been suggested that an 
earlier date in June for the Lighthouse 
Challenge could make the event even 
stronger. This year’s race went off well, 
despite delays to the start and a 
necessary late course change due to 
light winds. 
      RACING SCHEDULE FOR 2026: 
Looking ahead to 2026, proposed 
scheduling was reviewed with an 

eye toward working around holiday 
conflicts and other clubs' calendars. 
The question of whether to continue 
scheduling “off” weeks remains open, 
and coordination will be important. 
Our next Racing Committee Planning 
Meeting has already been set for 
January 7, 2026, where we will 
continue to lock down our calendar. 

BOAT OF THE YEAR (RACING): It’s 
Time to submit your applications for 
Boat of the Year (Racing). Criteria have 
been confirmed and published on the 
WSSC website along with the 
application form. To make the process 
easier for members, the form may be 
updated next year to list common 
races for greater ease. Applications 
will be reviewed and the award 
handed out at the Commodore’s Ball 
in April. 

FANDANGO: November found us 
still at dock during a low water seiche 
and below freezing temperatures. 

WSSC 2026 RACING CALENDAR 
 

RACING COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 7, 2026 at 7:30pm 

 

2025 WSSC SPECIALTY RACES 
 

Doublehanded Race—July 5 
 

Lighthouse Challenge Regatta—August 16 
and charity afterglow supporting Detroit River Story Lab 

 

Jack & Jill Race—August 31 
Potluck afterglow & corn roast at FYC North Shelter 

 

2025 WNATR RACING SEASON 
 

Buoy Launch—Sat. May 10 
 

Competitors’ Meeting—Tue. May 13 
 

Wed. Spring Series  
May 21, May 28, Jun 11, Jun 18, Jun 25 

 

Summer Series 
Jul 2, Jul 23, Jul 30, Aug 6, Aug 13 

 

Fall Series 
Aug 20, Aug 27, Sep 3, Sep 10, Sep 17 

 

Buoy Retrieval—Sat. Sep 20 
 

2025 WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT 
Oct 22—Wednesday at Whiskeys on the Water 

6:30pm kitchen opens / 7:30pm Awards Ceremony 
2025 Vice Commodore Todd  
and Lady Maria sail 
Fandango—a Catalina 30 

continued next page 

Racing Committee 

Fleet Captain—Racing 

WSSC 
Lighthouse 
Challenge 
Regatta 

Fandango at dock in November! “Hang On Loosely” 
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Vice Commodore (continued) 

Check out WSSC racing information on our website: 

www.westshoresailclub.org 

See page 25  
for WSSC calendar 

of meetings, events,  
races, cruises,  

and fun fun fun! 

Despite our worry, the lines had room to go lower and we 
had no problem. We added some heat as a precaution. 

NEXT RACING COMMITTEE MEETING: The next WSSC 
Racing Committee Meeting will be held at the home of 2025 
Rear Commodore Mike Soltis. If you wish to join this meeting, 
please contact the Vice Commodore for details at 
wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com. The meeting will be held 
on January 7th starting at 7:30pm. 

SEE YOU AT OUR NEXT MEETING! 
 

Sincerely, 
2025 Vice Commodore Todd Harris 
wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

NEXT RACING COMMITTEE MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 AT 7:30PM 

 

The next WSSC Racing Committee Meeting will be held in 
the new year on January 7th at the home of the Vice 
Commodore—Elect Mike Soltis.  

Says Mike, “We will continue the discussion about the 
Racing Calendar from the meeting at Whiskeys last Wednesday 
[November 19th]. Some members are going to check on the 
racing schedules of FYC to provide that info for us to 
coordinate.” 

TO JOIN THE RACING COMMITTEE MAILING LIST: The 
meeting notice and information was sent in an email to current 
members of the WSSC Racing Committee and other interested 
persons. If you would like to be added to the Racing Committee 
emails, to receive meeting dates, specific locations, agendas, 
etc., please contact the current 2025 Vice Commodore, Todd 
Harris, at Wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

See your email –or– print out the "renewal" form found at 
www.westshoresailclub.org/wssc-membership/ 

fill it out (including your current club interests) and mail with payment of 
$55 (plus $1 for Yachtsman's Fund) to:  

WSSC, P.O. Box 369, Trenton, MI 48183 
 

OR use ZEFFY or PAYPAL online  
(see Membership Officer information on page 10) 

 

Reinstatement fee is assessed for late dues starting on MARCH 1st 

Photos shared by Maria Gonzalez 

https://westshoresailclub.org/wssc-race-applications/
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* PLEASE VISIT OUR LHC SPONSORS WHO HELP MAKE THIS CHALLENGE A SUCCESS * 
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Racing Memories 2025... 
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From The Rear Commodore (including Cruising Report) Mike Soltis 

* NEXT CRUISING COMMITTEE MEETING SUN. FEBRUARY 1ST AT 1PM * 

2025—CRUISING YEAR IN REVIEW: As 2025 draws to a 
close, I have a couple of year-end details to complete. 

First off, a recap of our 2025 WSSC Cruising Season by the 
numbers. This year we had: 
•  5 organized cruises 
•  9 different ports of call (all on Lake Erie / 1 international 

port; thank you, Port Captains!) 
• 18 nights in those ports 
• 18 WSSC members participated (not counting the dozen+ 

who joined by car cruise) 
•  3 (all 3) Bridge Officers participated in multiple cruises: 

○ Commodore’s Tea 
○ Summer Weeklong 
○ Harvest Moon 

•  9 WSSC boats participated 
•  1 guest boat 
•  3 car cruises including 

○ Icebreaker at Dumke residence (thank you, Carver and 
Alison!) 

○ Halloween at Laskey residence (thank you, Chuck and 
Phae!) 

○ Burger Night at MBC (thank you, Dan and Dave for 
arranging!) 

• 30+ WSSC members participated in car cruises 
It was a great season, and I can hardly wait for the next! 
CRUISING LOGS ARE DUE: Finally, a reminder to please 

send in your 2025 Cruising Logs to me by December 31. As of 
this writing, I only have a couple of logs in spite of nine boats 
participating in Club cruises this year and some that I know 
cruised independently. Even if you don’t plan to order a flag 
this year, it is important to keep the Club records updated 
with your cruising activities so that we can recognize your 
achievements at the Commodore’s Ball and maintain your 

WSSC Career Cruising records.  
      Speaking of cruising flags, they are $35 
each whether for season or career flags. 
Payment may be made by check or online 
through Zeffy at: https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/wssc-cruising-award-
flags. 
      FIVE O'CLOCK SOMEWHERE: On a 
personal note, Lana and I are enjoying 
the sun and surf in Hawaii for the first 

half of December. You know the 
saying, “It’s always 5:00 somewhere”. 
Well, “It’s always boating season 
somewhere…” and one such 
somewhere happens to be in Hawaii 
now. But things are a little different 
here. The only sailboats that we see 
are large catamarans. Dave and Amy 
Wright can relate to that. Those 
sailboats are motor-sailing because 
they operate on the lee side of the 
island (Maui) out of Ma’alea Harbor in 
the wind shadow of Haleakala (10,000’ 
dormant volcano) rather than the 
windward side of the island where the 
Tradewinds are 15-30 kts. These sailing 
cats are primarily used for dine-aboard dinner cruises so they 
do not want strong or gusty winds to upset the guests. 

To get an authentic Hawaiian boating experience, we 
went for an early morning Cultural Canoe Experience 
(visitors paddle) with the Hawaiian Outrigger Canoe 
Voyagers Society. These guys are the real deal when it comes 
to cruising! Their founder, Kawika Kapahulehua, was the 
kapena (captain) of Hokule’a, Hawai’i ‘s first traditional 
transoceanic Polynesian Voyaging Canoe in 500 years on her 
maiden voyage from Hawai’i to Tahiti in 1976. 

HOCVS assigned us to a large, double hull OC12 canoe 

Fleet Captain—Cruising 

Port Captain: Cruising 

Rear Commodore Mike Soltis and  
Lana Hawkins sail Kingfisher, a J-37 

continued next page 

2026 AFTER-MEETING PROGRAMS 
 

January 8, 2026: Celebrating Our New Officers 
 

February, March, April—TBA 
 

May 7: Annual Swap Meet 
 

[June-July-August on hiatus] 

WSSC 2026 CRUISING CALENDAR 
 

CRUISING COMMITTEE MEETING 
Sun., February 1, 2026at Soltis/Hawkins home 

1:00pm Potluck lunch—2:00pm Meeting 
 

WSSC 2025 CRUISING CALENDAR 
 

ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE—SAT. MAY 17  
to the home of PC Carver & Lady Alison Dumke  

Grosse Ile, MI 
 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE 
FRI.-MON. MAY 23-26 

to Safe Harbor Toledo Beach Marina in LaSalle, MI 
Port Captains: VC Todd Harris and Lady Maria Gonzalez 

and Cruising Committee Meeting 
Sun. May 25 at the Memorial Day Weekend Cruise 

 

COMMODORE'S TEA—SAT. JUN 21  
to Leamington, Ontario, Canada 

Port Captain: Lady Helena Thornton 
 

WEEK-LONG CRUISE TO THE LAKE ERIE ISLANDS  
and NW OHIO COAST—July 19-27 

 

LATE SUMMER CRUISE—AUG. 22-24 
to Bay View Yacht Club, Toledo, Ohio 

Port Captain: RC Mike Soltis 
 

HARVEST MOON CRUISE TO MONROE BOAT CLUB 
SEP. 26-28 

Port Captain: Dave Wright 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/wssc-cruising-award-flags
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/wssc-cruising-award-flags
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/wssc-cruising-award-flags
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 Rear Commodore (continued) 

(Outrigger Canoe 12 people). The hulls had 6 seats each and 
were connected by booms such that each hull acts as an 
outrigger for the other. Vincente, our Ho’okele (captain/
steersman) taught us the methods required to work as a 
team. We then paddled while he steered us out to watch 
the sun rise over Haleakala as he chanted (and we joined in) 
the E Ala E (Awaken/Arise) homage to the rising sun in 
Hawaiian language. Vincente then steered us to the 
traditional fishpond that he personally maintains by stacking 
the rocks back up on the breakwall when they get knocked 
down by wave action or storm. After the paddle, he 
introduced us to Kimokeo Kapahulehua, President of HOCVS 
and nephew of the founder. In response to the challenge 

from his uncle, Kimokeo captained an 
outrigger canoe in 2003 that paddled the 
entire length of the Hawaiian island chain 
to Kure Atoll (1600 miles), and back. Talk 
about cruising… 
     I won’t get to see most of you until after 
the holidays, so I will close with the wish of 
Mele Kalikimaka (Merry Christmas) to you 
and your families. 

DON'T MISS THESE UPCOMING WSSC 
ACTIVITIES: 

JANUARY RACING COMMITTEE MEETING 
The first Racing Committee Meeting of 
2026 will be at 7:00 PM on January 7, 2026 
at the Soltis/Hawkins residence on Grosse 
Ile. Call for directions. 
JANUARY GMM CHANGE OF WATCH The 
January 8 GMM will include the Change of 
Watch to install the 2026 officers. 
FEBRUARY CRUISING COMMITTEE 

MEETING The first 2026 meeting of the 
Cruising Committee will be at 1:00 PM on February 1, 2026 
at the Soltis/Hawkins residence on Grosse Ile. Potluck lunch 
at 1:00 PM with business meeting to begin at 2:00 PM. Call 
for directions. All members with an interest in the selection 
and planning of the 2026 cruising events are encouraged to 
join us and have their voice heard. Agenda topics will 
include car and sailing cruise dates and destinations. 

 

Sincerely, 
2025 Rear Commodore Mike Soltis 
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

From the Secretary (including Minutes and Correspondence)  

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING are sent 
to members via email. If you have corrections to the draft 

minutes, please bring them with you 
to the next meeting or send an email 
to the Secretary. MINUTES OF PAST 
MEETINGS can be requested by 
email. 
       LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY are on 
the Corkboard at the GMM, or The 
(virtual) CorkBoard near the back of 
the Tack. Review the list of letters 
and request copies of any you may 
need. 

 MAILING LISTS FOR FRIENDS OF 
THE CLUB: If you know a non-member 
(perhaps one of your racing crew or a 
cruising buddy) who would like to 
receive our meeting notices and/or our 
club newsletter (Starboard Tack), please send their name 
and email address to the Secretary. 

 

Sincerely, 
2025 Acting Secretary, Commodore Jon Cotter 
wsscsecretary@gmail.com 

Acting Secretary—Commodore Jon  
and Lady Helena  
sail JOLEE—a Nonsuch 26 

Photos shared by Mike Soltis 

Traditional wooden OC5 canoe at HOCVS in Maui 
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From the Treasurer  

PERFORMANCE TO BUDGET: In addition to 
the regular monthly P&L report, I will be 
reporting on the WSSC 2025 fiscal year 
performance to budget at the January 
GMM. That information is also being used 
to develop the initial 2026 budget 
proposal for consideration by the 
Executive Committee.  
AVAILABLE TO INTERESTED 

MEMBERS: The current budget and 

monthly financial reports are available to 
WSSC members by contacting the 
Treasurer at wsscfinancial@gmail.com. 

 

Sincerely, 
2025 Acting Treasurer,  
Rear Commodore Mike Soltis 
wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

Acting Treasurer—Rear Commodore Mike Soltis 
and Lana Hawkins sail Kingfisher, a J-37 

From the Membership Officer Lana Hawkins 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY FOR 2025: Here is a year-end snapshot of the 
WSSC membership numbers.  

For the 2025 membership year we had five new memberships with seven 
new people joining the club, Michael Fluegemann, Dieter Giese, Brad Tidik, 
John Gialanella and Sue Smith, and Lyle Antieau and Amy Deller-Antieau. We 
hope to see these great people at activities and sailing throughout the next 
year.  

We had 5 memberships that did not renew. 
 

The end of the year membership totals looks like this: 
066 Total Memberships 
061 Paid Memberships 
026 Individuals 
040 Family Memberships 
052 Regular Memberships 
012 Associate Memberships 
006 Life Memberships 
108 people! 

 

DUES ARE DUE: Membership renewals start in January and dues are due to 
be paid at or before the February membership meeting. Thank you for those 
who have already paid their dues through Zeffy! 
 

You can pay 2026 dues from the WSSC website at: 
https://westshoresailclub.org/pay-dues/ 

 

Here is a direct link to pay dues using Zeffy: 

https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/c3c21d54-28f1-4fcf-aa9e-85bbd2cb1f27 
 

Or you can scan this QR code to be taken directly to Zeffy for WSSC dues: 

 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Sincerely, 
2025 Membership Officer Lana Hawkins 
 wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

WSSC Membership "By the numbers" 

 TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS 66 

 Total Paid Memberships 61 

WSSC memberships are also  
subdivided as follows:  

 Regular Memberships 52 

 Associate Memberships 12 

 Individual Membership 26 

 Family Membership (2 people) 40 

 Life Memberships 6 

 Honorary Memberships in 2025 0 

See your email –or–  
print out the "renewal" form found at  

www.westshoresailclub.org/wssc-
membership/ 

fill it out (including your current club 
interests) and mail with payment of $56 
(includes $1 for Yachtsman's Fund) to:  

WSSC, P.O. Box 369, Trenton, MI 48183 
OR use ZEFFY or PAYPAL online  

Reinstatement fee is assessed for late dues  
starting on MARCH 1st 

mailto:wsscfinancial@gmail.com
https://westshoresailclub.org/pay-dues/
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/c3c21d54-28f1-4fcf-aa9e-85bbd2cb1f27
http://www.westshoresailclub.org/wssc-membership/
http://www.westshoresailclub.org/wssc-membership/
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MEMBERS "IN THE NEWS-letter" 

PC David Monk shares news from the 
December I-LYA meeting: "Alec Chabalowski 
was elected and I was appointed to the I-LYA 
Board of Trustees for 2026."   

"Two WSSC members on the Board is a big 
thing, and likely a first for our club." 

Join us at our GMMs (General Membership Meetings)... 
WE ALWAYS HAVE BIRTHDAY CAKE! AND FUN! AND OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF! 

WSSC TRADITIONAL BIRTHDAY SONG  
is sung at each Membership Meeting:  
This tribute to our Birthday members  

is sung with GUSTO 
(you don't even have to sing it in tune) 

to the tune of Ta-Ra-Ra-BOOM-De-Ay!  

This is your  

BIRTHday song! 

It isn’t VERy long!  

CELEBRATING MEMBER BIRTHDAYS! Membership Officer Lana Hawkins 

Feb. 2 ...... PC David M. 
Feb. 2 ...... Phae L. 
Feb. 5 ...... Dave W. 
Feb. 7 ...... Heather S. 
Feb. 10 .... Jackie M. 
Feb. 12 .... Angela M. 
Feb. 17 .... PC Michael I. 
Feb. 17 .... Jennifer B. 
Feb. 26 .... PC Harvey S. 
Feb. 27 .... Judy T. 
Feb. 27 .... PC Kathy H. 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
Jan. 12 ..... Mary C. 
Jan. 15 ..... Daniel D. 
Jan. 16 ..... Ryan C. 
Jan. 22 ..... Steve S. 
Jan. 27 ..... Fred K. 
Jan. 28 ..... Joni Z. 

We join our birthday celebrants after every monthly membership meeting for birthday cake, compliments of ELLIOTT'S BAKERY! 

(top photo) Alec Chabalowski being sworn 
in as an I-LYA Trustee at the December I-LYA 
meeting held at the Sheraton at Detroit Metro 
Airport. 

(bottom left photo) Alec Chabalowski and 
WSSC PC 2024 Anita Bersie-Chabalowski and 
(bottom right) WSSC Secretary-Elect Patti Baur-
Duffett and WSSC Membership Officer-Elect 
Todd Duffett at the I-LYA at the fall formal 
dinner and Change of Watch ceremony. 
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Photo Fun from December GMM (General Membership Meeting) & Holiday Party 

Photos shared by Maria Gonzalez, Patti Baur-Duffett, Lea Ellwood-Filkins, and someone else I forgot 

PC Mike Jablonski is entrusted to pull the winning raffle ticket. "Hey! I won!" says PC Carver Dumke. And then all joined in the WSSC Birthday song for PC Mike! 

(above) Commodore Jon starts the December meeting. 
Lady Maria announces the theme for the 2026 

Commodore' Ball. (below) Lady Maria and Lady Cindy 
help collect the toys for the holiday charity drive. 

(above) A boatload of toys were collected for 
our charities this year—The Marine Toys for 
Tots and Goodwill of Metro Detroit "Santa 
Shop". 
 
(at left) Holly creates a beautiful "Holly-Day" 
greeting card at the Christmas craft "Activities" 
table set up by Lady Maria. Many of us joined 
in and tried to keep the paint on the cards—
some more successfully than others. 
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HELLO WSSC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: All are welcome to join us on our Car Cruise 

adventures. We're still working on a January event (watch your email). In February we'll be heading 
down to Toledo for the famous Toledo Walleye Hockey team! 

JANUARY CAR CRUISE: TBA—watch your email for details. 

FEBRUARY CAR CRUISE: Sunday February 15, 2026 at 5:15 P.M.—We're going to the Walleyes 

Game! Get your tickets from Jane Bersie, the WSSC Activities Committee Chairperson, for a fun and exciting event 
watching the Toledo Walleye Hockey team Sunday February 15, 2026 at 5:15 P.M. (Doors open 1 hour before the game)  

 

Huntington Center, 500 Jefferson Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43604 
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO (directions, parking, gate & bag policy) 

https://www.toledowalleye.com/know-before-you-go 
FAQ (cashless venue, items not permitted, smoke-free, etc.) 

https://huntingtoncentertoledo.com/venue/faq/ 
 

      The Walleye will be playing against the Fort Wayne Komets. They have plenty of food 
concessions at the Huntington Center. Note: Credit and Debit cards along with Apple pay 
and Google Wallet are accepted there. NO CASH. 
      I have pre-purchased 10 seats in Section 112 Row 8. Once these are gone, I'm not sure 
that I can get any more at the reduced group price of $17/ticket. You will get your ticket 
once you have paid me. Regular tickets are $20, and you will have to get your own after the 
10 are gone, and you will have to pick your own seats. 
Contact me via phone 952-221-0060 or text message if you are interested. I have gone 

before and although I am a hockey novice, it was exciting and a lot of fun. Hope you come along.   
Follow these links to see information about WSSC meetings, activities, races, and cruises on our Facebook page at … 

www.facebook.com/groups/178910452209996   
or on our webpage at westshoresailclub.org/events  
or look for the events "flyers" right here in The Starboard Tack. Members and friends of WSSC also receive emails with 
details of our activities. TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST contact our Membership Officer at … wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 
 

Sincerely, 
Jane Bersie, Activities Committee Chairperson 
bersi001@yahoo.com WSSC 2025/2026 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

JANUARY—TBA 
 

FEBRUARY 15 at 5:15pm  
Toledo Walleyes Hockey at Huntington Center 

 

MARCH—TBA 
 

APRIL—TBA 
 

MAY 7—Annual SWAP MEET 
before and after the meeting  

at Whiskeys on the Water 
 

[June—September on hiatus] 
 

Wednesday, October Car Cruise to the 
2025 WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT 

 

OCTOBER 
Car Cruise to WSSC ANNUAL HARVEST●FEST 

Sloppy Joe Pot Luck ● Hayride 
and S'MORE FUN than a barrel of sailors! 

 

NOVEMBER 
Car Cruise to Thursday Burger Night at MBC 

 

DECEMBER  
Holiday Party and Charity Drive  

Supporting two good causes for kids! 
Goodwill Detroit Santa Shop AND Toys for Tots 

STANDING COMMITTEE NEWS: 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

Jane Bersie, Chairperson 
westshoresailclub.org/events 

 Hey these car cruises  
look like lots of fun! 

Bring your family  
and friends! 

https://www.toledowalleye.com/know-before-you-go
https://huntingtoncentertoledo.com/venue/faq/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/178910452209996
https://westshoresailclub.org/events/
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COMMODORE'S BALL COMMITTEE 
CHAIRPERSON ANNOUNCES FUN THEME 
FOR COMMODORE'S BALL 2026—A 
NIGHT AT THE CASINO! The West Shore 
Sail Club proudly invites you to an 
unforgettable celebration of the 
Commodore’s Ball 2026, honoring 
Commodore Todd Harris and Lady Maria 
with a fun and festive "Casino Night" 
atmosphere. 
 

 
 

Additional details and instructions for purchasing tickets will 
be sent by email. If you have recently changed your email or 
mailing address, please let us know as soon as possible so your 
invitation reaches the correct address. All information is taken 
from the Club’s "Active Membership" list. 

This year’s Commodore’s Ball promises an evening filled with 
elegance, excitement — and a touch of luck — as we honor our 
club’s traditions and discover who will become the luckiest guest 
of the night. 

Evening Highlights: 
• Free bar and lively conversation 
• A delicious dinner 
• The elegant and time-honored Commodore’s Ceremony 
• 2½ hours of DJ music 
• A charming casino atmosphere to keep the excitement going 
Remember, you are welcome to bring family and friends to share in the celebration and enjoy a night that truly captures 

the spirit of the West Shore Sail Club. 
 

Sincerely, 
Lady Maria Gonzalez, Chairperson 
wssccomb@gmail.com 

  Saturday, April 11, 2026 

  6:00 p.m. 

  Crystal Gardens, Southgate, MI 

 

Tickets: 
• $80.00 until March 22 
• $85.00 after March 22 

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS 

COMMODORE'S BALL Maria Gonzalez, Chairperson 

"The only way you can feel proud of something or someone… is when they let you know who, what, or how they did, 
making possible that you can do it, too. Then is when the inspiration arrives. " (Simon Sinek) 



 

www.westshoresailclub.org  https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/  

Page 15 WSSC Starboard Tack December 2025 

A GUIDED TOUR OF THE “NEW” WSSC 
WEBSITE: Webmaster Lana Hawkins made an 
informative presentation at a recent membership 
meeting. She showed the new layout of the 
website, and where to find old and new features. 
A password is required to get into some parts of 
the website, but most areas—including cruising, 
racing, and activities portions of the WSSC 
website—are available to curious people sailing 
the web.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND FIND OUT WHAT'S 
NEW FOR YOU! 

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need 
the password for the Member Login section, 
please contact the Membership Officer via email 
at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

 

Sincerely, 

Website Committee Chairperson 

2025 Commodore Jon Cotter 

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS: 
WEBSITE COMMITTEE 

Commodore 
wssccommodore@gmail.com 

westshoresailclub.org 

WEBSITE UPDATES CONTINUING: If you haven’t looked yet, please take a some time to check 
out the website updates and improvements at www.westshoresailclub.org (use CTRL+click to follow 
the link). The familiar Racing and Cruising tabs are still there, and check out the Club Calendar of 
Events tab, the photos pages, the membership information, and loads more.  

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need the password for the Member Login section, please 
contact the Membership Officer via email at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

 

Sincerely, 

Lana Hawkins, 2025 Webmaster 

From The Webmaster Lana Hawkins 

 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK for photos, news, 
event updates, and more! 

www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub 

  

 

 

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM 
for photos from our races, 
cruises, and other events! 
 

www.instagram.com/
westshoresailclub/  

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE for links to calendars, 
membership, newsletters, and more! 

 www.westshoresailclub.org 

 

WSSC Webmaster Lana Hawkins show some of the website features to the membership at a recent meeting. 

https://westshoresailclub.org/
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WSSC remains a co-operating group with BOAT/US. Our membership number is GA81337S. While 

our members no longer get reduced membership fees, we still can receive discounts on towing 
insurance and more. PC Doug reminds us that ONE GREAT BENEFIT is the Boat U.S. magazine, published every other month, 
and each purchase acquires points towards a future purchase. PC Carver shares that the Towing Insurance can save you many 
hundreds of dollars for even a short tow and would be well worth the price of membership. 

See benefits at: https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/membership.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe at d1howe@wowway.com 

 

 
WSSC is a member of I-LYA and every member of an I-LYA club is automatically a 

member of I-LYA. See I-LYA on social media for the latest schedules and updates:  
WEBSITE: https://i-lya.org/ 
Facebook: I-LYA Inter-Lake Yachting Association https://www.facebook.com/ILYAInterLakeYachtingAssociation  
I-LYA Junior Sailing: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ilyajuniorsailing  
Inter-Lake Yachting Association History: https://www.facebook.com/interlakeyachtingassociationhistory  
The latest I-LYA newsletter is available at https://i-lya.org/i-lya-news/  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON I-LYA CONTACT Kathy Howe at kahowe@wowway.com  
 

 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED: While PC Dick Synowiec and PC Doug Howe continue their service to 

PHRF-LE and to the club s as PHRF-LE measurers, the club is still looking for a volunteer to be a 
PHRF-LE representative. Please contact PC Doug Howe or PC Dick Synowiec to find out more about 
this important position.  

The PHRF-LE website is www.phrf-le.org 
 
 

 
WSSC continues to be a member of U.S. Sailing. However, the current level of membership no longer 

provides for discounted membership rates for club members. U.S. Sailing still provides services for sailors as a 
part of membership. Individual members can join or renew at a discount at: https://ussailing.org 

Members can download the current Racing Rules onto their phone.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe d1howe@wowway.com.  
 

 

 
IMPORTANT HEADS UP FROM DOUG ON CANADIAN CUSTOMS: "If one does not properly check into 

Canadian Customs, you can be subjected to a fine of not less than $1,000." 
DO YOU HAVE YOUR DTOPS DECAL? Boats of length 30' or more need a DTOPS decal to RETURN to the 

U.S. This number as well as a Trusted Traveler number (may not be required for boaters) should be entered 
into CBP Roam as well as passport numbers. 

CBP ROAM: US re-entry via boat requires in-person 
customs clearance or the use of CBP Roam app. Boaters can 
use the Reporting Offsite Arrival-Mobile (CBP ROAM) app as a 
faster way to report their arrival in Michigan, Ohio, and other 
locations. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to sign-up go to: https://
ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/ (Official Trusted Traveler Program Website | 
Department of Homeland Security (dhs.gov)) 

NEXUS: Also, for more extensive travel, Nexus is the least expensive method. The current cost is $120 valid for 5 years. 
Information on Nexus and the other Trusted Traveler programs is at https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/  

CTRL+click on this link to find helpful links on our club website: westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/ 

BoatUS/WEST MARINE Rep. PC Doug Howe. 

I-LYA (INTER-LAKE YACHTING ASSOCIATION)  Rep. PC Kathy Howe. 

PHRF-LE (Performance Handicap Racing Fleet-Lake Erie) (Measurers PC Doug Howe & PC Dick Synowiec). 

U.S. SAILING.ORG Rep. PC Doug Howe 

GLOBAL ENTRY (Canadian Customs and U.S. Customs & Border Protection /USA RE-ENTRY) Rep. PC Doug Howe 

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS — NEWS & INFORMATION NEW INFORMATION IS MARKED WITH * 

* 

* 

https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/
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Thanksgiving 2025 Lake Erie Siech  

The lightning hoist wall looking southwest from the 
small boat ramp 

Looking west 
towards Celeron 

from the small 
boat ramp. 

Left side of Basin in front of FYC looking West towards  
Celeron and Gibraltar 

Basin drained in front of the  
FYC Club house 

East basin of Fisherman’s Creek drained up 
by the entrance to FYC at the canal  

Thank you to Bertie Synowiec for documenting the Thanksgiving 2025 Lake Erie Siech at Ford Yacht Club.  
Wow! That was an awesome and eerie event. 

Seiche: When all the water is pushed to one end of a lake, it is called a seiche. A seiche is a standing wave in which the largest vertical 
oscillations occur at each end of the body of water, often caused by strong winds and changes in atmospheric pressure. This phenomenon can 
lead to significant water level changes, sometimes exceeding 16 feet at each end of the lake. (NOAA) 

NOVEMBER’S WORD OF THE MONTH … seiche [sā(t)SH]  
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MEMBERS AT SEA LAST MONTH  

PC John and Lady Ana Kukla on the Key of Sea in 2025  
"Oh the places you'll go!"  

PC 2022 John and Lady Ana share their adventures  
on their Facebook blog "The Sea Is Calling"  

Key of Sea in 2025 — This year we sailed south down the East 
Caribbean chain of islands.  
 
JANUARY FOUND US IN 
JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA ON THE 
HARD. We upgraded our battery 

bank with lithium batteries, added solar panels and installed 
a strong stern arch to support the panels and our dinghy. We 
splashed on January 25th and then motored down the ICW 
to West Palm beach where we had a new head sail roller 
furler installed.  

ON FEBRUARY 10 we crossed the Gulf stream towards 
the Bahamas. We cruised through the Exuma chain of islands 
until we arrived at Georgetown, this is the last anchorage 
before starting the dreaded Thorny Path. This is the name 
given to the passage between Georgetown and the US Virgin 
Islands because the trade winds blow nonstop from East to 
West and mariners have to deal with seas and wind on the 
nose.  

We checked out of the Bahamas on Great Inagua, known 
for Morton salt ponds and pink flamingos and we had a 
chance to see them both.  

MARCH 21: After 37 hours of motor sailing we arrived in 
Luperon, Dominican Republic. This is a small town known for 
having a very protected bay where many sailors spend 
hurricane season. We met a few who came years ago and 
never left. We appreciated the charm of the town, people 
are friendly, food is inexpensive and Presidente beer comes 
in 22 oz. bottles! 

We were weathered in at Luperon for three weeks as the 
trade winds wouldn’t let up, but we found ways to stay busy 
getting to know the area and mingling with the locals and 
cruising community. 

APRIL 11: From Luperon our next stop was Puerto Real, 
Puerto Rico. This was a 260 nautical miles crossing. We 
motored on the north coast of the DR but we were able to 
sail through the Mona Passage (this is the channel between DR and PR). 
One of this passage’s highlights was seeing Humpback whales feeding as 
we left the East coast of the DR. 

Sailing through Puerto Rico was incredible, we loved cruising along the 
south coast, stopping in the small towns and taking in the liveliness of the 
culture and beauty of the tropical vegetation. Visiting Old San Juan was 
also very special because of its rich history and well preserved Spanish 
colonial architecture. 

MAY 7: Sailed East of main island Puerto Rico to the Spanish Virgin Islands. We stopped in 
Vieques, known for free roaming horses and Mosquito bay known for its bioluminescence. 
We were able to swim at night and the water lights up all around as your body cuts through 
it, a very surreal experience. Culebra and Culebrita islands are the easternmost islands of the 
archipelago and their beauty did not disappoint. 

MAY 14: Off to the USVI and the BVIs. We spent two weeks in both Virgin Islands. We 
stayed busy island hopping, snorkeling and hiking. We understood why it is such a popular 
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charter cruising destination. The islands are close enough for short hops 
and there’s always good wind for sailing. While talking with other 
cruisers on a beach, a bare boat charter skipper from Brazil told us they 
were on their second day of a 10 day trip and asked how long we’ve 
been at it and it felt good to say we were starting our third year of 
cruising! 

MAY 28 - Departed Virgin Gorda BVI towards St. Martin, It took two 
long tacks and 21 hours. This island is French and Dutch, but we quickly 
figured our way around the island. There's a lagoon where one can 
dinghy from one country to the other seamlessly. This was the first 
island where we noticed a shift in the numbers of sailors' nationality. Up 
until now USA sailors were the majority but, here there 
was a very strong presence of European sailors and it 
continued from then on going south. 

JUNE 3: St. Martin to St. Barths. This was a short hop 
of 22 miles, this small French island is so pretty, clean and 
organized it seems like a theme park. We checked in the 
town of Gustavia and walked around for a day. Its narrow 
streets are lined with small cafes, high end restaurants, 
designer boutiques and beautiful well-dressed people; 
needless to say we didn’t feel like we fit in. It was very 
nice to sit at a bar that Jimmy Buffet frequented and performed a few times as this was one of 
his preferred islands. 

JUNE 6TH: At this point Hurricane season had already started on June 1st and we are still 
deep in the Caribbean Hurricane zone so it was time to hurry south. We 
skipped a few islands and made a 122 NM passage from St. Barts to 
Guadeloupe, another French island. We did a few strenuous hikes through 
jungles and rainforests to get to waterfalls and the top of a volcano. We also 
snorkeled in Pigeon Island, a marine reserve with beautiful fish and coral. 
One of the best aspects of the French islands was the very good food, 
especially the pastries. 

JUNE 16: Guadeloupe to Dominica. This is a very rugged volcanic island 
also with wonderful waterfalls and tropical forest. We snorkeled in 
Champagne Reef, where the volcanic sea floor releases gas, creating millions 
of bubbles similar to champagne. 

  JUNE 21: Martinique was next, back to a French island with beautiful 
picturesque fishing villages, beaches and a bustling big city of Port of France. 
We went to a town called Le Marin, the harbor had hundreds of sailboats, 
many of them for chartering.  

JUNE 27: We bypassed the big islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent and sailed 100 NM 
to Bequia in the Grenadines. This is a small island full of Caribbean charm. It has a well 
protected bay, with turquoise, clear water, and nice beaches. There seems to be a bar or 
beer stand every 100 feet!  

JULY 3: A 28 NM hop to the Tobago Cays - three small islets also part of the 
Grenadines known for its crystal clear water and good diving and snorkeling. We 
snorkeled amongst sea turtles here. 

JULY 4: We sailed only 13 NM and we were in another country—Carriacou, Grenada. 
We could see the remnants of Hurricane Beryl that devastated this island last year, there 
are a few wrecks left and some demasted sailboats 
anchored in Tyrell bay.  

JULY 7: 33 NM to the big beautiful island of 
Grenada with lots to see and do. Many cruisers come 
here to spend hurricane season, it has several 
protected bays and there are a lot of yacht services 
available including haul out boat yards. 

JULY 20: An 82 NM overnight passage to Trinidad. 
We were very pleasantly surprised with all the 
amenities and services available to yachts. Key of 

MEMBERS AT SEA LAST MONTH … cruising news from the Key of Sea (continued)  

Navigating the Intercoastal Waterway 

The channel to enter Great Harbor Cay, Bahamas 

Shallow Great Bahama bank on left and Atlantic (Exuma Sound) on right.  
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Sea was hauled out on July 28 at Peakes Yacht Services, and we flew to the USA 
for five weeks. When we returned it was time to work on the boat while we 
lived on it on the hard. It was very hot so we purchased a window AC unit and 
left it running 24/7. We did a sizeable refit there, including repairing the hull-
to-frame/matrix bonding, replacing the dripless prop shaft seal, adding a high 
volume bilge pump with a dedicated thru-hull, replace a couple of existing thru-
hulls with seacocks, rebuilding the windlass, and the usual zinc replacements 
and bottom paint. We splashed on October 23 and immediately headed off for 
Maracas bay, a good 30 nm/5 hr shakedown sail. Dropped the anchor in time 
to have sundowners before sunset. 

OCTOBER 24: Trinidad to Tobago - A 44 NM motoring passage with wind 
and current against us but it was worth it because Tobago was just 
delightful. We had a chance to see the carnival: colorful, loud and 
exuberant. Many cruisers skip Tobago because most anchorages are 
unprotected from the ocean swell and dinghy docks are not available but 
the serenity, beauty of the land and sea, the friendliness of its people 
make up for the inconveniences in our opinion. We planned a week there 
and stayed over three weeks. 

NOVEMBER 17: 93 NM passage back to Grenada. The second here and 
it was even better this time as we were not pressed for time. 

DECEMBER 2: We sailed back to Carriacou then to Bequia where we are 
now. We will spend Christmas and New year’s here. There’s no shortage of 
things to do. The cruisers and locals organized group activities daily like 
hiking trips, games, music jams for John, bar crawls, dinghy drifts and so 
much more. The weather is perfect and we swim everyday in clear blue 84 
degree water.  

We have no firm plans for the coming year. We will keep on sailing 
north up the islands until we get to Puerto Rico, then perhaps sail south to 
the ABC’s (Aruba, Curaçao and Belair), and then cross to Colombia. 

WE WISH ALL OUR WSSC FRIENDS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW 
YEAR. We are happy to see our beloved club thriving and the Bridge officers and membership working 
hard to keep everything moving forward. Congratulations to all!  

 
SOME FUN STATS FOR 2025: 
2,700 nm  ...... Total distance traveled 
235 days ........ Total days on Key of Sea 
215 days ........ Total days at anchor or mooring ball 
11 nights ....... Overnight passages spent at sea 
 9 days ........ Marinas 
 507 hrs ........ Total hours spent underway 
 275 gal ........ Total Diesel fuel consumed 
1,700 gal ....... Sea water RO filtered to fresh water 
880 KWh ....... Total Solar Energy harvested 
 

Happy to be swimming in 
80° clear water in February  

MEMBERS AT SEA LAST MONTH … cruising news from the Key of Sea (continued)  

My Boy Scout tying a piece 
of rope on a branch so we 

can find our way back. 

Breadfruit Baby Papayas 

Tricky right-of-way rules. 
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Carnival in Tobago – The big Carnival in this country is in Trinidad in February, but Tobago hosts its Carnival “off season” to make sure people don’t miss it. Luckily 
for us we splashed Key of Sea and sailed to Tobago (a 60 mile passage from Trinidad) in time to partake on the last day of the festivities. Tobago Carnival was 
exuberant, colorful and loud to say the least. Hundreds of people take part on the parade or “Mas” short for masquerade, mostly women dressed with intricate 
beaded costumes, with feathers, shiny decorations and lots of bare skin! They have several big semi trucks loaded with speakers, amplifiers and a huge generator 
where the DJs play very loud “music”.  

MEMBERS AT SEA LAST MONTH … cruising news from the Key of Sea (continued)  

(top left) April 2025—We gathered in Key of Sea’s cockpit to celebrate our friend’s birthday and ANZAC day = Australia and New Zealand Armi Corp. It is a big 
holiday in Australia. (top right) St Thomas, USVI—Queen Mary, Queen Agnes and Queen Josiah. These women led a successful 1878 insurrection against the 
Danish Government demanding improved working and living conditions, and better wages.  

In October, Key of Sea was hauled out for three months in Trinidad, during this time we traveled to Michigan for five weeks to visit family and doctor’s appoint-
ments. When we returned it was time to work on projects. Very messy boat as John was working on repairing a crack on the hull! Key of Sea was relaunched on 
10/23 and sailed to Tobago Island in time for its Carnival. 

Easter at 
Coffin Island,  
PR 
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LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY 
 

If you would like a copy of any letter for your cruising plans, send an email  
with your request to WSSC Secretary at wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com 

Thank you to Elliott's Bakery and Coffee Shop for your support over the years of 
our birthday celebrations. Your support makes our meetings quite delicious! 

INVITATION received from Grosse Ile Yacht Club: "Grosse Ile Yacht Club...Cordially extends to the Flag Officers and 
Members of West Shore Sail Club and their guests privileges of our Club House and facilities for the year 2025." It is 
signed by the Commodore, Andy Morrison. (Obtain a copy of this invitation from the WSSC Secretary.) 

STARBOARD TACK is the monthly newsletter of the West Shore Sail Club, Trenton, Michigan.  
PUBLISHED 12 times annually, with a combined issue for June/July and a "calendar only" issue in late July. DISTRIBUTION by email to WSSC members, racers, 
and friends of the club, by posting to the club's Facebook page, and on the public section of the WSSC website. ARTICLE AND AD DEADLINE IS FIRST 
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. Submit all written information in Word or compatible format. Submit ads, graphics, photos in JPG, PNG, or PDF format. Please 
submit “high quality” (at least 600x600) graphics and photos. Contact Editor for ADVERTISING PRICES, SIZING, and DISCOUNT SCHEDULE. (Classified Ads for 
members are free.) The Starboard Tack is published mid-month.  

SUBMIT articles, classifieds, ads, and other information to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com  
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HELP WANTED  

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
See the Commodore for more information. 

Thanks to Mike Soltis for submitting this photo from the weeklong summer cruise. 

Don’t forget to submit your funny, weird, unusual photos to 

wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Just a reminder ... 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS  + indicates Board of Directors 

OFFICE OFFICER  EMAIL 

Commodore +  Jonathan Cotter  wssccommodore@gmail.com 

Vice Commodore +  Todd Harris  wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

Rear Commodore +  Mike Soltis  wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Secretary +  (Acting) Commodore Cotter  wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer +  (Acting) Mike Soltis  wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

Membership Officer Lana Hawkins  wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

Director +  PC 2017/2018 David Monk  david.monk@hotmail.com 

Director +  PC 2012 Chuck Laskey  claskey1954@yahoo.com 

STANDING AND OTHER COMMITTEES     * indicates Standing Committee 

OFFICE / COMMITTEE / ACTIVITY or EVENT CONTACT  EMAIL 

*Activities Chairperson Jane Bersie  bersi001@yahoo.com 

Advertising (ad placement) Starboard Tack Editor  WSSCstarboardtack@gmail.com 

*Audit Committee Treasurer  wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

Boat U.S. Representative PC Doug Howe  d1howe@wowway.com 

Budget Committee  Executive Committee    

Bylaws Committee  Past Commodores Committee    

Club Memory (Anniversary) Album HELP! We need a volunteer!  send photos to joncotter@att.net 

Commodore’s Ball Chairperson Mariajose (Maryjo) González   evoluciond229@hotmail.com  

*Cruising Committee Chairperson Rear Commodore  wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Cruising Log Master PC Kathy Howe  kahowe@wowway.com 

Fleet Captain—Cruising Dave Wright  iamdave57@gmail.com 

Fleet Captain—Racing (WNATR) PC Chris McCardell  courtofficer@att.net 

Fleet Captain—Racing (Specialty Races) PC Chris McCardell  courtofficer@att.net 

Facebook Page Administrator (contact through WSSC Facebook page)  

Historian Lea Ellwood-Filkins  leaef@ameritech.net 

I-LYA Delegate PC Kathy Howe  kahowe@wowway.com 

M.C. (Commodore’s Ball and Special Events  

Master of Ceremonies) 
   

Meeting Programs Rear Commodore  wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Membership Lana Hawkins  wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor (Starboard Tack) Lea Ellwood-Filkins  wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Nomination Committee  Past Commodores Committee   wssccommodore@gmail.com 

*Past Commodores Committee  
Co-Chairpersons 

PC Carver Dumke (Co-Chairperson) 
PC Dave Monk (Co-Chairperson) 

 
cadumke@gmail.com 
david.monk@hotmail.com 

PHRF-LE Delegate HELP! We need a volunteer!   

PHRF-LE Measurer 
PC Dick Synowiec 
PC Doug Howe 

 
cptsnick1@gmail.com 
d1howe@wowway.com  

Port Captains: Cruising Events (see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)  

Port Captains: Specialty Races (see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)  

*Racing Committee Chairperson Vice Commodore  wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

Social Media Moderator Executive Committee    

Swap Meet Chairperson PC Doug Howe  d1howe@wowway.com 

Webmaster  Lana Hawkins  Lana.Hawkins@gmail.com  

Website Committee Commodore  wssccommodore@gmail.com 

WNATR Racing Committee Boat Chairperson Fleet Captain—Racing  courtofficer@att.net (Chris McCardell) 

 WSSC CONTACTS for 2025 
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 WSSC ROLLING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 WSSC Meetings & Events Date & Time and Location Event Contact 
 RED indicates WNATR racing event — BLUE indicates cruising event — ORANGE indicates specialty racing event — PURPLE indicates activities committee event  

    

 RACING COMMITTEE Meeting 
Jan. 7, 2026 *Wednesday—7:30pm 
at the home of Vice Commodore-Elect (contact Mike Soltis) 

Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Racing 

● 
JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   and CHANGE OF WATCH 

JAN. 8, 2026 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys & Zoom 
PROGRAM: Celebrating with our new officers! 

Commodore / M.C. 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Jan. 9 *Friday—11:59:59pm for January Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

● January CAR CRUISE (TBD) Activities Committee Chairperson 

 Racing Boat of the Year DEADLINE 
Jan. 31—WSSC Racing Boat of the Year (Spinnaker and JAM) 
APPLICATION DUE January 31 to Vice Commodore 

Vice Commodore 

    

 CRUISING COMMITTEE Meeting 
Feb. 1 *Sunday—1:00pm Potluck, 2:00pm Meeting 
(see email for location—contact Rear Commodore-Elect Lana 
Hawkins) 

Rear Commodore and 
Fleet Captain-Cruising 

 DUES ARE DUE Membership Dues are due Feb. 5 (first Thursday of Feb.) Membership Officer 

 

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  and EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL 
      GOALS PRESENTATION 

FEB. 5 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
PROGRAM: Executive Committee 2026 Goals Presentation 

Commodore / Executive Committee 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Feb. 6 *Friday—11:59:59pm for February Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

● February CAR CRUISE  
Feb. 15 *Sunday at 5:15pm—Toledo Walleyes Hockey at 
Huntington Center 

Activities Committee Chairperson 

 NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE Meeting (TBD) Starboard Tack Editor 

 RACING COMMITTEE Meeting (TBD) 
Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Racing 

    

 MARCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
MAR. 5 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
PROGRAM: (TBD) 

Meeting: Commodore 
Program: Rear Commodore 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Mar. 6 *Friday—11:59:59pm for March Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

● March CAR CRUISE (TBD) Activities Committee Chairperson 

 RACING COMMITTEE Meeting (TBD) 
Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Racing 

   

 APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
APR. 2 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
PROGRAM: (TBD) 

Meeting: Commodore 
Program: Rear Commodore 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Apr. 3 *Friday—11:59:59pm for April Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

 I-LYA Spring Meeting Apr. 00, 2026 in Westlake, Ohio Association Rep. PC Kathy Howe 

● WSSC COMMODORE'S BALL 
Apr. 11 *Saturday—6:00pm 
at Crystal Garden, Southgate 

Commodore's Ball Committee 
Chairperson 

● April CAR CRUISE We're car-cruising to the COMMODORE'S BALL, of course!  

 RACING COMMITTEE Meeting (TBD) 
Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Racing 

   

● 
MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   ANNUAL SWAP MEET 

MAY 7 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water 
PRE/POST-MEETING EVENT: ANNUAL SWAP MEET  

Meeting: Commodore  
Swap Meet Event Chairperson 
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 WSSC ROLLING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 WSSC Meetings & Events Date & Time and Location Event Contact 
 RED indicates WNATR racing event — BLUE indicates cruising event — ORANGE indicates specialty racing event — PURPLE indicates activities committee event  
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