
2025 WSSC Cruising Awards 

1. BASIS - Flags will be awarded based upon Single Season and/or Milestone Distances cruised 
with or while members of WSSC. Members can select either, neither or both flags at $35 each 
to be awarded at the next Commodore’s Ball. Even if you don’t want a flag this year, it is 
important to turn in your log in order to maintain accurate records for your WSSC cruising 
career and to be recognized for your cruising season at the next Commodore’s Ball. 

2. FLAGS - Cruising Award flags will be 12” x 18” to be size appropriate for flying on boats of 25-
45’ LOA. Note that this is smaller than the 16” x 24” flags awarded in past years. 

a. SINGLE SEASON – Single season award flags shall continue to reflect the actual 
cruising mileage accumulated during that season. 

b. MILESTONE – Cumulative distance flags shall be awarded to recognize discrete 
milestone distances: 100 / 250 / 500 / 1,000 / 2,500 and every 2,500 miles thereafter 

c. COLORS – same for both, mileage in colors 
i. single season and milestone flags 

1. Yellow 100-499 miles 
2. Red     500-999 miles 
3. Blue    1000+ miles 

ii. milestone distance flags 
1. Yellow 100 / 250 / 500 miles 
2. Red     1000 / 2500 / 5000 miles 
3. Blue    7500 / 10,000 miles 

d. LAKE ENDORSEMENTS - same for both single season & milestone flags 
i. E – Lake Erie 3+ unique ports  
ii. C – Lake St. Clare 3+ unique ports 
iii. H – Lake Huron 3+ unique ports 
iv. M – Lake Michigan 2+ unique ports 
v. S – Lake Superior 2+ unique ports 
vi. O – Lake Ontario 2+ unique ports 
vii. A – Anywhere Else 2+ unique ports 

3. CRUISE - A cruise is defined as a boat trip that begins and ends the day in a different port, 
anchorage or mooring field. Cruise includes Overnight Passages that end in a different port 
and excludes Day Sails. 

a. OVERNIGHT PASSAGE - A passage that continues the journey overnight without 
stopping in port (anchorage or mooring field) the same day shall report the first port that 
it does stop as the destination port.  

b. DAY SAIL - A day sail starts and ends the day in the same port and does not count as a 
cruise for award purposes, even if it consists of multiple segments. 

4. SEGMENTS - A cruise may consist of multiple segments, each of which involves stopping at a 
waypoint such as docking at a restaurant for a meal or anchoring at an island to swim, prepare 
/ eat a meal or take a dinghy / water taxi ashore to explore. A segment may be recognized any 
time that the boat is stopped and secured to a fixed location, including by rafting off from other 
vessel(s) that are themselves docked, anchored or moored.  

5. LOG ENTRIES – Use the Log form to record: 
a. The shortest navigable, safe distance between locations along a course that would be 

charted by a prudent skipper. That is, distance made good. Note that this allows the 
inclusion of distances added to avoid islands and shoals appropriate to the boat draft 
(e.g. sailing around Celeron to get out into Lake Erie), but excludes the extra distances 
traveled when tacking because of wind direction. 

b. Between starting and ending ports of a cruise, accounting for any segments. It is 
preferred to record all segments as separate cruises on the same date, but you can 



record the day as a cruise and mention the segment stopping locations in the notes to 
support the additional distance. 

6. MEASURES - Log entry distances will continue to be reported in statute miles (reference: 1.15 
statute mile = 1 nautical mile), either rounded to the nearest mile or 0.1 mile per your 
preference. 

7. CUMULATIVE MILES – Awards based upon cumulative miles will include cruising distance 
accumulated across multiple seasons while an active member of WSSC and / or while 
participating in organized WSSC cruises. 

a. HISTORICAL RECORDS of the prior Cruising Awards administrator, Kathy Howe, are 
summarized and included with this document. They cover years 2013-24, are accepted 
“as is” and considered to be correct for purposes of the Milestone Award. 

b. PRIOR YEAR LOG SUBMISSIONS – Some members may not have submitted for 
Cruising Award Logs in one or multiple years past for potentially multiple reasons. 
These omissions may be addressed for purposes of Milestone Awards by submitting 
Additional Prior Year Logs that are consistent with 2025 submission standards and 
supported by suitable Documentation. That is, consistent with the definitions of Cruise, 
Segments, Log Entries and Measures as defined in this document on a form that 
includes at minimum, the information on this year’s form. 

i. DOCUMENTATION – Credible, contemporary evidence must accompany any 
Prior Year Log submissions to be considered for Milestone Cruise record 
updates. Such records as supporting emails with club officers, mentions in 
Starboard Tack or other Club documents provide the most convincing evidence. 

Last Name First Names Miles 
Baumgartner Don 3,295 
Boardman Bryce 402 
Bohl Rick & Kelly 0 
Brennan Dale 247 
Chabalowski  1,222 
Cotter Jon & Helena Thornton 235 
Dumke Carver & Allison 1,320 
Giles Jeff 518 
Howe Doug & Kathy 11,112 
Ingrody Michael 225 
Kukla John & Ana 1,844 
Laskey Chuck & Phae 2,805 
Lozon Andrew & Juliann 145 
Lozon Tim & Cindi 171 
Samuelson John 365 
Shackelford Richard & Lori 1,959 
Smith Barb & Lary 233 
Stefke Tim 500 
Williamson Dan & Peg Hiller 2,957 
Wright Dave & Amy 8,887 
Yee Lance & Christie 578 

 

 


