Starboard Tack

WSSC: promoting the sport of sailing and seamanship since 1972

From The Commodore (including Executive Committee news)

October 2025

Jonathan "Jon" Cotter

RACING SEASON WINDS DOWN:
When the WNATR races started, it
seemed like a few weeks ago, and we
looked forward to 15 races and
making that drive down to Grosse lle
worth it every time. Now from
October’s view it was over too fast as
we finished up Fall # 5 on the 17th.

Thank you to VC Todd Harris and
Fleet Captain—Racing Chris
McCardell, as well as the entire Race
Committee for helping to make it

happen.
For the last
WNATR race most of the fleet did not
finish for lack of wind as we crawled
downwind with our spinnaker
helpless to move us. | am looking
forward to Racing Awards night and
the opportunity to see all the
competitors one more time before
the winter sets in.

Jolee snuck a Dacron race (AKA
Sail GI Rum Race) in with some FYC

2025 Commodore Jon and Lady Helena
sail JOLEE—a Nonsuch 26

Flotsam or Jetsam?? Impromptu opportunity to
practice safety procedures at sea

boats where we

got to race

against the new

incarnation of

long-running race

boat Hellion - as Lightning. Our head
start didn't help too much ;)

LAST CRUISE OF THE SEASON: Jolee
had another fine sail (with a little
diesel mixed in) on the Harvest Moon
Cruise down to Monroe that ended the
cruising season for us.

Once again we thank RC Mike Soltis,
Fleet Captain—Cruising Dave Wright,
and Dan Williamson for planning this event. Even if you
didn't sail there, we had a great turnout at dinner with
good attendance from all of our clubs.

BUOY HAULOUT WORKOUT: One of the first things |
volunteered for at West Shore Sail Club was buoy service
and delivery. | can recollect meeting for the first time many
of our members, PC Monk, PC Anita Bersie-Chabalowski
and Alec Chabalowski, along with a few familiar folks from
FYC—PC Doug Howe and PC Dick Synowiec. | really have
enjoyed this event every year (going in and out) because it
physically connects us to what we offer to the local sailing
community. You get wet, muddy, and tired and enjoy the

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE P

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for these NOVEMBER & DECEMBER EVENTS

* ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP WITH ELECTIONS *
Thursday, Nov. 6

Past Commodores Committee closes nominations and conducts elections at this meeting.
at Whiskeys on the Water — 6:30pm social hour —7:30pm meeting

*Racing Committee Meeting November 19 *

* December GMM & Holiday Party—Thursday, Dec. 4 *
at Whiskeys on the Water — 6:30pm social hour —7:30pm meeting / ELECTION RESULTS
After-meeting PROGRAM: HOLIDAY PARTY & TOY DRIVE
for Marine Reserves TOYS FOR TOTS & Goodwill of Greater Detroit SANTA SHOP

* Deadline for the NOVEMBER Starboard Tack articles, flyers, ads, photos is Friday, Nov. 5 *
(Please send reports in .doc or .docx format and photos in .jpg or .jpeg format. Please identify photos with event and person.)

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Commodore (continued)

boat ride with some good friends. The fraternity of the work helps encourage us
to get to know each other more and look forward to another year of racing plans
for the next season. Besides that, you get a Cotter checking the cotter pins!

NOVEMBER ANNUAL MEETING: At the November meeting we have our
officer elections. Thanks to our great new volunteers it looks like we will have a
much more complete bridge in 2026 which will make everything easier for our
new Flag Officers moving up.

Thank you to Mike Soltis for doing double-duty as Treasurer all year as well as
filling all the duties of Rear Commodore.

We still have a few opportunities left for service to the club for Membership
Officer and for Fleet Captain—Cruising.

Nominations are open until the election is held at the November meeting.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES “ON THE HARD”: With many boats likely to be going
into hibernation during October, | am looking forward to seeing many of you at
Awards night at Whiskeys and Harvest Fest at Laskey’s .

HELM'’S A LEE,

Sincerely,
2025 Commodore Jon Cotter
wssccommodore@gmail.com

A pretty balloon provides another
opportunity to practice safety
procedures at sea aboard Jolee

Photos shared by Commodore Cotter
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

FIRST THURSDAYS (except as noted on club calendar)
Social Gathering starts at 7:00PM ... MEETING starts at 7:30PM
Meetings are typically "hybrid" = LIVE at Whiskeys on the Water and on ZOOM

LIVE MEETING LOCATION: WHISKEYS ON THE WATER at 2903 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, at the southeast corner of Oak and Biddle.
Meeting will be held in the upstairs space — there is an elevator available. Enjoy the upstairs bar. COME EARLY AND ENJOY DINNER
before (or during) the meeting. The whole menu is available starting at 6:30 and throughout the evening.

Online "ZOOM" MEETING LOCATION is emailed by the Secretary to Members and Friends the week of the meeting. To get on our

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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ANNUAL MEETING INCLUDING ELECTIONS

Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 7:30pm
AT WHISKEY'S ON THE WATER IN WYANDOTTE

STANDING COMMITTEE NEWS:

PAST COMMODORES COMMITTEE

"AN ORGANIZATION LIKE WSSC DOES NOT RUN ITSELF."
(PC Carver Dumke)

NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS PROCESS: The 2025 West
Shore Sail Club elections process started at the October
General Membership meeting with the Past Commodores
Committee Co-Chairperson PC Carver Dumke opening the
candidate nomination process for Flag Officers, Executive
Committee Officers, and Board of Directors positions. The
nomination process has been open since its call at the
October meeting and will be closed at the NOVEMBER
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING on Thursday, NOVEMBER 6,
at Whiskeys on the Water and on Zoom. (Details for joining
the Zoom portion of the meeting will be sent in an email
from the Secretary prior to the Annual Meeting.) A call for
election will be conducted at the November 6th meeting
based on the close of nominations.

NOMINATED AT THE OCTOBER MEETING (SO FAR): The
following are the nominations as of the October membership
meeting, and more contacts and nominations will be made
throughout October. Nominations will close during the
November Annual Meeting and the elections will follow at
the same meeting.

Flag Officer Nominees

e Commodore—Todd Harris

e Vice Commodore—Mike Soltis

e Rear Commodore — Lana Hawkins
Executive Committee Officer Nominees

e Secretary—Patti Baur-Duffett

e Treasurer—Michael Fluegemann

e Membership Officer—(OPEN)

Board of Directors Nominees
e Director—PC Chuck Laskey

These appointments for officers, directors, and
chairpersons not subject to election were accepted.
e Director—PC David Monk
e Activities Committee Chairperson—Jane Bersie

PC 2017/2018 David, 2025 Director and
Commodores Committee Co-chairperson
sails (too small to name) — a Sirocco 15

PC Carver Dumke / PC David Monk

These positions for officers and
chairpersons not subject to election
remain open as of the October GMM.

o Fleet Captain-Cruising—(OPEN)
e Memory Album Keeper—(OPEN)

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTED
POSITIONS REMAIN OPEN UNTIL
NOVEMBER ANNUAL MEETING:
Additional candidate nominations can
be communicated to either PC Carver Dumke or PC David
Monk prior to the close of nominations at the November
Annual Meeting. All candidate nominations must be made in
accordance with our Constitution and Bylaws, and accepted
by the nominee, to be considered for election.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP! The Past Commodores
Committee also wishes to again thank the membership and
everyone that served and supported WSSC in any role during
2025. It has been a successful year so far, and we look
forward to many more.

Respectfully submitted,

PC 2013 Carver Dumke
2025 Past Commodores Committee Co-chairperson

PC 2017/2018 David Monk
2025 Director and Past Commodores
Committee Co-chairperson

PC Carver Dumke, Co-chairperson of the Past Commodores
Committee, explains the elections process, and opens the
nominations at the October 2024 GMM.

"In between boats" right now, PC 2013 Carver,
2025 Commodores Committee Co-chairperson,
sails with Lady Allison on other people's boats

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* NEXT RACING COMMITTEE MEETING NOV. 19TH *
Todd Harris

From The Vice Commodore (including Racing Report)

A beautiful day at sea with the buoys.

BUOY PULL: Winds and waves from the East had been
building all night but the boat and crew of the WSSC
members braved the rolling waters — and the occasional
rogue wave — to yank our racing buoys from Canadian
waters. Dirty work, sure. Good fun and camaraderie,
guaranteed. Thanks to Gibraltar Boat Yard for loan of their

that are up for adoption. I’'m hopeful
that our sister clubs might consider
getting in on this opportunity.

The 2026 Lighthouse Challenge
partner will be announced early next
spring, but you can still make a
donation to our 2025 charity partner
by contacting our Treasurer at
wsscfinancial@gmail.com.

WSSC WNATR & SPECIALTY
RACING AWARDS NIGHT: We are
looking forward to seeing everyone —
friends, family and crew — at the
WSSC WNATR and Specialty Racing
Awards Night on October 22nd. If
history is any measure, we expect a
fun-filled event with a standing-room-
only crowd packing the room. We’'ll be
sharing racing results and photos of
this annual event in our November
newsletter. Stay tuned!

SEE YOU ON THE WATER!

Sincerely,
2025 Vice Commodore Todd Harris
wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com

Fleet Captain—Racing

Racing Committee

WSSC
Lighthouse
Challenge
Regatta

sturdy old fishing vessel skippered by WSSC member Tim
Steffke!

Many of our old buoys (five) continue to do fine and
remain in service without concern. All of our new, but
smaller, buoys (four) are now in service but one (SW) needs
a little work to keep it upright. We also have an LHC buoy
ball stored at FYC. It’s probably time to consider a spare
buoy for next season.

LIGHTHOUSE CHALLENGE 2025: When all of the books
were cleared and checks cashed, the final amount raised for
our charity — The Detroit River Story Lab — is (drumroll)
$1152. Wow, not too shabby! Just as important are the
matching funds offered by The University of Michigan,
bringing the actual fundraising total up to $2304. This was
supported by a few generous donors that went above and

beyond. As a way to recognize them,
someone earlier this year had floated the
idea to “Adopt-a-Buoy”. Well, we had
three such members that will receive
special 2026 Racing Season honorary
recognition in the Starboard Tack. It’s
never too late to reach into your
pocket to write a check or use our
Zeffy link to invest in the WSSC
community. We have six more buoys

WSSC 2025 RACING CALENDAR

2025 WSSC SPECIALTY RACES
Doublehanded Race—July 5

Lighthouse Challenge Regatta—August 16
and charity afterglow supporting Detroit River Story Lab

Jack & Jill Race—August 31
Potluck afterglow & corn roast at FYC North Shelter

2025 WNATR RACING SEASON
Buoy Launch—Sat. May 10

Competitors’ Meeting—Tue. May 13

Wed. Spring Series
May 21, May 28, Jun 11, Jun 18, Jun 25
Summer Series
Jul 2, Jul 23, Jul 30, Aug 6, Aug 13
Fall Series
Aug 20, Aug 27, Sep 3, Sep 10, Sep 17
Buoy Retrieval—Sat. Sep 20
WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT

Oct 22—Wednesday at Whiskeys on the Water
6:30pm kitchen opens / 7:30pm Awards Ceremony

2025 Vice Commodore Todd
and Lady Maria sail
FANDANGO—a Catalina 30

RACING COMMITTEE MEETING
November 19

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE P

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/

www.westshoresailclub.org
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Vice Commodore (continued)

It goes without saying,
the buoys are sure
popular with the gulls.
(Eyww. Maybe we

It’s a beautiful day at sea with e
shouldn’t have said it.)

Captain Tim and Commodore Jon.

The mighty crew takes a break between buoys. Rear Commodore Mike “cruises” on Big Blue.
Photos shared by Todd Harris, Jon Cotter

Check out WSSC racing information on our website: www.westshoresailclub.com/

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* PLEASE VISIT OUR LHC SPONSORS WHO HELP MAKE THIS CHALLENGE A SUCCESS *

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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* NEXT CRUISING COMMITTEE MEETING (TBD) *

UPCOMING AFTER-MEETING PROGRAMS
August 7: Tall Tales of Tall Ships with PC David Monk
September 4: Mark and Michele Van derVelde of GLLKA
October 2: Sailing on the Hard - TIYC PC Alec Chabalowski

November 6: ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP
INCLUDING OFFICER ELECTIONS

December 4: Annual Holiday Party
and charity toy collections

Fandango — VC Todd and Lady Mary tripping the
light fantastic before landing at Bolles Harbor

IT HAD TO HAPPEN...the summer cruising season has
come to a close with the WSSC annual visit to our longtime
friends at Monroe Boat Club for the Harvest Moon Cruise
the weekend of September 26-28. Seven boats made the trip
to Bolles Harbor with Blue Skies (PC Chuck Lasky) leading the
flotilla, followed by Puffin (PC Jody Larrow & Becky McNew),
Still No Agenda (PC Lance & Christy Yee), Dulcinea (PC Dick
Shackelford & John Samuelson), Fandango (VC Todd Harris &

Maria Gonzalez), Kingfisher (Lana Hawkins &
RC Mike Soltis) and with Jolee (Commodore
Jon Cotter & Helena Thornton) arriving on

Saturday to join the 2 resident Port
Captains and their boats The Wright
Choice (Dave & Amy Wright) and Tiki Bar
(PC Dan Williamson & Peggy Hillen). PC
Chuck Laskey assisted the Port Captains
by directing the arriving boats to their
slips and helping them tie up. Upon

Rear Commodore Mike Soltis and
Lana Hawkins sail KINGFISHER, a J-37

www.westshoresailclub.org

arrival, we learned that MBC had a
surprise for us — their brand-new
bathhouse at our end of the marina
was open for our use! The weekend
weather was warm and sunny (with
minimal wind), so Phae Laskey (car
cruising with Diesel & crew) ordered
pizza and the group had an outdoor
picnic before moving to the clubhouse
for after dinner drinks and
camaraderie.

The next day, people went
exploring on their own with some
walking up La Plaisance Rd and over
the bridge to the Bolles Harbor Boat
Launch to explore the park at the end
of Waters Edge Drive. This is my third Harvest Moon Cruise,
but it was the first time that Lana and | arrived during
daylight. | vividly remember Lana shining our flashlight at the
signs which glowed eerily at the ends of the ramp docks
upon our first nighttime arrival and being confused as to
what these danger warnings were all about. Fortunately, we
heeded the warnings, kept our distance and waited until the
next day to find out.

On Saturday afternoon, Lana and | decided to explore the
waterfront and homes on the MBC side of the river. We had
done this before and had taken note of a cute, cobblestone
house on Lake Street with Lake Erie frontage and a stately

Fleet Captain—Cruising

Port Captain: Cruising

WSSC 2025 CRUISING CALENDAR

ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE—SAT. MAY 17
to the home of PC Carver & Lady Alison Dumke
Grosse lle, Ml
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE
FRI.-MON. MAY 23-26
to Safe Harbor Toledo Beach Marina in LaSalle, Ml
Port Captains: VC Todd Harris and Lady Maria Gonzalez
and Cruising Committee Meeting
Sun. May 25 at the Memorial Day Weekend Cruise

COMMODORE'S TEA—SAT. JUN 21
to Leamington, Ontario, Canada
Port Captain: Lady Helena Thornton

WEEK-LONG CRUISE TO THE LAKE ERIE ISLANDS
and NW OHIO COAST—July 19-27

LATE SUMMER CRUISE—AUG. 22-24
to Bay View Yacht Club, Toledo, Ohio
Port Captain: RC Mike Soltis

HARVEST MOON CRUISE TO MONROE BOAT CLUB
SEP. 26-28
Port Captain: Dave Wright

CRUISING COMMITTEE MEETING
January (TBD)

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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The Mclintyre, Bolles Harbor

wooden mansion that appeared to be an event venue. | did
a little digging this time and learned that the large wooden
house, originally called the Bolles Mansion, but now called
The Mclntyre, was built in 1920 to be the summer residence
of William Bolles, the Toledo businessman (fountain pen
manufacturing) who developed the harbor. After William
retired to Florida in 1940, he sold the property to Charles
Mclintyre to replace their lake home that burned down in
1941. Charles was a co-founder of the company that
became Monroe Auto Equipment. Eventually, the mansion
became the corporate retreat and lodge for Monroe Auto
Equipment (manufacturer of Monroe Shock Absorbers) and
after Tenneco acquired MOE in 1977, Tenneco Lodge. Back
in 1988, | attended a suspension design seminar that was
sponsored by Monroe Auto/Tenneco at their corporate
retreat. My memory of that event is now vague with the
passing years, but the venue would have been consistent
with The Mclintyre. In 2018, the present owners acquired
Tenneco Lodge and converted it into the present wedding
venue.

On Saturday evening, the group reconvened for dinner
at the Harbor Hook & Grille, where we were joined by car
cruisers: Scott & Carrie Guideau, PC John & Lea Ellwood-
Filkins and Gale & Karen Laughner. We filled the private
dining room with an excellent turnout of 29 WSSC members
before returning to the clubhouse for another round of after
dinner drinks and conversation.

By noon on Sunday, we were all on our way back to our
home ports and bringing the Great Lakes sailing season to a
conclusion. Which brings us to haul out. By now, most of us
are either out of the water or finalizing plans to do so.
Kingfisher is out of the water and hibernating on the FYC
parking lot.

GMM GUEST SPEAKER SERIES: Thank you, Alec
Chabalowski, for the last regularly scheduled presentation of
2025 on ice boating at the October GMM. It was illuminating
to learn how spur of the moment iceboating is with regatta
plans and locations so dependent upon the weather and
people scouting for suitable ice surface and thickness
conditions all over the Great Lakes Region. It certainly looks
like a thrilling way to get your sailing fix! | plan to be
checking in with you to try to arrange a ride this winter.

OCTOBER HARVEST-FEST PARTY Saturday October 25,
PC Chuck and Phae Laskey will, once again, host the annual
WSSC Harvest-Fest party and potluck at their farm. We're
looking forward to the Halloween costumes, favorite potluck
dishes, and the hayride!

NOVEMBER GMM ELECTION NIGHT The November 6
GMM will include elections for the 2026 officers. Be sure to
attend and cast your votes. Even better yet, volunteer for
one of the open positions that don’t presently have new
nominees for 2026 — Membership Officer or Fleet Captain—
Cruising. They are a great way to contribute to the operation
of the club...we need YOU!

DECEMBER GMM CHRISTMAS PARTY The December 4
GMM is also the annual Christmas Party. The festivities
include toy gift donations from members to the “Toys for
Tots” charity, and local “Goodwill of Greater Detroit - Santa
Shop". If you can’t make the party, be sure to deliver your
gift in advance to a member of the Executive Committee for
distribution with the club gifts.

Sincerely,
2025 Rear Commodore Mike Soltis
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com

Photos shared by Mike Soltis

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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CRUISING PHOTO FUN...Harvest Moon Cruise to Monroe Boat Club

Heather (This mysterious caption said “H and Maria”)

A great time was had by all who came—by land and sea—to the WSSC Harvest Moon Cruise at Monroe Boat Club. Some arrived early, and
some by cover of darkness, but all arrived safely. MBC is a great “host” club for our last cruise of the season with unmatched hospitality.
There were plenty of cruisers on hand for the pop-up pizza picnic on Saturday afternoon. (Thanks Phae!) And we had a capacity crowd of
WSSC members and friends for dinner at the nearby Harbor Hook & Grille restaurant. Some cruised in on boats, some car-cruised in — all
had a great time!

Puffin Blue Skies Dulcinea Jolee

Photos shared by Jon Cotter, Maria Gonzalez, Christy Yee,

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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From the Secretary (including Minutes and Correspondence)

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE the Tack. Review the list of letters and
PREVIOUS MEETING are sent to request copies of any you may need.
members via email. If you have MAILING LISTS FOR FRIENDS OF
corrections to the draft minutes, THE CLUB: If you know a non-member
please bring them with you to the (perhaps one of your racing crew or a
next meeting or send an email to the cruising buddy) who would like to receive our meeting
Secretary. MINUTES OF PAST notices and/or our club newsletter (Starboard Tack), please
MEETINGS can be requested by email. send their name and email address to the Secretary.

LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY are on
the Corkboard at the GMM, or The
(virtual) CorkBoard near the back of

Sincerely,
2025 Acting Secretary, Commodore Jon Cotter
wsscsecretary@gmail.com

Acting Secretary—Commodore Jon
and Lady Helena
sail JOLEE—a Nonsuch 26

From the Treasurer

AVAILABLE TO INTERESTED MEMBERS: The  rather than lump sum is to allow DRSL to

current budget and monthly financial take advantage of a program that will
reports are available to WSSC members by match our monthly contributions up to a
contacting the Treasurer specified limit. This match would not be
at wsscfinancial@gmail.com. available to them if we made the
LHC DONATION: A 12-month equivalent lump sum contribution.

recurring donation has been committed
to the Detroit River Story Lab on behalf
of WSSC as the 2025 LHC Afterglow
Charity. The reason for recurring

Sincerely,
2025 Acting Treasurer, Rear Commodore Mike Soltis
wsscfinancial@gmail.com

Acting Treasurer—Rear Commodore Mike Soltis
and Lana Hawkins sail KINGFISHER, a J-37

From the Membership Officer Lana Hawkins

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS: We have 66 current memberships representing 108 people.
ASK ABOUT OUR NEW MEMBERSHIP “BROCHURE”: We have a new brochure that can be shared
with crew members and other friends to help you introduce them to WSSC. Ask any Executive
Committee officer to get a copy or two for you to share.
FYI "A MEMBER IS..." A REGULAR MEMBERSHIP is for a sailboat owner, or a co-owner or partial
owner, shall be considered a sailboat owner within the intent of our Constitution and Bylaws. An ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP is for|
a non-sailboat owner. A renewal membership application form shall be submitted annually and are subject to
annual membership dues and fees. Memberships in good standing have voting rights. A member's significant

other may also be a voting member by applying for and gaining a WSSC Membership "By the numbers"

separate membership and paying the relevant dues. Such MEMBERSHIPS as of 11-1-2025
significant other will not be subject to new member initiation TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS 66
fees. More information can be found in the Constitution and Total Paid Memberships 61
Bylaws posted on our website. VESE T Bl e el
Sincerely, subdivided as follows:

2025 Membership Officer Lana Hawkins Regular Memberships 52

wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com Associate Memberships 12

Individual Membership 26

Family Membership (2 people) 40

Membership Officer Lana Hawkins and Life Memberships 6

Mike Soltis sail KINGFISHER, a J-37 Honorary Memberships in 2025 0

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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CELEBRATING MEMBER BIRTHDAYS! Membership Officer Lana Hawkins
WSSC TRADITIONAL BIRTHDAY SONG UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
is sung at each Membership Meeting: 1-Nov ......PC Doug H 3 Dec Andrew J
This tribute to our Birthday members 3-Nov ......VC Todd H 4Dec.......PC Jody L.
is sung with GUSTO 6-Nov ......PC Vern M 4 Dec....... Lana H.
(you don't even have to sing it in tune) 8-Nov ......Karen Z 7 Dec....... Brenda W.
to the tune of Ta-Ra-Ra-BOOM-De-Ay! 9-Nov ......Gale L 13 Dec.....PC Mike J.
Th- - 16-Nov ....PC Dick S 21 Dec.....PC Russell S.
1s 1§ your 19-Nov ....Jane B 26 Dec .....PC John K.
BlRTHday song! 30-Nov ....John S 28 Dec .....PC Bryce B.
- 28-Nov ....Lady Helena T
] 9
It isn’t VERYy long! 30-Nov ....Don B

We join our birthday celebrants after every monthly membership meeting for birthday cake, compliments of ELLIOTT'S BAKERY!

Join us at our GMMs (General Membership Meetings)...
WE ALWAYS HAVE BIRTHDAY CAKE! AND FUN! AND OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF!

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE westshoresailclub.org/events

AHOY ALL CAR CRUISERS! NOVEMBER 20TH JOIN YOUR WSSC SAILING
BUDDIES AT MONROE BOAT CLUB FOR BURGER NIGHT!

We all get there around 5:30-6:30pm and order a round of the best burgers
around — with the works! The bar is in the front. Grab a drink and put in your
burger order. Then we usually chow down as a group back in the banquet room.
Monroe Boat Club is at 7932 Bolles Harbor Dr, Monroe, Ml 48161. See you there!
Hey, Chef—another round of burgers, please!

DECEMBER 4th MEETING AND HOLIDAY PARTY WITH OUR
ANNUAL CHARITY TOY COLLECTION!

Bring your new, unwrapped toy donation to the Dec. 4th meeting and HOLIDAY PARTY! This
season we are supporting the Marine Reserves TOYS FOR TOTS and the SANTA SHOP at Goodwill of
Greater Detroit! SEE THE CORKBOARD (page 16) for more information on our new charity for this
year—The Santa Shop at Goodwill of Metropolitan Detroit.

WSSC 2025/2026 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

A big shoutout to Amy Wright for chairing the Activities Committee for many Wednesday, October 22 Car Cruise to the

years! Thanks Amy! And a big welcome to Jane Bersie for volunteering to be the 2025 WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT
newest Activities Committee Chairperson. Thanks Jane!

Follow these links to see information about WSSC meetings, activities, races, Saturday, OCTOBER 25 Car Cruise to
and cruises on our Facebook page at ... Laskey's Farm for the

WSSC ANNUAL HARVEST eFEST
Sloppy Joe Pot Luck @ Hayride
and S'MORE FUN than a barrel of sailors!

www.facebook.com/groups/178910452209996
or on our webpage at westshoresailclub.org/events
or look for the events "flyers" right here in The Starboard Tack. Members and

friends of WSSC also receive emails with details of our activities. TO JOIN OUR Thursday, NOVEMBER 20th

MAILING LIST contact our Membership Officer at ... Car Cruise to Burger Night at MBC
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com Thursday, DECEMBER 4

Sincerely, Holiday Party and Charity Drive

Jane Bersie, Activities Committee Chairperson This year supporting two good causes for kids!

bersi001@yahoo.com Goodwill Detroit Santa Shop AND Toys for Tots

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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HELP WANTED

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

See the Commodore for more information.

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS:
MEMORY ALBUM IN OUR 53RD YEAR

HELP-WANTED: For many years Frank Pavia helped members
— new and old — to assemble their photo memories in the WSSC
Memory Album; it's the "photo wall" for our club. Frank made
sure the album got to meetings and events (in its own "trailer"
which was custom-built by Frank). The Memory Album is such an
important and fun part of WSSC. Can you help?

Sincerely,

Commodore Jonathan Cotter

(Acting) Album-Keeper

Pictured above is the beautiful wood-carved
cover of the WSSC Memory Album, created by
Life Member Frank Pavia for the 40th
Anniversary of the club.

Pictured at left are some members and friends looking at the beautiful WSSC club
album, created by Life Member Frank Pavia for the 40th Anniversary of the club.
Members add photo memories to their pages with each new sailing season.

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: THE STARBOARD TACK — Editor Lea Ellwood-Filkins

IT'S NOT JUST CANDY AND CAPTIONS: Here at the Tack we take our clever photo captions
and our LifeSavers Awards 'seriously’, reports Starboard Tack Editor, Lea Ellwood-Filkins. But
the stories, flyers, calendars, and all the other news and information that goes into

the Tack is very important, too. THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE THE DRIVING

FORCE BEHIND WHAT GETS REPORTED HERE. If you have club news and

events to share, if you have a story idea, if you have photos of club members

and friends (especially action photos!), please share them. In reality, ALL of our

members can be "on staff" at the Starboard Tack. Welcome Aboard!

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS:
WEBSITE COMMITTEE

westshoresailclub.org

Commodore

wssccommodore@gmail.com

A GUIDED TOUR OF THE “NEW” WSSC
WEBSITE: Webmaster Lana Hawkins made an
informative presentation at the membership
meeting. She showed the new layout of the

A password is required to get into some parts of
the website, but most areas—including cruising,
racing, and activities portions of the WSSC
website—are available to curious people sailing
the web.

website, and where to find old and new features.

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need
the password for the Member Login section,
please contact the Membership Officer via email
at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Website Committee Chairperson
2025 Commodore Jon Cotter

WSSC Webmaster Lana Hawkins show some of the website features to the membership at a recent meeting.

From The Webmaster Lana Hawkins

Sincerely,
Lana Hawkins, 2025 Webmaster

WEBSITE UPDATES CONTINUING: If you haven’t looked yet, please take a some time to check
out the website updates and improvements at www.westshoresailclub.org (use CTRL+click to follow
the link). The familiar Racing and Cruising tabs are still there, and check out the Club Calendar of
Events tab, the photos pages, the membership information, and loads more.

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need the password for the Member Login section, please
contact the Membership Officer via email at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com

event updates, and more!

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK for photos, news,

www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub

VISIT OUR WEBSITE for links to calendars,
membership, newsletters, and more!

www.westshoresailclub.org

www.instagram.com/
westshoresailclub/

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM
for photos from our races,
cruises, and other events!

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/



https://westshoresailclub.org/

Page 14 WSSC Starboard Tack October 2025

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS — NEWS & INFORMATION

BoatUS/WEST MARINE Rep. PC Doug Howe

WSSC remains a co-operating group with BOAT/US. Our membership number is GA81337S. While
our members no longer get reduced membership fees, we still can receive discounts on towing
insurance and more. PC Doug reminds us that ONE GREAT BENEFIT is the Boat U.S. magazine, published every other month,
and each purchase acquires points towards a future purchase. PC Carver shares that the Towing Insurance can save you many
hundreds of dollars for even a short tow and would be well worth the price of membership.

See benefits at: https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/membership.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe at dlhowe@wowway.com

I-LYA (INTER-LAKE YACHTING ASSOCIATION) Rep. PC Kathy Howe

WSSC is a member of I-LYA and every member of an I-LYA club is automatically a
member of I-LYA. See I-LYA on social media for the latest schedules and updates:
WEBSITE: https://i-lya.org/
Facebook: I-LYA Inter-Lake Yachting Association https://www.facebook.com/ILYAInterLakeYachtingAssociation
I-LYA Junior Sailing: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ilyajuniorsailing
Inter-Lake Yachting Association History: https://www.facebook.com/interlakeyachtingassociationhistory
The latest I-LYA newsletter is available at https://i-lya.org/i-lya-news/
o |-LYA Fall Meeting LOCATION CHANGED Dec 5-6 at Detroit Metro Airport Sheraton Hotel
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON I-LYA CONTACT Kathy Howe at kahowe@wowway.com

PHRF-LE (Performance Handicap Racing Fleet-Lake Erie) (Measurers PC Doug Howe & PC Dick Synowiec)

VOLUNTEER NEEDED: While PC Dick Synowiec and PC Doug Howe continue their service to
PHRF-LE and to the club s as PHRF-LE measurers, the club is still looking for a volunteer to be a
PHRF-LE representative. Please contact PC Doug Howe or PC Dick Synowiec to find out more about
this important position.

The PHRF-LE website is www.phrf-le.org

U.S. SAILING.ORG Rep. PC Doug Howe

WSSC continues to be a member of U.S. Sailing. However, the current level of membership no longer
provides for discounted membership rates for club members. U.S. Sailing still provides services for sailors as a
part of membership. Individual members can join or renew at a discount at: https://ussailing.org

Members can download the current Racing Rules onto their phone.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe d1howe@wowway.com.

GLOBAL ENTRY (Canadian Customs and U.S. Customs & Border Protection /USA RE-ENTRY) Rep. PC Doug Howe

IMPORTANT HEADS UP FROM DOUG ON CANADIAN CUSTOMS: "If one does not properly check into
Canadian Customs, you can be subjected to a fine of not less than $1,000."

DO YOU HAVE YOUR DTOPS DECAL? Boats of length 30' or more need a DTOPS decal to RETURN to the
U.S. This number as well as a Trusted Traveler number (may not be required for boaters) should be entered
into CBP Roam as well as passport numbers.

CBP ROAM: US re-entry via boat requires in-person customs clearance or the use of CBP Roam app. Boaters can use
the Reporting Offsite Arrival-Mobile (CBP ROAM) app as a
faster way to report their arrival in Michigan, Ohio, and other
locations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to sign-up go to: https://
ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/ (Official Trusted Traveler Program Website |
Department of Homeland Security (dhs.gov))

NEXUS: Also, for more extensive travel, Nexus is the least
expensive method. The current cost is $120 valid for 5 years.

Information on Nexus and the other Trusted Traveler
programs is at https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
CTRL+click on this link to find helpful links on our club website: westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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Photo Fun from October GMM (General Membership Meeting)

Commodore Jon officiates at the October
membership meeting. We're pretty
orderly, so there’s not a lot of gavel
banging. And the food is great! Make
sure you join us for the Annual Meeting
Nov. 6th and the Holiday Party Dec. 4th.

PC Carver announces
nominations ... so far ... for
WSSC elections coming up at
the November Annual
Meeting. PC Dave will be on
hand at the Nov. 6 meeting
to conduct the elections.

Bertie picks lucky raffle ticket. Drawing
Member Todd “supervised” by PC Kathy and PC Doug!
“represents” for all
the November
birthday
celebrators.
“Does that mean
| get the biggest
piece of cake?”

Lucky raffle winner Mike!

ANNUAL MEETING INCLUDING ELECTIONS

Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 7:30pm
AT WHISKEY'S ON THE WATER IN WYANDOTTE

Program: HARD-WATER SAILING with Alec Chabalowski, PC Toledo Ice Yacht Club

Speaker Alec Chabalowski

Ice boating in 1615 (left)
vs ice boating in 2025
(below).

Yes, you see that correctly.
In 1615 ice boating meant
literally affixing runners to
the bottom of your regular
melted-water-sailing vessel.

shows some of the gear required
for hard-water sailing. Ice boats
can sail at speeds over 80 mph!
Alec is a Past Commodore of TIYC

(Toledo Ice Yacht Club) and

iceboats with his family on Lake
Erie and many other inland lakes

whenever the ice is right.

Yikes! Is that a CRASH helmet?

... Safety first!

Photos shared by Lea Ellwood-Filkins, Patti Bauer-Duffett, Helena Thornton

SEND YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES TO THE STARBOARD TACK NEWSLETTER wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO OF A WSSC ACTIVITY OR EVENT?
A DRAMATIC RESCUE AT SEA? A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET ON THE WATER? A BORING DAY WITH NO WIND BUT A GREAT CREW?

Submit your photos to Starboard Tack Editor at wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com. Photos will be shared on the "Member
Photo Fun" and the "Activities" pages in upcoming issues of the Starboard Tack.
Be an "On-the-Spot Reporter" for the Starboard Tack and get the coveted LifeSavers Award!

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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THE WSSC “CORKBOARD”

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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THE WSSC “CORKBOARD”

Thank you to Elliott's Bakery and Coffee Shop for your support over the years of
our birthday celebrations. Your support makes our meetings quite delicious!

Ahoy there!

Some salty WSSC members spotted out to sea
by the salty crew doing the BUOY HAULOUT
The Laughners on their Dark Star
(photo by Cotter)

LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY

If you would like a copy of any letter for your cruising plans, send an email
with your request to WSSC Secretary at wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com

INVITATION received from Grosse lle Yacht Club: "Grosse lle Yacht Club...Cordially extends to the Flag Officers and
Members of West Shore Sail Club and their guests privileges of our Club House and facilities for the year 2025." It is
signed by the Commodore, Andy Morrison. (Obtain a copy of this invitation from the WSSC Secretary.)

STARBOARD TACK is the monthly newsletter of the West Shore Sail Club, Trenton, Michigan.
PUBLISHED 12 times annually, with a combined issue for June/July and a "calendar only" issue in late July. DISTRIBUTION by email to WSSC members, racers,
and friends of the club, by posting to the club's Facebook page, and on the public section of the WSSC website. ARTICLE AND AD DEADLINE IS FIRST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. Submit all written information in Word or compatible format. Submit ads, graphics, photos in JPG, PNG, or PDF format. Please
submit “high quality” (at least 600x600) graphics and photos. Contact Editor for ADVERTISING PRICES, SIZING, and DISCOUNT SCHEDULE. (Classified Ads for
members are free.) The Starboard Tack is published mid-month.
SUBMIT articles, classifieds, ads, and other information to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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THE WSSC “CORKBOARD”

The infamous CEAPTION CONTEST
creeps back into the Tack!

If you were at the October GMM, you know!

What is happening here??

WRITE DOWN your wittiest (or scariest) caption
and send it to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com
You could WIN a gift card to
Whiskeys on the Water.

Or maaaaaaybe you’ll win something SEARY?

(Thanks to Dave Wright for submitting this creepy photo just in time for Halloween and our scary caption contest.)

www.westshoresailclub.org https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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WSSC CONTACTS for 2025

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ° indicates Board of Directors

I - N - S
Commodore * Jonathan Cotter wssccommodore@gmail.com

Todd Harris

Mike Soltis

(Acting) Commodore Cotter
(Acting) Mike Soltis

Lana Hawkins

PC 2017/2018 David Monk
PC 2012 Chuck Laskey

Vice Commodore *
Rear Commodore *
Secretary *

wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer *
Membership Officer
Director *

wsscfinancial@gmail.com
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com
david.monk@hotmail.com

Director * claskey1954@yahoo.com

STANDING AND OTHER COMMITTEES *indicates Standing Committee

OFFICE / COMMITTEE / ACTIVITY or EVENT CONTACT I EMAIL

*Activities Chairperson Jane Bersie bersi001@yahoo.com
Advertising (ad placement) Starboard Tack Editor WSSCstarboardtack@gmail.com
*Audit Committee Treasurer wsscfinancial@gmail.com

Boat U.S. Representative

Budget Committee

Bylaws Committee

Club Memory (Anniversary) Album
Commodore’s Ball Chairperson
*Cruising Committee Chairperson
Cruising Log Master

Fleet Captain—Cruising

Fleet Captain—Racing (WNATR)
Fleet Captain—Racing (Specialty Races)
Facebook Page Administrator
Historian

I-LYA Delegate

M.C. (Commodore’s Ball and Special Events
Master of Ceremonies)

Meeting Programs

Membership

Newsletter Editor (Starboard Tack)
Nomination Committee

*Past Commodores Committee
Co-Chairpersons

PHRF-LE Delegate
PHRF-LE Measurer

Port Captains: Cruising Events
Port Captains: Specialty Races
*Racing Committee Chairperson
Social Media Moderator

Swap Meet Chairperson
Webmaster

Website Committee

PC Doug Howe

Executive Committee

Past Commodores Committee
HELP! We need a volunteer!
Mariajose (Maryjo) Gonzalez
Rear Commodore

PC Kathy Howe

Dave Wright

PC Chris McCardell

PC Chris McCardell

(contact through WSSC Facebook page)
Lea Ellwood-Filkins

PC Kathy Howe

Rear Commodore

Lana Hawkins

Lea Ellwood-Filkins

Past Commodores Committee

PC Carver Dumke (Co-Chairperson)
PC Dave Monk (Co-Chairperson)

HELP! We need a volunteer!

PC Dick Synowiec
PC Doug Howe

dlhowe@wowway.com

send photos to joncotter@att.net
evoluciond229@hotmail.com
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
kahowe@wowway.com
iamdave57@gmail.com
courtofficer@att.net

courtofficer@att.net

leaef@ameritech.net

kahowe@wowway.com

wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com
wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com
wssccommodore@gmail.com

cadumke@gmail.com
david.monk@hotmail.com

cptsnickl@gmail.com
dlhowe@wowway.com

(see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)

(see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)

Vice Commodore
Executive Committee
PC Doug Howe

Lance Yee

Commodore

WNATR Racing Committee Boat Chairperson Fleet Captain—Racing

www.westshoresailclub.org

wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com

dlhowe@wowway.com
talkingdog@sbcglobal.net
wssccommodore@gmail.com
courtofficer@att.net (Chris McCardell)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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RED indicates WNATR racing event — BLUE indicates cruising event — ORANGE indicates specialty racing event — PURPLE indicates activities committee event

OCTOBER 2025

OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
and OFFICER NOMINATIONS

Oct. 2 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom
Agenda includes NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS
Program: Sailing on the Hard (ice sailing) with Alec Chabalowski

Meeting: Commodore
Program: Rear Commodore

Oct. 3 *Friday—11:59:59pm for October Starboard Tack

Starboard Tack DEADLINE Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com Starboard Tack Editor
NYCY Fall Bay Race Oct. 4-5 *Saturday-Sunday North Cape Yacht Club
Annapolis Sailboat Show Oct. 9-12—City Dock, Annapolis, MD

Ft. Lauderdale Boat Show Oct. 29-Nov 2.

FYC Frosthite Regatta Oct. 12 *Sunday Ford Yacht Club

LMYC River Rat Race

Oct. 14 *Tuesday

LaSalle Mariner Yacht Club

WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT

Oct. 22 *Wednesday—7:30pm Awards Program
at Whiskeys on the Water

Vice Commodore /
Fleet Captain Racing

AYC Racing Awards Banquet

Oct. 23 *Thursday

GIYC Racing Awards Banquet

Oct. 24 *Friday—7:30pm

Grosse lle Yacht Club

October CAR CRUISE TO HARVEST FEST

Oct 25 *Saturday—3:00pm at Laskey's Farm

AND POT LUCK AT LASKEY'S FARM Phae’s Pha-mous Sloppy Joes provided. Bring a dish to pass. Activities Chairperson
Costumes encouraged.
NOVEMBER 2025
NOVEMBER ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING | Nov. 6 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom Commodore
and OFFICER ELECTIONS Agenda includes ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Starboard Tack DEADLINE Nov. 7 *Friday—11:59:59pm for November Starboard Tack Starboard Tack Editor

Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

RACING COMMITTEE Wrap-Up Meeting

Nov. 19 *Wednesday—(Contact Vice Commodore for time and
location)

Vice Commodore /
Fleet Captain Racing

November CAR CRUISE

Nov. 20 *Thursday—6:00pm for BURGER NIGHT at
Monroe Boat Club

Activities Chairperson

DECEMBER 2025

DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Dec. 4 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom
Agenda includes ELECTION RESULTS

Meeting: Commodore

and & HOLIDAY PARTY Charity donation drive for Marine TOYS FOR TOTS and for | Party: Activities Chairperson
GOODWILL of Detroit
Starboard Tack DEADLINE Dec. 5 *Friday—11:59:59pm for December Starboard Tack Starboard Tack Editor

Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

I-LYA Fall Meeting & Commaodores Ball

Dec. 5-6, 2025 at Detroit Metro Airport

Association Rep. PC Kathy Howe

New Officer Training (TBD) New Officer training and document exchange Commodore

JANUARY 2026

JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING Jan. 8, 2026 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys & Zoom Commodore | M.C
and CHANGE OF WATCH PROGRAM: Celebrating with our new officers! h

Starboard Tack DEADLINE Jan. 9 *Friday—11:59:59pm for January Starboard Tack Starboard Tack Editor

Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com

Racing Boat of the Year DEADLINE

Jan. 31 WSSC Racing Boat of the Year (Spinnaker and JAM)
APPLICATION DUE January 31 to Vice Commodore

Vice Commodore

www.westshoresailclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/
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