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Starboard Tack 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for these SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER EVENTS 
 

*WSSC continues with the FALL SERIES * 
Aug 20, Aug 27, Sep 3, Sep 10, Sep 17 — Register & results at www.noticeofrace.net 

 

* WSSC JACK AND JILL RACE—Sunday, August 31 * 
10:55am Start—3:00pm Potluck Afterglow at FYC—Register & results at www.noticeofrace.net 

 

* WSSC HARVEST MOON CRUISE to Monroe Boat Club—September 26-28 * 
Cruise over by sea or land! Contact WSSC Rear Commodore to sign up via WSSC Google Sheets 

 

* SEPTEMBER GMM (General Membership Meeting)—Thursday, Sep. 4 * 
at Whiskeys on the Water — 6:30pm social hour —7:30pm meeting 

After-meeting PROGRAM Mark and Michele Van derVelde of GLLKA share  
History of Lighthouses and present day work of the Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association 

 

*OCTOBER is "Officer Nominations" Month! * 
No experience necessary. Let your nearest Past Commodore's Committee or Executive Board know  

you might have an interest in serving the club as an officer. Thanks! 
 

*WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT—Wednesday October 22 at 7:30pm * 
 

* Deadline for the SEPTEMBER Starboard Tack articles, flyers, ads, photos is Friday, September 5 * 

From The Commodore (including Executive Committee news) Jonathan "Jon" Cotter 

SAILING, SAILING: I hope all of 
our members got a chance to enjoy 
our summer sport over the last few 
months if not on their boat, 
someone else's. We certainly had 
some variable weather and sizzle hot 
days to deal with. With Jolee and 
Helena and I, we certainly had some 
nice adventures since the last 
meeting.  

COMMODORE'S TEA: For the 
WSSC Commodores Tea we had such 

a nice summer 
solstice weekend in Leamington, 
Ontario, with all of our bridge 
members and joined also by PC Doug 
and PC Kathy Howe, and PC Jody 
Larrow. On top of spending time with 
our good friends, it was my birthday! 
On Saturday we celebrated my 
birthday at Ray’s Ribhouse and our 
wedding anniversary on Sunday. John 

McCallum 
generously sent 
greetings via sail 
packet 
(Fandango) with 
rum enclosed.  
      We had our "Tea" and were 
schooled by the Howes in the sailing 
definition game on dock. Drink some 
rum concoction, then test your 
knowledge. I'm still suspicious of 
multiple meanings of the word 
"fetch". 

VC Todd Harris sailed Fandango solo (as he will do at the 
drop of a hat) for the long stretch to Leamington. I give a lot 
of respect to anyone who does the solo on a regular basis as 
you have to work out extra details a double-hander takes 
for granted. RC Mike Soltis and Membership Officer Lana 
Hawkins finally got rewarded with an all-sail run with 
Kingfisher to Canada and she looked awesome leaving us in 
the dust. So glad also that dedicated sailor PC Jody Larrow 
and Becky were able to join us on Puffin. Jane Bersie and 
her friend Chris joined as well. 

WEEK-LONG CRUISE: I’ll let RC Mike and VC Todd fill in 
the details of the very successful Week-Long trip. I'd like to 
thank them again for doing such a great planning job. I must 

continued next page 

2025 Commodore Jon  
and Lady Helena  
sail JOLEE—a Nonsuch 26 

August 2025 

On Jolee: 'Mum' is still sailing! 

https://noticeofrace.net/organizer.aspx?&ID=37
https://noticeofrace.net/organizer.aspx?&ID=37
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Commodore (continued) 

admit I was a little unsure about Helena 
volunteering as Port Captain for Huron, an 
unfamiliar locale to us, but our eight days on the 
water and in port were really fun-filled and 
rewarding. Cruise Captain Dave and Amy Wright 
also attended ⅔ of the trip giving us updates on 
their new catamaran aquisition (hint - it’s not a 
Hobie Wave). Mucho props to solo sailors again on 
this trip: Don Baumgartner’s Heather leading the 
way and refreshing the arriving crews with certain 
Martini concoctions. And PC Dick Schackleford on 
Dulcinea bringing his stories from days of yore and 
wit to the boats. And Helena brought the Pesto! 
      CRUISING-CLASS RACING: As of this writing, we 

are looking forward to doing some cruising-class 
racing on Jolee with old rivals at the FYC regatta, and on August 16th the 
Lighthouse Challenge that Todd worked so hard to put together. We invited 
racers and non-racers alike to join us at the afterglow, as always. 

I-LYA BAYWEEK RACERS: And, finally, speaking of Racing ... Congratulations 
to the WSSC boats who competed in the I-LYA Bayweek Sail Regatta last week: 

Anita & Alec on Family Truckster—1st overall PHRF-C 
Bryce Boardman on Bangarang—1st overall PHRF-JAM 
Chris Conway on Reflex—2nd overall PHRF-C 
Todd Duffet on Go Baby!—2nd overall PHRF-D 

HELM'S A-LEE! 
 

Sincerely, 
2025 Commodore Jon Cotter 
wssccommodore@gmail.com 
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From The Vice Commodore (including Racing Report) Todd Harris 

* AUGUST 31 (Sunday) — WSSC'S JACK AND JILL RACE * 

WNATR & SPECIALTY RACES: This season’s weather has 
certainly kept us on our toes. Some races were, 
unfortunately, cancelled, but we’re well over halfway 
through the summer and the WNATR Fall Series is right 
around the corner. 

LIGHTHOUSE CHALLENGE REGATTA & AFTERGLOW: I’ve 
been quite busy getting the word out to our riverside 
friends in Wyandotte and Trenton! We’re gearing up for 
this exciting regatta with a community outreach with 
mailers, flyers, and even a charity letter to spread the news. 

By the time you read this, the LHC afterglow should 
have been a great time. Delicious dinner (fajitas) and a cake 
from Elliott’s plus our main event raffle and silent auction to 
benefit the Detroit River Story Lab. 

JACK & JILL RACE (NOTE THE CORRECT DATE IS 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 31): The last WSSC Specialty this year is 
the Jack and Jill pursuit race. An afterglow party is planned 
to follow at Ford Yacht Club. I hope you will consider joining 
in to make it a success! (See the flyer on page 6) 

MEANWHILE—HAVING FUN ON THE WEEK-LONG 
SUMMER CRUISE 2025: This year, PC Jody Larrow and I had 
the pleasure of doublehanding aboard Fandango for the 
2025 Week-Long Summer Cruise. We kicked things off early 
by heading to the mooring field at Put-in-Bay on Friday—
taking full advantage of the extra day off work! Saturday 
was spent in search of food and beverages. We hooked up 
with Amy & Dave Wright at the Heineman Winery after 
enjoying a beer or two and a handmade pretzel at the 

Stiegel Biergarten.  
Commodore Cotter and Lady Helena arrived to join the 

Cruise on Sunday at Middle Bass Island. We 
bumped into other WSSC members, Dan 
Williamson and Pam Hillen, who were 
already there for a music festival. On 
Monday morning PC Dick Shackleford 
told me about some beautiful cliffs he 
found along the South shore… I had to 
check it out! Some of our WSSC crew 
joined me as we hiked out to see the 
beautiful views of the Historic Lonz 

Winery and then braved a few jumps 
into the water. Cliff diving…why not jump? We also heard 
about a secret speakeasy tucked away behind the local 
coffee shop. Sure enough, we found that too! Along the 
way, we were lucky to meet and spend time talking with 
Adam and his friend Joe (crew aboard Jolly Swagman). 
Great memories, great people, great sailing! 

Wednesday, the WSSC fleet split up as some of us made 
port in Sandusky and others jumped straight to Huron. 
More food, fun, and entertainment at both places. It was at 
this point that someone noted that we had all of our 
current Commodores plus two Past Commodores. So for 

WSSC 2025 RACING CALENDAR 
 

2025 WSSC SPECIALTY RACES 
 

Doublehanded Race—July 5 
 

Lighthouse Challenge Regatta—August 16 
and charity afterglow  

supporting Detroit River Story Lab 
 

Jack & Jill Race—August 31 
Potluck afterglow & corn roast at FYC North Shelter 

 

2025 WNATR RACING SEASON 
 

Spring Series  
May 21, May 28, Jun 11, Jun 18, Jun 25 

 

Summer Series 
Jul 2, Jul 23, Jul 30, Aug 6, Aug 13 

 

Fall Series 
Aug 20, Aug 27, Sep 3, Sep 10, Sep 17 

 

Buoy Retrieval 
Sep 20—Saturday 

 

WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT 
Oct 22—Wednesday 

Racing Committee 

Fleet Captain—Racing 

2025 Vice Commodore Todd  
and Lady Maria sail 
Fandango—a Catalina 30 

continued next page 
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FINDING RACING SIGN-UP AND INFORMATION: Racing 
registrations, sailing instructions, courses, and results for WNATR, 
WSSC Specialty Races, and races sponsored by other clubs, can be 
found on the Notice Of Race website at http://noticeofrace.net 

the remainder of the cruise we named it the “Five 
Commodores Cruise”. Our last stop was at Kelly’s Seaway 
Marina. This popular stop included a meal at The Pump 
where we enjoyed the "World’s Best" Brandy Alexanders. 
Golf cart, bike rides and swimming were some of the 
requisite activities for this Island.  

 

LET’S KEEP THE MOMENTUM GOING INTO FALL.  
FAIR WINDS, AND SEE YOU ON THE WATER! 

 

Sincerely, 
2025 Vice Commodore Todd Harris 
wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

Vice Commodore (continued) 

Check out WSSC racing information on our website: www.westshoresailclub.com/ 

Shhh! We found the secret speakeasy. 

FIRST THURSDAYS (except as noted in club calendar) 
Social Gathering starts at 7:00pm ... MEETING starts at 7:30pm 

LIVE MEETING LOCATION: WHISKEYS ON THE WATER at 2903 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, at the southeast corner of Oak and Biddle. 
Meeting will be held in the upstairs space — there is an elevator available. Enjoy the upstairs bar. COME EARLY AND ENJOY DINNER 
before (or during) the meeting. The whole menu is available starting at 6:30 and throughout the evening.  
Online "ZOOM" MEETING LOCATION is emailed by the Secretary to Members and Friends the week of the meeting. To get on our 
mailing list, contact the Secretary at wsscsecretary@gmail.com 

https://westshoresailclub.org/wssc-race-applications/
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OUR NEXT SPECIALTY RACING EVENT ... 
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* PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LHC SPONSORS WHO HELP MAKE THIS CHALLENGE A SUCCESS * 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024-2025 LHC SPONSORS 

AND PARTICIPANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR 

CHARITY PARTNER ISEA: INLAND SEAS 

EDUCATION ASSOCIATION. THE SEPTEMBER 

STARBOARD TACK WILL FEATURE THE 

2025-2026 SPONSORS OF OUR NEWEST 

CHARITY PARTNER 

DETROIT RIVER STORY LAB. 
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Photo Fun from WNATR (Wednesday Night at the Races) 

WNATR photos by  
Patti Baur-Duffett,  

Anita Bersie-Chabalowski, 
and Jon Cotter 
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From The Rear Commodore (including Cruising Report) Mike Soltis 

* HARVEST MOON CRUISE TO MONROE BOAT CLUB SEP. 26-28 * 

 

REPORT FROM THE 2025 WEEK-LONG CRUISE 

Wow, what a cruise! This one had everything that I had 
hoped for and more. We had brisk winds for the sail down to 
the islands and mostly warm, sunny weather. Rain was 
mostly overnight with only a few showers during the day. 
Lots of good friends participated, with a peak of 9 boats in 
harbor at Middle Bass Island leading to the observation by PC 
Chuck Laskey that this was only the second time that he 
could remember the entire Bridge participating in the 
summer cruise. There were numerous interesting ports of 
call that were mostly new, at least to me. And then there 
were several interesting activities at the various ports to 
keep my attention and no breakdowns. So let’s peel this 
onion back a bit and look at some of the details.  

Port Captain, Don Baumgartner, called an audible on 
Thursday just before the trip to change the 
first port of call from anchoring south of 
North Bass Island (mooring balls were not 
set this season and forecast for 
unfavorable wind direction) to the well-
protected mooring balls at Put-in-Bay. 
He and Laskeys moved their plans up a 
day to sail down Friday to take 
advantage of the favorable wind 

forecast. Most of the flotilla followed 
suit and by nightfall Friday, WSSC had 
six on the ball in The Bay: Blue Skies 
(PC Chuck and Lady Phae Laskey), 
Fandango (VC Todd Harris and PC Jody 
Larrow), Heather (Port Captain Don 
Baumgartner), Jolly Swagman (Adam 
Aaberg and college friend Joe Tobias), 
Kingfisher (RC Mike Soltis and Lady 
Lana Hawkins) and The Wright Choice 
(Fleet Captain-Cruising Dave Wright 
and Amy Wright). 

The “organized” activity at Put-in-
Bay was dinner on Saturday evening at 
Topsey Turvey’s. Lana and I used our 
free time during the day to go to the 
top of Perry’s Victory Monument, others went to the 
Heineman Winery. 

Sunday morning, it was off to Middle Bass Island where 
Tiki Bar (PC Dan Williamson and Peggy Hillen) had delayed 
their departure an extra day to join the group. Dulcinea (PC 
Dick Shackelford) and Jolee (Commodore Jon Cotter and Lady 
Helena Thornton) sailed down to arrive later in the day. On 
Monday, Tiki Bar departed, Todd circumnavigated the island 
in his motor dinghy, and the group had a picnic dinner in the 

Fleet Captain—Cruising 

Port Captain: Cruising 

Rear Commodore Mike Soltis and  
Lana Hawkins sail Kingfisher, a J-37 

continued next page 

UPCOMING AFTER-MEETING PROGRAMS 
 

August 7: Tall Tales of Tall Ships with PC David Monk 
 

September 4: Mark and Michele Van derVelde of GLLKA  
share a little bit of History of Lighthouses and present day 
work of the Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association 

 

October 2: Sailing on the Hard - Alec Chabalowski will talk 
to us about ice sailing and the Toledo Ice Yacht Club just in 
time for us to put away the summer sails and prepare for 
the winter sailing season 
 

November 6 & December 4: (to be announced) 

WSSC 2025 CRUISING CALENDAR 
 

ICEBREAKER "LAND" CRUISE—SAT. MAY 17  
to the home of PC Carver & Lady Alison Dumke  

Grosse Ile, MI 
 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CRUISE 
FRI.-MON. MAY 23-26 

to Safe Harbor Toledo Beach Marina in LaSalle, MI 
Port Captains: VC Todd Harris and Lady Maria Gonzalez 

and Cruising Committee Meeting 
Sun. May 25 at the Memorial Day Weekend Cruise 

 

COMMODORE'S TEA—SAT. JUN 21  
to Leamington, Ontario, Canada 

Port Captain: Lady Helena Thornton 
 

WEEK-LONG CRUISE TO THE LAKE ERIE ISLANDS  
and NW OHIO COAST—July 19-27 

• North Bass Island (Jul 19) Port Captain Don Baumgartner 

• Kelleys Island at Seaway Marina (Jul 20-21) Port Captain Dave Wright 

• Sandusky (Jul 22) Port Captain Dave Wright 

• Huron, Ohio (Jul 23-24) Port Captains Commodore Jonathan and Lady 

Helena Thornton 

• Middle Bass Island (Jul 25-26) Port Captain Todd Harris 
 

LATE SUMMER CRUISE—AUG. 22-24 
to Bayview Yackt Club, Toledo, Ohio 

Port Captain: RC Mike Soltis 
 

HARVEST MOON CRUISE TO MONROE BOAT CLUB 
SEP. 26-28 

Port Captain: Dave Wright 

WSSC on the ball at Put-in-Bay (photo by Lana Hawkins) 
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Rear Commodore (continued) 

 

PC Chuck grills under Lady Phae’s watchful eye. 
(Photo by Mike Soltis) 

“WSSC Cliff Diving Club” Photo by Helena Thornton) 

Dave & Amy at Carousel Museum 

Docked at Huron Boat Basin (Photo by Dick Shackelford) 

Glacial Grooves, Kelleys Island (Photo by Mike Soltis) 

American white pelican (Photo by Mike Soltis) 

Breakfast at Wake Up & Waffle, Sandusky 

Dinner at General Store, Middle Bass Island 

continued next page 
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Rear Commodore (continued) 

marina pavilion. After dinner, Todd led the group to the south beach to the east of the ruins of 
the Lonz Winery where the WSSC Cliff Diving Club was formed with Todd, Dave, and Mike as 
charter member volunteers. It was another hot day so the water felt good, even after dinner. 

On Tuesday, the group split. Jolly Swagman went to Put-in-Bay to join a friend before 
heading home, Heather and Blue Skies skipped Sandusky and went on early to Huron while the 

rest of the group went to Sandusky as 
scheduled. This is home territory for Dave 
and Amy, who switched into tour guide 
mode and led the group to visit the fun 
and unique Carousel Museum. They met 
while working at Cedar Point and their 
daughter is working there this summer. 

The next morning, Dulcinea left Sandusky 
Yacht Club followed by Jolee, Fandango, 
Kingfisher, and The Wright Choice, who 
had berthed at the Paper District Marina. 
My favorite quip of the trip happened 
during the text exchange regarding slip 
assignments coming into Huron Boat 

Basin. Jon requested Jolee’s dock assignment by asking “And the cat boat…?” to which Don replied, “Park that kitty in 12…port 
tie.” 

The reunited group had dinner at Pier Pub and ice cream afterward at Rolling Stone Creamery. According to the 
proprietors, the trailer used for the ice cream store had been used by the Rolling Stones on a US tour. Thursday morning, 

Heather and Blue Skies departed 
Huron for home (GBY) to take 
advantage of SW winds and to beat 
the forecast storm. The Wright 
Choice also returned to MBC so 
that they could deal with home 
care-related issues. 

     Lana and I used our Freedom 
Boat Club membership to make a reciprocal reservation to use a tri-toon for a couple of 
hours. Dick, Jon, Helena, Todd, Jody, Lana, and I cruised approximately five miles up the 
shallow waters of the Huron River and back. It was a hot day and the breeze from the 

moving boat provided welcome 
relief. The group got further relief 
while having dinner in the air-
conditioned Huron Yacht Club 
(I-LYA affiliate) next to our boats in 
the basin, just prior to a downpour. 

     The threat of rain had abated by 
Friday morning and it was time for the remaining squadron to head for 
the final port of call for the trip, Kelleys Island. Upon arrival, the crew 
began exploring with rented golf carts and bicycles. Kelleys Island is the 
largest of the group visited and 
has one of the best examples of 
glacial striations (called Glacial 
Grooves) near the State Park at 
the beach by the north side 

anchorage. Lana and I shared a cart with Todd and Jody to see the Glacial Grooves. It’s 
amazing to think about the power of the glacier that dragged boulders along the 
limestone to carve these grooves. The group had dinner at the Pump House and, during 
the walk back to the Seaway Marina, we stopped at Inscription Rock to view the Native 
American petroglyphs. 

Jon and Helena decided to stay an extra day to finish out the week with the group to 
avoid some showers that were forecast for Saturday. After enjoying a day of individual 

Put-in-Bay water taxi 

Ferry traffic 

Benson Ford Shiphouse, South Bass Island 

Perry’s Victory Monument, P-i-B 

Lonz Winery, Middle Bass Island 

Fossil, Middle Bass Island 

continued next page 
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Rear Commodore (continued) 

activities, the group had one last group dinner at the West Bay restaurant followed by an evening chat hosted by Dick in the 
air-conditioned cabin of Dulcinea. 

Sunday morning, we were off for the return trip home. Winds were light so we utilized the “iron wind” to motor 
between Green and South Bass Islands, timing our passage to avoid the abundant ferries. As we were heading past Middle 
Sister, I got one of my greatest thrills of the trip – getting close enough to one of the five passing white pelicans to take a 
photo!. We finished up with a post trip wrap-up conversation over dinner at FYC with Jon and Helena at the end of our 
perfect (10-day) week-long trip. 
 

Sincerely, 
2025 Rear Commodore Mike Soltis 
wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Cedar Pointe lights up the night sky (Photo by Mike Soltis) 

Jolee under sail (Photo by Dave Wright) Kingfisher under sail (Photo by Dave Wright) Fandango under sail 

The Wright Choice (Photo by Mike Soltis) 



 

www.westshoresailclub.org  https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/  

Page 13 WSSC Starboard Tack August 2025 

OUR NEXT RUISING EVENT ... 
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From the Secretary (including Minutes and Correspondence)  

NOTICE TO ALL WSSC MEMBERS—VOLUNTEER 
NEEDED: The position of Secretary is currently vacant. 
Please consider volunteering for this important WSSC role. 

       DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 
PREVIOUS MEETING are included 
each month in the members' "minutes 
review" email. If you have corrections 
to the draft minutes, please bring 
them with you to the next General 
Membership Meeting (usually the first 
Thursday of each month) or send an 
email to the Secretary. MINUTES OF 
PAST MEETINGS can be requested by 
emailing 

wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com 
 LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY are on 

the Corkboard at the GMM, or The 
(virtual) CorkBoard near the back of the 
Tack. Review the list of letters and 
request copies of any you may need. 

 MAILING LISTS FOR FRIENDS OF THE CLUB: If you know 
a non-member (perhaps one of your racing crew or a 
cruising buddy) who would like to receive our meeting 
notices and/or our club newsletter (Starboard Tack), please 
send their name and email address to the Secretary.  

 

Sincerely, 
Acting Secretary, Commodore Jon Cotter 
wsscsecretary@gmail.com 

* WE NEED A VOLUNTEER — ARE YOU AVAILABLE? 

From the Treasurer  

AVAILABLE TO INTERESTED MEMBERS: The current 
budget and monthly financial reports are available to WSSC 
members by contacting the Treasurer at 
wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

NOTICE TO ALL WSSC MEMBERS: The position of 
Treasurer has been vacant as of the Change 
of Watch at the January 2025 GMM. All 
WSSC members are eligible (including past 
officers and PCs) and encouraged to 
consider helping the club with this 
important responsibility. If you would 
like to get more involved in the 
planning and operation of the club, I 
encourage you to notify me or any of 

the other members of the Executive 

Committee of your interest. We will be 
glad to explain the responsibilities and 
help you learn the job. As Rear 
Commodore, I will continue to be a 
member of the Executive Committee and 
available to provide guidance to help you learn the new role. 

 

Sincerely, 
Acting Treasurer, Rear Commodore Mike Soltis 
wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

* WE NEED A VOLUNTEER — ARE YOU AVAILABLE? 

"Thank you all for your great participation in 2024 activities and I hope we can do even better 
in 2025. If you would like to become more involved, please consider helping out in one of the 
open positions on the West Shore Sail Club bridge — SECRETARY and TREASURER." 

Cheers, 
2025 Commodore Jonathan P. Cotter 

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE . . .  

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

Acting Secretary—Commodore Jon  
and Lady Helena  
sail JOLEE—a Nonsuch 26 

Acting Treasurer—Rear Commodore Mike Soltis 
and Lana Hawkins sail Kingfisher, a J-37 
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“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;  
they just have the heart.” 

 – Elizabeth Andrew  

From the Membership Officer Lana Hawkins 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS: We have 65 current memberships representing 104 people. Don't forget 
that you can invite your sailing friends to explore WSSC—inviting them to one of our general 
membership meetings, one of our races, cruises, or activities is a great way to invite them to join. 

FYI "A MEMBER IS..." A REGULAR MEMBERSHIP is for a sailboat owner, or a co-owner or partial 
owner, shall be considered a sailboat owner within the intent of our 
Constitution and Bylaws. An ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP is for a non-sailboat 
owner. A renewal membership application form shall be submitted annually 

and are subject to annual membership dues and fees. 
Memberships in good standing have voting rights. A member's 
significant other may also be a voting member by applying 
for and gaining a separate membership and paying the 
relevant dues. Such significant other will not be subject to 
new member initiation fees. More information can be 
found in the Constitution and Bylaws posted on our 
website. 

Sincerely, 
2025 Membership Officer Lana Hawkins 
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

Membership Officer Lana Hawkins and  
Mike Soltis sail Kingfisher, a J-37 

WSSC Membership "By the numbers" 

MEMBERSHIPS as of 8-1-2025 

 TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS 65 

 Total Paid Memberships 60 

WSSC memberships are also  
subdivided as follows:  

 Regular Memberships 51 

 Associate Memberships 12 

 Individual Membership 26 

 Family Membership (2 people) 39 

 Life Memberships 6 

 Honorary Memberships in 2025 0 

MEMBERS "IN THE NEWS-letter" 

WSSC TRADITIONAL BIRTHDAY SONG  
is sung at each Membership Meeting:  
This tribute to our Birthday members  

is sung with GUSTO 
(you don't even have to sing it in tune) 

to the tune of Ta-Ra-Ra-BOOM-De-Ay!  

This is your  

BIRTHday Song! 

It isn’t VERy long!  

CELEBRATING MEMBER BIRTHDAYS! Membership Officer Lana Hawkins 

Aug 5 ....... Rick B. 
Aug 11 ..... PC Dan W. 
Aug 15 ..... Tim S. 
Aug 16 ..... PC Chris M. 
Aug 21 ..... Patti D. 
Aug 25 ..... Christy Y. 
Aug 26 ..... Chris C. 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Join us at our GMMs (General Membership Meetings)... 
WE ALWAYS HAVE BIRTHDAY CAKE! AND FUN! AND OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF! 

The club is looking for two persons who would be able to fill open positions of Secretary and Treasurer .  
Please contact Commodore Cotter at wssccommodore@gmail.com if you are able to help out. Thank you. 

Sep 1 ....... RC Michael S. 
Sep 6 ....... Pete Z. 
Sep 16 ..... Barbara M. 
Sep 25 ..... Patricia G. 
Sep 26 ..... Stephen M. 
Sep 29 ..... Raymond K. 
Sep 30 ..... Lady Sharon B. 
Sep 30 ..... Lady Allison D. 

We join our birthday celebrants after the meeting  
for cake compliments of ELLIOTT'S BAKERY.  
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NOW IS THE TIME—A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS TO RUN 
FOR OFFICES IN 2026: In October the club will be nominating 
members for Flag Officer positions. We are looking for 
persons interested in filling the position of Rear Commodore 
especially. The Rear Commodore serves on the Board of 
Directors, the Executive Committee, and coordinates the 
cruising program for WSSC. If you might be interested in 
serving in this important office in 2026, please contact one of 

the Past Commodores Committee 
Co-chairpersons, PC Carver Dumke or PC Dave 

Monk. 
       We are also looking for volunteers 
interested in being nominated for the 
offices of Secretary and Treasurer. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

PC 2013 Carver Dumke 
2025 Past Commodores Committee 
Co-chairperson 
 

PC 2017/2018 David Monk 
2025 Director and Past Commodores 
Committee Co-chairperson 

STANDING COMMITTEE NEWS: 

PAST COMMODORES COMMITTEE PC Carver Dumke / PC David Monk 

PC 2017/2018 David, 2025 Director and  
Commodores Committee Co-chairperson 
sails (too small to name) – a Sirocco 15 

"In between boats" right now, PC 2013 Carver, 
2025 Commodores Committee Co-chairperson, 
sails with Lady Allison on other people's boats 

Follow these links to see information about WSSC 
meetings, races, and cruises on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/groups/178910452209996  
or on our webpage at westshoresailclub.org/events or looks 
for the events "flyers" right here in The Starboard Tack.  

Members and friends of WSSC also receive emails with 
details of our activities.  

TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST contact our Membership Officer Lana at 
wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 
 

Sincerely, 
Amy Wright, Activities Committee Chairperson 

STANDING COMMITTEE NEWS: 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

Amy Wright, Chairperson 
westshoresailclub.org/events 

* 

HELP-WANTED: For many years Frank Pavia helped members 
— new and old — to assemble their photo memories in the WSSC 
Memory Album; it's the "photo wall" for our club. Frank made 
sure the album got to meetings and events (in its own "trailer" 
which was custom-built by Frank). The Memory Album is such an 
important and fun part of WSSC. Can you help? 

 

Sincerely, 
Commodore Jonathan Cotter 
(Acting) Album-Keeper  

Pictured above is the beautiful wod-carved 
cover of the WSSC Memory Album, created by 
Life Member Frank Pavia for the 40th 
Anniversary of the club. 

* WE NEED A CHAIRPERSON—ARE YOU AVAILABLE? 

Pictured at left are some members and friends looking at the beautiful WSSC club 
album, created by Life Member Frank Pavia for the 40th Anniversary of the club. 
Members add photo memories to their pages with each new sailing season. 

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS: 

MEMORY ALBUM IN OUR 53RD YEAR  * WE STILL NEED A CHAIRPERSON—ARE YOU AVAILABLE? 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/178910452209996
https://westshoresailclub.org/events/
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WEBSITE UPDATES CONTINUING: If you haven’t looked yet, please take a some time to check 
out the website updates and improvements at www.westshoresailclub.org (use CTRL+click to follow 
the link). The familiar Racing and Cruising tabs are still there, and check out the Club Calendar of 
Events tab. Much of this work has been done thanks to Membership Officer Lana Hawkins. Thanks 
Lana! 

MEMBER LOGIN PASSWORD: If you need the password for the Member Login section, please 
contact the Membership Officer via email at wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

 

Sincerely, 

Website Committee Chairperson 

2025 Commodore Jon Cotter 

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS: 
WEBSITE COMMITTEE 

Commodore 
wssccommodore@gmail.com 

westshoresailclub.org 

HELP! WE HAVE TO CHANGE OUR PUBLISHING SOFTWARE: Soon Microsoft will 
not be supporting the "Publisher" software which we use to publish the Tack. 
The staff at the Tack has been working with different recommended 
replacements. We're narrowing down the choices and are leaning toward 

Affinity Publisher 2 and CanVa. WE WELCOME RECOMMENDATIONS from any club member who has 
personal experience with any "desktop publishing" software that you like working with. 

DISTRIBUTION: The Starboard Tack is published mid-month after our monthly General 
Membership Meeting, with the June-July "vacation" issue published the last week of June, and the 
"calendar only" issued published in late July. If you know of someone (friends and crew members) 
who might like to receive the Tack, be sure to send their email address to: 
wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

LIFESAVER AWARDS: Don't forget to let us know when you find errors in the Tack—correcting errors helps us make a 
cleaner Tack!  

 

Sincerely, 
Starboard Tack Editor Lea Ellwood-Filkins 
wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

OTHER COMMITTEE NEWS: 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 

Lea Ellwood-Filkins, Editor 
wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

* Deadline for the SEPTEMBER Starboard Tack articles, flyers, ads, photos is Friday, September 5 * 
Articles due from Bridge Officers and all Committee Chairpersons, please. OTHER CONTRIBUTORS WELCOME. 

(Corrections and minor additions by Friday September 12. Published to members and friends approx. September 18.) 

From The Webmaster  

 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK for photos, news, 
event updates, and more! 

www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub 

  

 

 

VISIT US ON INSTAGRAM 
for photos from our races, 
cruises, and other events! 
 

www.instagram.com/
westshoresailclub/  

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE with links to racing 
and cruising calendars, notice of races, 
cruising awards registration, and more! 

 www.westshoresailclub.org 

 

https://westshoresailclub.org/
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WSSC remains a co-operating group with BOAT/US. Our membership number is GA81337S. While 

our members no longer get reduced membership fees, we still can receive discounts on towing 
insurance and more. PC Doug reminds us that ONE GREAT BENEFIT is the Boat U.S. magazine, published every other month, 
and each purchase acquires points towards a future purchase. See benefits at: https://www.boatus.com/products-and-
services/membership.  

Note that West Marine store on Telegraph is closed permanently and the next closest store is Toledo. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe at d1howe@wowway.com 

 

 
WSSC is a member of I-LYA and every member of an I-LYA club is automatically a 

member of I-LYA. See I-LYA on social media for the latest schedules and updates:  
WEBSITE: https://i-lya.org/ 
Facebook: I-LYA Inter-Lake Yachting Association https://www.facebook.com/ILYAInterLakeYachtingAssociation  
I-LYA Junior Sailing: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ilyajuniorsailing  
Inter-Lake Yachting Association History: https://www.facebook.com/interlakeyachtingassociationhistory  
The latest I-LYA newsletter is available at https://i-lya.org/i-lya-news/  

• I-LYA Junior Bay Week Jul. 13-17, 2025 Put-in-Bay, Ohio https://www.facebook.com/ILYABayWeekPowerRegattasSrandJr/  

• I-LYA Power Regatta Jul. 23-27, 2025 Put-in-Bay, Ohio https://www.facebook.com/ILYABayWeekPowerRegattasSrandJr/ 

• I-LYA Bay Week (Senior Sail Week) Jul. 30-Aug. 3, 2025 Put-in-Bay, Ohio https://www.facebook.com/ILYABayWeek  
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON I-LYA CONTACT Kathy Howe at kahowe@wowway.com  
 

 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED: While PC Dick Synowiec and PC Doug Howe continue their service to 

PHRF-LE and to the club s as PHRF-LE measurers, the club is still looking for a volunteer to be a 
PHRF-LE representative. Please contact PC Doug Howe or PC Dick Synowiec to find out more about 
this important position.  

The PHRF-LE website is www.phrf-le.org 
 
 

 
WSSC continues to be a member of U.S. Sailing. However, the current level of membership no longer 

provides for discounted membership rates for club members. U.S. Sailing still provides services for sailors as a 
part of membership. Individual members can join or renew at a discount at: https://ussailing.org 

Members can download the current Racing Rules onto their phone.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Doug Howe d1howe@wowway.com.  
 

 

 
IMPORTANT HEADS UP FROM DOUG ON CANADIAN CUSTOMS: "If one does not properly check into 

Canadian Customs, you can be subjected to a fine of not less than $1,000." 
DO YOU HAVE YOUR DTOPS DECAL? Boats of length 30' or more need a DTOPS decal to RETURN to the 

U.S. This number as well as a Trusted Traveler number (may not be required for boaters) should be entered 
into CBP Roam as well as passport numbers. 

CBP ROAM: US re-entry via boat requires in-person 
customs clearance or the use of CBP Roam app. Boaters can 
use the Reporting Offsite Arrival-Mobile (CBP ROAM) app as a 
faster way to report their arrival in Michigan, Ohio, and other 
locations. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to sign-up go to: https://
ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/ (Official Trusted Traveler Program Website | 
Department of Homeland Security (dhs.gov)) 

NEXUS: Also, for more extensive travel, Nexus is the least expensive method. The current cost is $120 valid for 5 years. 
Information on Nexus and the other Trusted Traveler programs is at https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/  

CTRL+click on this link to find helpful links on our club website: westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/ 

BoatUS/WEST MARINE Rep. PC Doug Howe. 

I-LYA (INTER-LAKE YACHTING ASSOCIATION)  Rep. PC Kathy Howe. 

PHRF-LE (Performance Handicap Racing Fleet-Lake Erie) (Measurers PC Doug Howe & PC Dick Synowiec). 

U.S. SAILING.ORG Rep. PC Doug Howe 

GLOBAL ENTRY (Canadian Customs and U.S. Customs & Border Protection /USA RE-ENTRY) Rep. PC Doug Howe 

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS — NEWS & INFORMATION NEW INFORMATION IS MARKED WITH * 

* 

 

https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://westshoresailclub.org/visiting-canada/
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Photo Fun from GMM (General Membership Meeting) 

Join us at our GMMs (General Membership Meetings)... 

WE ALWAYS HAVE BIRTHDAY CAKE! AND FUN! AND OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF! 

DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO OF A WSSC ACTIVITY OR EVENT?  
A DRAMATIC RESCUE AT SEA? A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET ON THE WATER? A BORING DAY WITH NO WIND BUT A GREAT CREW? 

 

Submit your photos to Starboard Tack Editor at wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com. Photos will be shared on the "Member 
Photo Fun" and the "Activities" pages in upcoming issues of the Starboard Tack.  

Be an "On-the-Spot Reporter" for the Starboard Tack and get the coveted LifeSavers Award! 

SEND YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES TO THE STARBOARD TACK NEWSLETTER wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

PC Dave Monk presented the August after-meeting 
program on TALL TALES OF TALL SHIPS. (above) 
Dave shows a photo of the Ernestina, which he 
visited while she was in Detroit this summer with 
the tall ships. "They had no idea what the fishing 
was going to be like from year to year, so what 
happened was, the first boat in got the prime 
price..." 
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Photo Fun: MEMBERS AT SEA LAST MONTH  

PC Lance and Lady Christy Yee cruised North Channel for the whole month of July 

On a mooring ball at Presque Isle 

Photos courtesy of Lady Christy Yee 

At Port Huron Yacht Club 

Southampton Yacht Club 

PC Lance & Lady Christy head 
out for Great Lakes adventures 

in the North Channel 

At Tobermory Little Tub Harbour 

Bridge at Little Current 

Lake Huron Yachts Marina 

Sarnia Yacht Club 

Clapperton Island ö i Kanada, Ontario 
Baie Fine 

"Day 35" 
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Thank you to Elliott's Bakery and Coffee Shop for your support over the years of 
our birthday celebrations. Your support makes our meetings quite delicious! 

Do your crew members and sailing friends 
keep "borrowing" your copy of  

the Starboard Tack?  
H A V E  T H E M  J O I N  O U R  " F R I E N D S "  

M A I L I N G  L I S T .   
Just email their email address to  

The Editor at wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com. 
Thanks! 

ADVERTISE IN THE  
STARBOARD TACK! 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS  
ARE FREE FOR MEMBERS 

 

DISPLAY ADS AVAILABLE! 
PRICED PER YEAR* (12 ISSUES) & increments 

$30 per year business card size 

$60 per year 1/2 page size horizontal 

(ask for Rate Page for more pricing) 
 

 

Send ad to: (high quality graphics, please) 

Editor, Starboard Tack—West Shore Sail Club 

P.O. Box 369 Trenton, MI 48183-0369 

or Email to: wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

MEMBERS’ CLASSIFIEDS 
CLASSIFIED ADS AVAILABLE: Classified ads (like 

this one) available FREE to members of WSSC. Advertise 
your “things” or your “services” to let other WSSC 
members know how they can help you (by buying 
“stuff” you don’t need any more) or how you can help 
them (by providing services they can use) — It’s a WIN 
WIN! 

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN INCLUDE PHOTOS: Don’t  

forget that your classified ads (which are 
free to WSSC members) can include up 
to 3 small photos of the items or services 
you have for sale! Submit your ad 
information and quality photo(s) to the 
Starboard Tack Editor. 



www.westshoresailclub.org  https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestShoreSailClub/  

 Page 22 WSSC Starboard Tack August 2025 

LETTERS OF RECIPROCITY 
 

If you would like a copy of any letter for your cruising plans, send an email  
with your request to WSSC Secretary at wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com 

INVITATION received from Grosse Ile Yacht Club: "Grosse Ile Yacht Club...Cordially extends to the Flag Officers and 
Members of West Shore Sail Club and their guests privileges of our Club House and facilities for the year 2025." It is 
signed by the Commodore, Andy Morrison. (Obtain a copy of this invitation from the WSSC Secretary.) 

STARBOARD TACK is the monthly newsletter of the West Shore Sail Club, Trenton, Michigan.  
PUBLISHED 12 times annually, with a combined issue for June/July and a "calendar only" issue in late July. DISTRIBUTION by email to WSSC members, racers, 
and friends of the club, by posting to the club's Facebook page, and on the public section of the WSSC website. ARTICLE AND AD DEADLINE IS FIRST 
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. Submit all written information in Word or compatible format. Submit ads, graphics, photos in JPG, PNG, or PDF format. Please 
submit “high quality” (at least 600x600) graphics and photos. Contact Editor for ADVERTISING PRICES, SIZING, and DISCOUNT SCHEDULE. (Classified Ads for 
members are free.) The Starboard Tack is published mid-month.  

SUBMIT articles, classifieds, ads, and other information to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com  

MIRACLE SAILBOAT RESCUE, MAN OVERBOARD 
IN PORT HURON TO MACKINAC RACE 2025 

"Santa Crus 70 Sailing Vessel Trident rides a storm on 
Lake Huron during the 2025 Port Huron to Mackinac race and loses 
a crew member overboard. Other racing sailboats come to the 
rescue as Trident struggles to get her sails down and join in the 
search. Sailing the Great Lakes is often turbulent but this race crew 
goes above and beyond. WHAT CAN WE CRUISING SAILORS LEARN 
FROM THESE STORIES? ARE WE TRULY READY FOR A SAILING 
EMERGENCY?" 
Watch on Youtube https://youtu.be/KkF5EIX1OJs?si=icsZ3ecktoAQa1Ht 

WOW! THAT HAPPENED! Are YOU prepared? 

 

The Science Behind How Sailing Improves Your Mental 
and Physical Health 

“If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water,” wrote the noted 
American anthropologist Loren Eiseley. This belief in the enchanting, 
transformative power of water isn’t just a poetic notion, it is supported by 
science through what is known as Blue Mind Theory. Popularized in a bestselling book by 
marine biologist Dr. Wallace J. Nichols, he presents compelling evidence that being near, 
in, or under water enhances your health and well-being. In other words, research 
confirms what sailors have long known: being on the water is good for you.  

https://www.ussailing.org/news/the-science-behind-how-sailing-improves-your-
mental-and-physical-health/ 

     Hey, that's interesting!  
(Something interesting for sailors from one of our affiliate organizations.) 

https://psailor.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDLJFbKE8_7yQxJUuRt1HNRutTxvus2k5nGIFbN6XF-0Uy.0OJt2n3zidHujNYwbHLMIXOZ
https://ussailing.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e7179c6be5d4ffc7b83d82dc&id=f3c42a3dfb&e=53d62e0e2e
https://www.ussailing.org/news/the-science-behind-how-sailing-improves-your-mental-and-physical-health/
https://www.ussailing.org/news/the-science-behind-how-sailing-improves-your-mental-and-physical-health/
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
+ indicates Board of Directors 

OFFICE OFFICER  EMAIL 

Commodore +  Jonathan Cotter  wssccommodore@gmail.com 

Vice Commodore +  Todd Harris  wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

Rear Commodore +  Mike Soltis  wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Secretary +  (Acting) Commodore Cotter  wsscexecutivesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer +  (Acting) Mike Soltis  wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

Membership Officer Lana Hawkins  wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

Director +  PC 2017/2018 David Monk  david.monk@hotmail.com 

Director +  PC 2012 Chuck Laskey  claskey1954@yahoo.com 

STANDING AND OTHER COMMITTEES     * indicates Standing Committee 

OFFICE / COMMITTEE / ACTIVITY or EVENT CONTACT  EMAIL 

*Activities Chairperson Amy Wright  amycwright@gmail.com 

Advertising (ad placement) Starboard Tack Editor  WSSCstarboardtack@gmail.com 

*Audit Committee Treasurer  wsscfinancial@gmail.com 

Boat U.S. Representative PC Doug Howe  d1howe@wowway.com 

Budget Committee  Executive Committee    

By-Laws Committee  Past Commodores Committee    

Club Memory (Anniversary) Album HELP! We need a volunteer!  send photos to joncotter@att.net 

Commodore’s Ball Chairperson Mariajose (Maryjo) González   evoluciond229@hotmail.com  

*Past Commodores Committee  
Co-Chairpersons 

PC Carver Dumke (Co-Chairperson) 
PC Dave Monk (Co-Chairperson) 

 
cadumke@gmail.com 
david.monk@hotmail.com 

*Cruising Committee Chairperson Rear Commodore  wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Cruising Log Master PC Kathy Howe  kahowe@wowway.com 

Fleet Captain—Cruising Dave Wright  iamdave57@gmail.com 

Fleet Captain—WNATR PC Chris McCardell  courtofficer@att.net 

Fleet Captain—Racing (Specialty Races) PC Chris McCardell  courtofficer@att.net 

Facebook Page Administrator (contact through WSSC Facebook page)  

Historian Lea Ellwood-Filkins  leaef@ameritech.net 

I-LYA Delegate PC Kathy Howe  kahowe@wowway.com 

M.C. (Commodore’s Ball and Special Events  

Master of Ceremonies) 
   

Meeting Programs Rear Commodore  wsscrearcommodore@gmail.com 

Membership Lana Hawkins  wsscmembershipchair@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor (Starboard Tack) Lea Ellwood-Filkins  wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Nomination Committee  Commodores Committee   wssccommodore@gmail.com 

PHRF-LE Delegate HELP! We need a volunteer!   

PHRF-LE Measurer 
PC Dick Synowiec 
PC Doug Howe 

 
cptsnick1@gmail.com 
d1howe@wowway.com  

Port Captains: Cruising Events (see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)  

Port Captains: Specialty Races (see information on each Event in the "Activities Updates" section or on our website)  

*Racing Committee Chairperson Vice Commodore  wsscvicecommodore@gmail.com 

Social Media Moderator Executive Committee    

Swap Meet Chairperson PC Doug Howe  d1howe@wowway.com 

Webmaster  Lance Yee  talkingdog@sbcglobal.net  

Website Committee Commodore  wssccommodore@gmail.com 

WNATR Racing Committee Boat Chairperson Fleet Captain-Racing  courtofficer@att.net (Chris McCardell) 

 WSSC CONTACTS for 2025 
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 Sail GI—Dacron Race #3 Jul. 20 *Sunday Ford Yacht Club/Sail GI 

● WNATR - Summer #2 Jul. 23 *Wednesday—6:50pm Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing 

 FYC Midsummer Race #2 Jul. 23 *Wednesday Ford Yacht Club 

 GIYC 67th Downriver Race Jul. 26 *Saturday Grosse Ile Yacht Club 

● WNATR Summer # 3 Jul. 30 *Wednesday—6:50pm Fleet Captain-Racing 

 I-LYA Bay Week Senior Sail Regatta 2025 Jul. 30 *Wednesday—Aug. 3 *Sunday at Put-in-Bay I-LYA.org/Put-In-Bay Yacht Club 

    

 FYC Race for Last Call Aug. 1 *Friday Ford Yacht Club 

● WNATR Summer #4 Aug. 6 *Wednesday—6:50pm Fleet Captain-Racing 

 AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
AUG. 7 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
PROGRAM: Tall Tales of Tall Ships—PC David Monk's 
adventure 

Meeting: Commodore  
Program: Rear Commodore 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Aug. 8 *Friday—11:59:59pm for August Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

 MBC Ladies Race Aug. 9 *Saturday—(crew must be at least 50% women) Monroe Boat Club 

● WNATR Summer #5 Aug. 13 *Wednesday—6:50pm Fleet Captain-Racing 

● 
LIGHTHOUSE CHALLENGE REGATTA 
   and Charity Afterglow 

Aug. 16 *Saturday—10am* to approx. 1pm 
1pm Afterglow benefitting Detroit River Story Lab (501c3)  
at Grosse Ile Centennial Farm Pavillion 
(*Details and registration at noticeofrace.net) 

Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Racing 

 NCYC Irene Race Aug. 16 *Saturday—(Women's Race) North Cape Yacht Club 

 Sail GI—Dacron Race #4 Aug. 17 *Sunday Ford Yacht Club/Sail GI 

● WNATR Fall #1 Aug. 20 *Wednesday—6:50pm Fleet Captain-Racing 

● Cruise #5: LATE SUMMER CRUISE 
Aug. 22-24 *Friday-Sunday—at BAY VIEW YACHT CLUB 
in Toledo — Port Captain: RC Mike Soltis 
(includes Cruising Comm planning meeting) 

Rear Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Cruising 

 FYC Lake Erie Championship S2 7.9 One-Design  Aug. 22-24 *Friday-Sunday Ford Yacht Club 

 LMYC Fighting Island Regatta Aug. 23 *Saturday LaSalle Mariner Yacht Club 

● WNATR Fall #2 Aug. 27 *Wednesday—6:50pm Fleet Captain-Racing 

● WSSC JACK AND JILL RACE 
Aug. 31 *Sunday—10:55am* to approx. 1:00pm 
3:00pm Potluck Afterglow at Ford Yacht Club (North Shelter) 
(*Details and registration at noticeofrace.net) 

Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Racing 

    

 GIYC Labor Day Race Sep. 1 *Monday—10am Grosse Ile Yacht Club 

● WNATR Fall #3 Sep. 3 *Wednesday—6:50pm Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing 

 SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Sep. 4 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
Program: Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association speakers 
Mark and Michele Van derVelde and featuring St. Helena Light 

Meeting: Commodore  
Program: Rear Commodore 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Sep. 5 *Friday—11:59:59pm for September Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

 LMYC Single / Double Handed Race Sep. 6 *Saturday LaSalle Mariner Yacht Club 

 Sail GI—Dacron Race #5 Sep. 7 *Sunday Ford Yacht Club/Sail GI 

● WNATR Fall #4 Sep. 10 *Wednesday—6:50pm Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing 

 FYC hosts S2 7.9 Class Championship Regatta Sep. 11-14 *Thursday-Sunday—(Nationals) Ford Yacht Club 

● WNATR Fall #5 Sep. 17 *Wednesday—6:50pm Vice Comm./Fleet Captain-Racing 

 Racing BUOY RETRIEVAL 
Sep. 20 *Saturday—10:00am 
Meet up location: Ford Yacht Club 

Vice Commodore 

 FYC Fall Classic Sep. 20-21 *Saturday-Sunday Ford Yacht Club 

● Cruise #6: HARVEST MOON CRUISE 
Sep. 26-28 *Fri.-Sun.—to Monroe Boat Club 
Port Captain: Dave Wright 

Rear Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Cruising 

 CRUISING COMMITTEE Wrap-Up Meeting Sep. 27 *Sat—at the Harvest Moon Cruise 
Rear Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Cruising 

   

 
OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Oct. 2 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
Agenda includes NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS 

Meeting: Commodore  

 WSSC ROLLING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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 Racing BUOY RETRIEVAL 
Sep. 20 *Saturday—10:00am 
Meet up location: Ford Yacht Club 

Vice Commodore 

 FYC Fall Classic Sep. 20-21 *Saturday-Sunday Ford Yacht Club 

● Cruise #6: HARVEST MOON CRUISE 
Sep. 26-27 *Fri.-Sat. (Sun. departure)—to Monroe Boat Club 
Port Captain: Dave Wright 

Rear Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Cruising 

 CRUISING COMMITTEE Wrap-Up Meeting Sep. 27 *Sat—at the Harvest Moon Cruise 
Rear Commodore /  
Fleet Captain-Cruising 

   

 
OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   and OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

Oct. 2 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
Agenda includes NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS 
Program: Sailing on the Hard (ice sailing) with Alec Chabalowski  

Meeting: Commodore  
Program: Rear Commodore 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Oct. 3 *Friday—11:59:59pm for October Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

 NYCY Fall Bay Race Oct. 4-5 *Saturday-Sunday North Cape Yacht Club 

 FYC Frostbite Regatta Oct. 12 *Sunday Ford Yacht Club 

 LMYC River Rat Race Oct. 14 *Tuesday LaSalle Mariner Yacht Club 

● WSSC RACING AWARDS NIGHT Oct. 22 *Wednesday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water 
Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain Racing 

● October CAR CRUISE TO AWARDS NIGHT 
Oct 22 *Wednesday—6:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water 
come on over early and have some dinner 

Activities Chairperson 

 AYC Racing Awards Banquet Oct. 23 *Thursday  

 GIYC Racing Awards Banquet Oct. 24 *Friday—7:30pm Grosse Ile Yacht Club 

   

 
NOVEMBER ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   and OFFICER ELECTIONS 

Nov. 6 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
Agenda includes ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Commodore 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Nov. 7 *Friday—11:59:59pm for November Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

● November CAR CRUISE 
Nov. 13 *Thursday—7:00pm for BURGER NIGHT at 
Monroe Boat Club 

Activities Chairperson 

 RACING COMMITTEE Wrap-Up Meeting 
Nov. 30 *Sunday—1:00pm time 
(Location TBD) 

Vice Commodore /  
Fleet Captain Racing 

   

 
DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   and & HOLIDAY PARTY 

Dec. 4 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys on the Water & Zoom 
Agenda includes ELECTION RESULTS 
Marine TOYS FOR TOTS charity donation drive 

Meeting: Commodore 
Party: Activities Chairperson 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Dec. 5 *Friday—11:59:59pm for December Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

 I-LYA Fall Meeting & Commodores Ball Dec. 5-6, 2025 in Westlake, OH Association Rep. PC Kathy Howe 

 New Officer Training (TBD) New Officer training and document exchange Commodore 

   

 
JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
   and CHANGE OF WATCH 

Jan. 8, 2026 *Thursday—7:30pm at Whiskeys & Zoom 
PROGRAM: Celebrating with our new officers! 

Commodore / M.C. 

 Starboard Tack DEADLINE 
Jan. 9 *Friday—11:59:59pm for January Starboard Tack 
Send articles, flyers, photos, etc. to wsscstarboardtack@gmail.com 

Starboard Tack Editor 

 Racing Boat of the Year DEADLINE 
Jan. 31 WSSC Racing Boat of the Year (Spinnaker and JAM) 
APPLICATION DUE January 31 to Vice Commodore 

Vice Commodore 
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