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What a month! Christy tells her friends that our marina is closed due to high water and her friends are waiting 

for the punch line! Seriously, water in a marina… isn’t that a good thing? That said, this has not been the best 

start to a sailing season. It has been difficult to get the necessary work done to our boats for launch. If the 

weather holds out on the weekend our boat should be settling in her slip, approximately 1 hour before Christy 

& I will be attending Grosse Ile’s Commodore’s Ball (Christy is wondering how she is going to go from 

“Boat Hair Don’t Care” to “Commodore’s Ball Ready.” 

I would like to thank you for all the thoughts and prayers we received for my Yen Yen’s (Grandmother’s} 

passing. Christy and I flew out to Vancouver over the holiday weekend for a Celebration of Life for my Yen 

Yen. It has been about Eighteen years since I have seen many of my Canadian relatives. I loved every minute; 

however Christy and I both kept picturing our boat anchored out at False Creek, Vancouver BC.  

From the pictures we saw it looks like there was a good turnout for the Memorial Weekend cruise. We saw 

many diehards that stuck it out on Sunday too. Thank you to Matt and Joy for taking the helm for the cruise, 

we so appreciate your dedication to the Club! 

Also thank you Chris and Tim for all of your hard work getting the WNATR season started. I know that Tim 

will be updating us all on everything racing and Russell will be updating us on everything cruising. What I’m 

really saying is that I am so glad to be Commodore, as the Flag Officers and Board make me look good! 

Thank You all for your dedication and hard work! 

Smooth Sailing, 

Lance 

 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/


www.westshoresailclub.org 

Starboard Tack Page 2 

 
 

From the Vice Commodore... 

 
High Water 

Tim Steffke, fellow WSSC member and manager of the Gibralter Boat Yard, tells me that when the lake levels are too 

high, people whine and complain .  But when the water is too low and folks cannot even leave their wells, people RE-

ALLY B#_&%!  Tim should know as he has seen it all and therefore, I will not complain too much about having to 

wear wading boots in order to reach the Minx.   Sailing is fun and it is well worth the added efforts.  

Racing News- We successfully launched all 9 buoys with the help of Hurst Marine on May 4.  The weather was cool 

but dry and the lake was flat.  Thank you to all that helped to launch as well as those who assisted in the repairs the 

week prior. 

To date, we have had 3 successful races in light to medium winds.   It has been a wet and cold spring and turn out has 

been low but keeps growing as more and more of our boats are ready for the water.    

C-buoy is in position but sitting very low in the water.   I have been doing some research looking for the best type 

buoys for our application and will be ordering 2 for backups soon.  A few or our current buoys are looking tired and 

questionable. 

Lighthouse Challenge- It is hard to believe, but our June 22 regatta is coming up fast.  Plans are all set with the venue 

being Water’s Edge Pavilion on Grosse Ile, (located behind Smokies on the Water) and we have many sponsors lined 

up to make this a fun time.  Please plan on attending this catered event. Join us on the course for a fun race or just 

come to the afterglow for lunch. The club has figured on 50 persons for dinner, so we need good participation.  We 

will have some exciting raffle items and the proceeds are going to a great charity- ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) Michi-

gan Chapter.   

LHC Cruising Class- Yes, we are going to have a few boats in the Cruising division this year!  I have received the 

flags already and a beautiful flag for the cruising winner was included.  Without naming names, I know that we can 

expect at least 3-4 entries. 

Cruising- I will leave this report to Russell, but I am happy to report that we took the Minx to Toledo Beach Marina 

and that the old 2-cylinder Volvo diesel ran great.  This was a welcome and important fact since the winds were blow-

ing stink and on the nose on the wet “sail” down.  And of course, on the way home light and variable and as you 

guessed out of the North!  We did manage to keep the boat in deep water too when passing by the shallows near Mon-

roe Boat Club which brings me to my final point- 

The Captain Sandbar award is up for grabs once again this year and is open to all sailors both novice and experienced 

alike!   Call me if you need details on where to find shallow waters and don’t let the historically high-water levels of 

Lake Erie discourage you.    

See you on the water! 

Tim 
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May has come and gone quickly with lots of fun events. 
 
We started our cruising year with the Ice Breaker cruise to Bob-lo which turned into the now annual get together at 
Allison and Carver Dumke’s. Thank you to the Dumke’s for a nice event. I hear fun was had by all. 
 
This weekend was The Memorial Day cruise to Toledo Beach. Mother Nature didn’t cooperate, but that did not hold 
our group back. Friday presented high winds and waves on the nose for anyone coming from the north. Saturday had 
storms and no wind but we still got 7 boats down. More exciting then that, we had over three dozen people Friday at 
dinner. The venue was great, very festive. Thank you to Matt, Joy, Josie and Sig for being our host.  
 
Saturday provided on and off storms but like the sailors we are, we just got out rain gear. We had a spirited meeting 
led by Dick S. We were still three dozen strong with some new faces that drove down for the meeting. 
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And then we braved our way to the cook out. 
 
Spirits where high despite the weather. The food was amazing and the turnout great. Lots of fun was had.  
 
Thank you for everyone’s friendship and spirt that made this weekend so fun!!! 
Next one on the list is the  
Leamington Cruise/Commodore's Tea Jun 8-9  
 
We look forward to seeing all your smiling faces. 
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Welcome to our Newest Member - Jon Gordon 

Buoy Launch Day! 
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Carver and Allison’s House.  Great turnout and great weather.  A retirement cake presented to 

Carver and Allison from Dale. 
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Autobiography Of: Tim Lozon 

Take me to the Water 

I have always had a great attraction to any body of water from a small creek to the vast oceans.    For me being on or 
even near the water holds a special appeal.    As a kid we used to play at the nearby Ecorse Creek, and if you are fa-
miliar with the downriver area you may know that this is not a clean body of water but more like an open sewage 
drain.   We didn’t pay much attention to that fact except when one of our various attempts at homemade rafts failed 
and we ended up sinking and subsequently getting our shoes stuck in the muck.  Coming home with shoes smelling 
like that caught the attention of mom who constantly warned us to stay away from the creek.   But the creek was were 
we spent our time building rafts, forts, and rock dams.  From the creek I moved on to the Detroit River which was a 
little cleaner and a lot larger.   

At the age of 10 or so I became a coxswain at the Ecorse Rowing Club.  This meant that nearly everyday at 5 am I 
was out on the river.   This ungodly time was necessary to beat the powerboat wake and was the only time that the 
river was calm enough to get any meaningful rowing practice in.   I loved being on the water and watching the sun 
come up.  I stuck with the sport of rowing and went on to become an oarsman in high school.   We had a pretty good 
145 lb four-man crew that included my good friend and fellow WSSC member Steve Mckeith. We went on to win 
both the North American and Canadian School Championships along with a Royal Canadian Henley Championship. 

Being on the water everyday led to other boating adventures.   We used to “borrow” the coaching launch and learned 
how to ski and fix outboard motors.  One day Stevo and I noticed a small sailboat leaning next to his father’s garage 
and decided to figure out how to assemble and sail the rig.  We strapped it on top of his car and took it to the Boat 
Club.   After some time of debate we loaded up and headed out on the river.   Of course, our first sail was downwind 
as we had no idea what we were doing, and as luck would have it a storm was moving in.   A few powerboats seen us 
and offered assistance, but we declined as we had just gotten out and were having a blast!   The downwind run took 
us to an island for a rest.   Now we had to figure out how in the world we were going to get back to the dock.   We 
had no idea how to tack or what that even meant,  but after several failed attempts we finally determined that the cen-
terboard had to be down in order to make way.   Somehow, we made it back safely to the dock and only capsized 
once.   I was hooked on sailing from this moment on.   We took that silly little Snark everywhere it would float that 
summer. 

After high school and a dismal attempt at college, I met the true love of my life Cindy.   She was 20 and I was 21.  I 
was immediately head over heels for her and I have never let her out of my sight since.  My dad always said that she 
is by far the best thing that has every happen to me and no ones argues that point.  She is truly my better half!    

Cindy is a Registered Nurse and has worked for Henry Ford Wyandotte for 32 years.   I have worked in sales for 
Frank Winne & Son, Inc for 34 years.  We have three grown kids and have been married 34 years.    Our oldest son 
Tim Jr is a second-year resident of Anesthesiology at the UofM Ann Arbor.  He is married to Allison and they have a 
3-year-old daughter Harper.    Andrew is working on his masters degree in business, works for a contractor at Ford 
Motor Co. and is married to Juliann. They are WSSC members also and live right down the street from us in Trenton.   
Our daughter Emily is an engineer,  still single, and lives in Austin TX.  Although we keep trying to get her to move 
back closer to home,  she loves it there,  is doing great, and currently has no plans for relocating.  

But back to sailing- After getting married I upgraded from the Snark and purchased a powder blue 18 ft Sandpiper.   
The boat was a real slug, but it matched our car and the price was right.   We sailed “Slow Motion” as my powerboat 
friends dubbed it, to Put-in-Bay with 4 guys and  trailered her to many local lakes.   When we lost the keel and I 
found out it cost more to replace than I paid for the boat and trailer I sold her back to the Canadian builder for a US 
cash, no questions asked transaction, near Toronto. 

Fortunately you can always pickup another sailboat cheaply and I found a AMF 2100 the “Key of Sea” for sale in 
Ohio.  Three feet longer and a bigger cabin too.  Wow.   She needed a new rudder as I found out when it started to 
break into pieces out in heavy winds on Lake Erie.   I built a new rudder out of aluminum and replaced some cushions 
and windows.  It was a tender boat with all the ballast internal and a centerboard.  I thought that we sunk her one time 
in a knock down but she righted herself so I hung on to it for a few years.   

While visiting a customer in Ohio I stumbled upon a Hobie 16 on the side of the road.    It was old and tired, and I 
decided that I would pass on it.   The owner then reluctantly showed me the nicer and newer one he had in the barn 
and I immediately bought it for $750.   The Hobie was a blast to sail!   Wet and wild rides for sure with big wipe outs.   
We pitch-poled and turtled it once in the ocean in NC.   Lots of fun but a younger guys toy.   I sold it last year for 
$1500. 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
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Autobiography Of: Tim Lozon 

I moved up to a bigger “yacht” with the purchase of another fixer upper a Hunter 23.   Again I did some cosmetic im-
provements, kept it a few years and sold it for more than I bought it for to a guy in OH.   (Funny thing is he called me 
last week and is trying to sell it on Craigslist Detroit if anyone is interested) 

When I purchased my first boat my dad said that I should go talk to my Uncle Walt Lambart since he knew much 
about sailing.   Walt was one of the founding members of WSSC, he gave me some old sailing magazines and intro-
duced me to Ralph Ridge as a replacement for himself as crew for racing.  He also suggested that I join the sailing 
club which I did.    I went on to crew on Ralph’s 35’ boat the “Friendship” doing many WNATR as well as two Port 
Huron to Mackinac races.   Now I had not only a sailing problem but an interest in racing. 

I have crewed on many different boats over the years and had always wanted to own a sailboat that I could race.  (I 
checked on the possibility of racing my first one and was told that I would have to start by myself and keep my own 
time!   It rated something over 300!)   Being thrifty and with limited discretionary funds I have always dry-sailed my 
boats keeping them at Lake Erie Metropark and was looking for a race capable boat that is easily trailered and 
launched. 

Five years ago I purchased “Sails Call”.   She is an S2 7.9 and at 26’ with a retractable dagger board fits the bill per-
fectly.   Not too many sailboats that are easily trailer launched sail well (I know I have owned a few!) but the 7.9 has 
really good sailing characteristics.    We race on Weds and also do some weekend races.   One of my favorite races in 
the Downriver Race from Detroit Yacht Club to Grosse Ile Yacht Club as it reminds me of the many days spent row-
ing on the river. 

Upon the death of my late Uncle Walt his family gave me the title to his sailboat as they wanted to see her back on 
the water.   So now I am a two- boat owner (which I am not sure I would recommend).    The Minx is a Westerly Re-
nown 32’ and is my first actual “yacht”.   My uncle purchased her new in 1973 and she has good bones but is in need 
on some TLC.   My brother Dave and I have been slowly working on some cosmetic upgrades and slowly but surely, 
she is coming along.  It floats and the diesel runs and we enjoy the security of her heavy keel.    We also enjoy the 
standing head room and sleeping quarters and take her to cruises with the club. 

For me the best part of being a West Shore Sail Club member is becoming friends with all of the wonderful and di-
verse people in our group.  Boaters are a special breed but Sail boaters are an even more “interesting” and slightly 
crazy lot! 

See you on the water! 
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Continuation of Autobiography: Tim Lozon 
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  ANNIVERSARY ALBUM NEWS 
 
It is difficult to realize that the WSSC 2019 Memo-
rial Day Weekend Cruise is in the past.  Those of 
us who attended the event had a wonderful though 
a bit damp time.   
Please memorialize the Memorial Day Weekend 
Cruise on your Anniversary Album page!!!  Send 
me (by e-mail attachment) your photos of this or 
any other event and I will place them on your 
page.  Send to:    frankpavia001@comcsat.net      
 
Frank Pavia 
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Jean Giles 1 

Frank Bury 2 

Dick Synowiec 4 

Shirley Guest 6 

John Filkins 7 

Robert Reimel 8 

Joe Kubera 11 

Amy Wright 13 

Ted Wagg 17 

Wanda Lynch Swaby 21 

Jeff Brossia 21 

Gina Damicone   23 

Debra Russo 24 

Carver Dumke 26 

Katrina Reimel 26 

Martin Kubera 29 

You can make your memories and pictures 

appear in the Starboard Tack by forwarding 

them to:                    

                   burycj@gmail.com 

Looking forward to some great articles and 

 Pictures. 

 

 June Birthday Celebrations 

 

May Birthday Photo 
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January WSSC 2019—CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Event Date & Time (tentative) Contact 
GMM & Change of Watch January 3, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Bowling January 5,2019 Matt Hevron 
WSSC Cruising Committee  Meeting January 6, 2019 Russell Sims 
WSSC Cruising Logs Due January 10, 2019 Kathy Howe 
WSSC BOTY Entry Due January 31,2019 Lance Yee 
February GMM February 7, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC Race Committee Meeting February 21, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Membership Renewal Due March 1, 2019 Angela McKeith 
March GMM March 7, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
April GMM April 4, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC 2018 Commodore’s Ball April 13, 2019 Commodore’s Ball Committee 
WNATR Buoy Inspection April 20, 2019 Tim Lozon 
WNATR Buoy Work Day April 27, 2019 Tim Lozon 

May GMM - ANNUAL SWAP MEET May 2, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Buoy Launch Day May 4 (rain date May 5), 2019 Tim Lozon 
WNATR Skipper's Meeting - GIYC May 5, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Spring #1 - GIYC afterglow May 15, 2019 Chris McCardell 
Ice Breaker Cruise/Bob-lo Island May 18-19,2019 Doug and Kathy Howe/Carver and Alli-

son 
WNATR Spring #2 - GIYC afterglow May 22, 2019 Chris McCardell 
Memorial Day—Toledo Beach Cruise May 25 - 27, 2019 Lance and Christy/Matt and Joy 
WSSC Cruising Committee Meeting May 26, 2019 Russel Sims / Dick Shackelford 
WNATR Spring #3 - GIYC afterglow May 29, 2019 Chris McCardell 
June GMM June 6, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Leamington Cruise/Commodore's Tea June 8-9, 2019 Dick and Lori Shackelford 
WNATR Spring #4 - GIYC afterglow June 12, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Spring #5 - GIYC afterglow June 19, 2019 Chris McCardell 
Lighthouse Challenge - WSSC Regatta June 22 (rain date June 23), 2019 Tim Lozon 
WNATR Summer #1 - FYC afterglow June 26, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Summer #2 - FYC afterglow July 3, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Summer #3 - FYC afterglow July 10, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Week-long Cruise July 20-28,2019 Russell Sims 
WNATR Summer #4 - FYC afterglow July 31, 2019 Chris McCardell 
August GMM August 1, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Summer #5 - FYC afterglow August 7, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Fall #1 - FYC afterglow August 14, 2019 Chris McCardell 
Late Summer Cruise- Toledo August 17-18 Wright 
WNATR Fall #2 - FYC afterglow August 21 2019 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Doublehanded Race August 24,2019 Tim Lozon 
WNATR Fall #3 - GIYC afterglow September 28 , 2019 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Jack & Jill Race September 1, 2019 Tim Lozon 
WNATR Fall #4 - GIYC afterglow September 4, 2019 Chris McCardell 
September GMM September 5, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Fall #5 - GIYC afterglow September 11, 2019 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Buoy Pull September 15, 2019 Tim Lozon 
Harvest Moon Cruise/Monroe Boat Club September 28-29 Dan Williamson & Peggy Hillen  
October GMM October 3, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Awards Night October 18, 2019 Tim Lozon 
November GMM November 7, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Dec GMM - WSSC Christmas Party December 5, 2019 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/


               
 

 

West Shore Sail Club  
Presents the 17thAnnual 

Lighthouse Challenge 

 
June 22, 2019 

(Rain Date: June 23, 2019) 

Spinnaker Approximately 15 nm – Jam/Cruise Approximately 13 nm 

 NOR, SI & Entry Application on Notice of Race 

Race entry fee* $35 (WSSC Members) $40 (non-Members)  
(Late Fee $10)  *Includes Race & Awards (presented at Water’s Edge Pavilion)  

 

WSSC Lighthouse Challenge Regatta  
Catered Dinner* 4:00 p.m. ($13.00) at Water’s Edge Pavilion 

(located behind Smokies on the Water,  Grosse Ile, Mi) 

*Soft Drinks and Water provided 
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Boat US 
 
 
WSSC is a co-operating group with Boat U.S. This means joining / renewing membership at Boat U.S. is at 
50% of the normal fee. Also, Boat U.S. membership gives you the highest awards level at West Marine 
Stores. As your purchases accumulate, you will receive a coupon for $20 off a future purchase. 
Join / renew at https://www.boatus.com/. Our code is GA81337S. You can contact Doug Howe for more in-
formation. 

  
U. S. Sailing 
 
 
WSSC is a member of U.S. Sailing. U. S. Sailing is the organization that is the U. S. representative for the 
international and U.S. sailing rules, and the U. S. Olympics team. You can join U. S. Sailing at https://
www.ussailing.org/. From the home page, select membership at the top, and either “Become a Member” or 
“Existing Members” at the new page. Answer the questions that come up. When you get the US Sailing 
Membership Page, make sure (or enter) West Shore Sail Club – MI. When you reach the page that asks 
for  your membership number, or if you are a new member, make sure you select “Join or renew through 
your sailing club’s MVP program” and select West Shore Sail Club. 

  Joining through the membership program costs: 
  Youth:  $25 – 1  Year (discounted from $30) 
  Individual $ 55 – 1 year (discounted from $65) 
  Family $ 85 – 1 year (discounted from $100). 
 

 You can contact Doug Howe for more information 

 Starboard Tack            Page 13 
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Now is the time to start the process so you are ready when boating season starts: 

Pleasure Boats and Private Flyers 

Ref: https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers   2/2/2019 
As of September 5, 2018, Small Vessel Reporting System (SVRS) is longer in service and float plans will no 
longer be accepted. Boaters looking for a new, faster way to report their arrival and/or apply for a registered 
boater program may use the CBP ROAM app, available for free on the Apple App and Google Play stores. 
Boaters may also continue to report their arrival via designated telephone reporting numbers, if desired (note; 
there have been reports of ‘harassment’ if you call in). 

To install CBP Roam on your phone 
a. US customs has transitioned to using a mobile app. While you can still “call in” our members reported long 
wait times and triggering customs to come to the boat. I used CBP roam app this in 2018 and it is super easy 
and makes reporting into the US quick and painless. It works like this: 
i. Enter your traveler(s) document info. This is saved for future use. 
ii. Enter your method of entry. 

AKA your boat - MC, DTOP sticker, make/model…etc. Saved for future use. 
iii Click – Report arrival 
1. Make sure you have good cell or wifi signal 
2. Select which travelers 
3. Select method of arrival (your boat) 
4. Enter captain’s info 
5. Enter items to declare 
6. Submit – grab a beer and wait about 30 seconds 
7. They will most likely send you an automatic confirmation, but they could facetime with you if they want. 
 
Border Crossing Information:  
Updated, 2/2019 : 

The best way to return to the US is to obtain either an I-68 or Nexus card for everyone on the boat. Reporting 
in is by using the CBP Roam app from your phone. If you preloaded and entered your information, reporting 
in is easy. 

The cost of an I-68 is $16 per year per person, with a maximum of $32 for a family. Children under the age of 
14 are included on their parent’s I-68. It is only good for one year. You can fill out the forms and obtain the I-
68 at the bridge or tunnel. Request your BR number at the same time. This is the letters BR followed by 
seven digits such as BR0123456. 

 A Nexus card is $50 for 5 years ($10 per year). More information at: https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/ . One should en-
roll online (at https://www.dhs.gov/trusted-traveler-programs ). You will have to report to get the card. You 
can do this at the Ambassador Bridge or the Tunnel. We reported to the Border Patrol station at the Ambassa-
dor Bridge. As you approach the Bridge, shortly after turning to the east there is a gate on the left (prior to pay-
ing the toll). Go through the gate (you may have to tell an officer at the gate your purpose) to the offices. Re-
quest your boater number (BR#) when you pick up your Nexus card(s). When we renewed our Nexus 
cards at the Bridge, the U. S. officers that could help with the BR number were at the same desk as the Nexus 
(Canadian) Officers, just on the right side of the counter. Once you have the Nexus card, you can enroll in the 
Trusted Traveler program online. This allows using the TSA precheck line at U.S. airports and the Global En-
try kiosks (and is the least expensive way to get this).  
 
If your boat 30 feet long or more payment of the user fee is required. You can obtain a DTOPS (Decal / Tran-
sponder Online Procurement System) number for $28.24 per calendar year. The main change is that as of De-
cember, 2017 the cost of the Customs Decal {users fee} (for boats 30 feet or longer) increased to $28.24 (from 
$25). You must have this decal if your boat is 30 feet or more in length. You can obtain it at https://
www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers under the Decal Transponder Online Procurement System 
DTOPS.  
 

Global Entry Information 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers
https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://www.dhs.gov/trusted-traveler-programs
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers


Promoting the sport of sailing and seamanship since 

 
 

CORK BOARD 
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LEWMAR 40EST EVO Electric self-tailing winch 

New, in the box 

Sells new for $2,400 - $2,700 

$1,800 OBO Please call: Carver Dumke (313)377- 

2446 

ADVERTISE IN THE 
STABOARD TACK! 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE FOR MEMBERS 

 
DISPLAY ADS ARE: 

$80 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD 

(Active members allowed up to 1/3 of page Ad for the 
same price) 

 
SEND ARTICLES, PICTURES, OR OTHER  

INFORMATION TO: 

EDITOR 

WEST SHORE SAIL CLUB 

P.O. BOX 369 

TRENTON, MI 48183-0369 

OR EMAIL: 

lozonanddrew@gmail.com 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
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2018 LIGHTHOUSE CHALLENGE SPONSORS 
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