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West Shore Sail Club
July 7, 2005
General Membership Meeting
Call to Order: 19:30
Secretaryôs Report: No minutes to 
approve.
Commodoreôs Report: 
Mail- Invite ILYA Commodoreôs Brunch 
July 31st in Put-N-Bay, Ohio, trophy st in Put-N-Bay, Ohio, trophy st

brochure, regatta insurance, and Charter 
One statement.
Jane Priest passed away this week; there 
will be a memorial service/ get together 
at Crystal Gardens on Tuesday the 12th

at 3:00pm. All are welcome to attend. 
Tom would like to thank everyone for 
their support and kindness during the 
past few months. If anyone would like 
to send a gift, please make a donation to 
the Michigan Diabetes Foundation; Jane 

had been battling diabetes for the past 20 
years and they had provided much needed 
help.
Vice Commodoreôs Report:
Vice Commodore not present.
Racing: Last summer series race next 
Wednesday.
Lighthouse Challenge: We are now 
seeking sponsors for next years race, and 
are looking forward to a great race next 
year with even more participation.
Rear Commodoreôs Report:
Rear Commodore not present.
Sorry no program for tonight.
We are desperately looking for 
suggestions or volunteers for meeting 
programs.
Treasureôs Report:
Checking: $2,600.00
Membership Chairman:
Not present.

Minutes: 20 February 2005
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lary Smith (Fleet 
Captain), Bob & Barb Howard, Doug & Kathy 
Howe, Jodi Larrow & Tina Askins, Terry & 
JoAnne Trush, Mike & Marilyn Warchol and 
Dan Williamson.
A. The meeting was called to order at 2:35pm 
by Lary Smith, Fleet Captain, with a warm 
welcome to all. We all thanked our hosts Terry 
& JoAnne for the use of their house.
Lary Smith reported on his trip to Florida and 
the two WSSC reunions in Venice and Punta 
Gorda. The current and previous members who 
attended included: Jerry & Mary Belanger, 
Richard & Ruth Brewer, Leonard & Donna 
Garbacz, Dave & Joni Gardner, Gerald & 
Barbara Lynn, Earl & Laurel Nelson, Ken & 
Ann Shelly, Lary & Clifford Smith, Harvey & 
Peg Spriggs, Richard & Louise Stahley, Lou & 
Joyce Zuck.
He also reported that on the way back north he 
stopped by to see John & Joan Samuelson.
B. Minutes from the 16 January 2005 
meeting were approved with no change.
C. Old Business
1. Lary presented a revised 2005 Cruising 
Awards form. At our previous meeting we 
had decided to go with the 2003 version with 
the addition of two additional exclusions: 
òCommercial Yacht deliveryó and òListing the 
same boatõs mileage on more than one Log 
Summaryó. 
Doug Howe expressed his concern about the 
exclusion of òRacing milesó as he feels that a 
boat, entered in the Cruising Class of a Port-to-
Port race, should be able to list both directions 
as Cruising Miles.

2. There were no other names presented to be 
members of the Cruising Committee.
3. Brief notes were made about the various 
weekend summer cruises. 
a. May 14-15 ð Ice Breaker to TriCentennial 
Marina: People should individually make their 
reservations, but not until they are sure that 
they are going on this cruise as the State of 
Michigan does not give refunds.
b. May 28-30 ð Memorial Day to Toledo 
Beach: (no comment)
c. June 10-12 ð Leamington: The 
reservations have been made for 11 slips.
d. July 2-10 and 8-17 ð Weekõs Cruise (see 
below).
e. August 19-21 ð Tomato Cruise to 
Leamington: The reservations have been made 
for 8 slips.
f. September 3-5 ð Labor Day Port-to-Port 
Race and Cedar Island: Doug and Kathy Howe 
questioned the comment about this not being a 
òCruisingó event. There will be a Port-to-Port 
race there and they will need help with the 
Monday morning breakfast. He did admit that 
there will be fewer slips available this year for 
non-racers.
g. September 17-18 ð Bolles Harbor: No 
comment
h. October 1-2 ð Harvest Moon Cruise to 
Colchester: No comment.
D. New Business
1. Lary Smith presented the bill for our 2004 
cruising ÿ ags. There were 11, 9 for which 
the Cruising Committee will be responsible. 
Because some that were present would not be 

No guest.
Video Librarian: 
Videos are here, however we are still 
missing one video ñInþ atable Boat 
Repairò Tom?
Old Business:
The Peg Spriggs Memorial Ladyôs 
Day Race July 24th, at Noon. Skipperôs 
meeting at Ford Yacht Club pavilion 9:
30am.
New Business:
The general membership has voted to 
make an appropriate donation to The 
Michigan Diabetes Foundation in Jane 
Priestôs name.
July 17th ï21st W.S.S.C. and G.Y.C. are st W.S.S.C. and G.Y.C. are st

sponsoring Junior Racing Team at Put-N-
Bay bay week.  
Next meeting: August 4th, 2005
Board meeting: July 21st, 2005
Motion to adjourn: 20:25

at the March meeting, the 2004 Cruising Flags 
were presented at this meeting.
2. Arlene Marie and Barb Howard presented 
deposit requests from Leamington Municipal 
Marina. Doug Howe moved that we approve 
the June and August deposits. The motion was 
seconded by Barb Howard; motion carried. 
After a little discussion, Bob Howard moved 
that we make the deposit for the 8 slips that 
Arlene had requested for their 1-4 July special 
weekend. Lary Smith seconded; motion 
carried.
3. Lary Smith showed the ÿ yer that 
Leamington has made available for their 20th 
anniversary on the 1-4 July. Because of many 
of those in attendance being at other events for 
these dates, we hope that we will be able to 
lower the reservations, if necessary. Lary was 
directed to let Arlene Marie know that we may 
not be able to þ ll all 8 slips reserved.
4. There was a brief discussion about the 
information of a new marina at Port Clinton. 
We will need to go there by car to see what is 
available.
5. There had been concern that the Lake Erie 
Lighthouse Challenge would be on 16 July. 
Doug Howe informed us that the date is to be 
18 June instead.
6. A list of potential ports for the Summer 
Cruise was made. After some discussion the 
following tentative schedule was made:
Saturday, 16 July - travel from home to 
Kelleys Island, Seaway Marina - about 30 
miles - Tina & Jody to handle - overnight only
Sunday, 17 July - travel from Kelleys Island to 
Vermilion City Docks - about 25 miles - Dave 
Cont. next  page



DOCKS AVAILABLE: 
At my home on Frenchmanõs Creek, 1/4 mile east of Ford YC.  
110 V. power and potable water available upon request.  Current 
water levels restrict use to 4 ft. draft or less.  $40 per linear 
foot, June through September.  Contact Gene at 734-671-357 or  
gtswift@wideopenwest.com

Anyone looking for crew for sailing this year? 
Contact: dgolen@ford.com
H 734-676-4881 ð W 313-594-3666 ð C 734-674-5746 
Dave Golen

 - 1986 with Yanmar 27 hp 
Engine.  Owned by elderly couple,  mechanically inclined Ford 
Trade School tool & die maker. Has been sailed to the North 
Channel and all the Great Lakes many ports. Equipped with 
Autohelm, Loran and Harkin Jib Reeþ ng & Furling System, and 
Lazy Mate Main sail system.  Has two dinghys, with outboard 3 
Evinrude hp Engine.  Sleeps 6, enclosed head and shower.  Teak 
interior.  Please share this information with your associates, or 
an interested party.  Located on Lake St. Clair/Clinton River. 
Asking price $38,500 & negotiable.
The boat is listed on Sailboatowners.com
My email is dingher@msn.com. You may call me at 248-496-
6133  Thank you,  Mike Egan

CORK BOARD

 -- works real well, 
- includes antenna, wiring, case, screen cover, mount and userõs 
manual.  Also includes a C-Map NT card for Western Lake 
Erie and the Detroit River. Kids bought me a different one for 
Fatherõs Day. $450.  734-676-0694

Includes full battened main and Includes full battened main and 
155% Genoa Pentax Tape Drive 155% Genoa Pentax Tape Drive 
UK roller furling new 2004. 
130% Genoa roller furling new 130% Genoa roller furling new 
2003 North dacron sail, Roller 
furling, sleeps six, enclosed 
head. Seven other good sails 
available. Including reaching 
spinnaker and light air spinnaker.  spinnaker and light air spinnaker.  
30 HP Atomic 4 gas engine, VHS 30 HP Atomic 4 gas engine, VHS 
radio, 
Asking $10,000 OBO
Tom Priest (734) 324-2091 cell Tom Priest (734) 324-2091 cell 
(734) 558-2752
email: 
sabresailor55@netscape.net

& Joanie Gardner to handle - spend 2 nights here
Tuesday, 19 July - travel from Vermilion to Cleveland, Edgewater Park 
Marina - about 30 miles - Bob & Barb Howard to handle - spend 2 
nights here
At this point the cruise will split - those going for 1 week and those 
going for 2. The 1 week cruise will continue:
Thursday, 21 July - travel from Cleveland to Lorain - about 22 miles 
- Dan Williamson will handle - spend 1 night here
Friday, 22 July - travel from Lorain to Huron - about 20 miles - Mike 
Warchol will handle - spend 1 night here
Saturday, 23 July - travel from Huron to an island - about 25 miles 
- Terry & JoAnne Trush will handle - spend 1 night here
The 2 week will continue:
Thursday, 21 July - travel from Cleveland to Fairport Harbor - about 25 
miles - Bob & Barb Howard to handle - spend 1 night here
Friday, 22 July - travel from Fairport Harbor to Ashtabula - about 25 
miles - Lary Smith to handle - spend 1 night here
Saturday, 23 July - travel from Ashtabula to Port Burwell, Ontario 
- about 50 miles - Doug and Kathy Howe to handle - 2 nights here
Monday, 25 July - travel from Port Burwell to Port Stanley Seaway 
Marina - about 30 miles - Tina & Jody to handle - overnight only
Sunday, 17 July - travel from Kelleys Island to Vermilion City Docks - 
about 25 miles - Dave & Joanie Gardner to handle - spend 2 nights here
Tuesday, 19 July - travel from Vermilion to Cleveland, Edgewater Park 
Marina - about 30 miles - Bob & Barb Howard to handle - spend 2 
nights here
At this point the cruise will split - those going for 1 week and those 
going for 2. The 1 week cruise will continue:
Thursday, 21 July - travel from Cleveland to Lorain - about 22 miles 
- Dan Williamson will handle - spend 1 night here
Friday, 22 July - travel from Lorain to Huron - about 20 miles - Mike 
Warchol will handle - spend 1 night here
Saturday, 23 July - travel from Huron to an island - about 25 miles 
- Terry & JoAnne Trush will handle - spend 1 night here
The 2 week will continue:

Thursday, 21 July - travel from Cleveland to Fairport Harbor - about 25 
miles - Bob & Barb Howard to handle - spend 1 night here
Friday, 22 July - travel from Fairport Harbor to Ashtabula - about 25 
miles - Lary Smith to handle - spend 1 night here
Saturday, 23 July - travel from Ashtabula to Port Burwell, Ontario 
- about 50 miles - Doug and Kathy Howe to handle - 2 nights here
Monday, 25 July - travel from Port Burwell to Port Stanley - about 17 
miles - Doug and Kathy Howe to handle - 2 nights here
Wednesday, 27 July - travel from Port Stanley to Rondeau - about 47 
miles - Doug and Kathy Howe to handle - 2 nights here
Friday, 29 July - travel from Rondeau to Pelee Island - about 45 miles 
- George Shiffer & Arlene Marie to handle - 2 nights here
Sunday, 31 July - travel from Pelee Island to home
Note: This tentative agenda has a problem with Port Burwell. According 
to the Great Lakes Crusing Club info on this port they say: òEntry 
should be attempted only with fair seas and local inquiry. Maximum 
depth in 1998 was reported to be about 4 feet (with water levels at 3 feet 
over LWD)... There is a municipal marina with no services on the east 
side entering. Above a þ xed bridge with about 30 feet clearance,...ó This 
port should be replaced.
If Port Burwell were left out, we could go direct to Port Stanley from 
Ashtabula which is 56 miles. From Fairport to Port Stanley is only 51 
miles. Another passage could be Cleveland to Rondeau which is 53 
miles, then on to Port Stanley. Other ports are Port Glasgow, halfway 
between Rondeau and Port Stanley. It is a small harbor with a narrow 
entrance, but with 80 slips. Mentor Harbor is about 4 miles west of 
Fairport and from it to Rondeau is only 46 miles.
E. Other Cruising Activities. There was no discussion on this.
F. The next meeting will be 10 April at Arlene & Georgeõs house.
G. The meeting adjourned at 4:30 PM 



Minutes: 29 May 2005
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lary Smith (Fleet Captain), Susan 
Ashley (Rear Commodore), Dave & Joni Gardner, Bob & Barb 
Howard, Doug & Kathy Howe, Jodi Larrow & Tina Askins, 
George Shiffer & Arlene Marie, Rich Stahley, Terry & JoAnne 
Trush, and Dan Williamson & Peggy Hillen.
A. The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by Lary Smith 
(Fleet Captain). We all thanked our hosts Dan & Peggie for the 
use of the space in front of their boat at Toledo Beach Marina. 
They had put up a 10õ tent over a picnic table, and with all the 
chairs people brought, we enjoyed being out in the beautiful 
sunshine. Besides Mardi Gras, three others boats had come to 
enjoy the Memorial Day Cruise: WinQuest, Flying Dragon and 
Efþ cacuous.
B. Minutes from the 20 February 2005 meeting were approved 
with no change.
C. Old Business
1. Barb Howard announced that she had not yet received a 
Cruising Award Application even though they were approved in 
February. Lary said that he would have copies of the application 
at the meeting next Thursday and that he would e-mail 
applications to each present today. These applications are due 
Thursday.
2. Concern was expressed by Jody (Treasurer) and Susan 
(Rear Commodore) about the many requests for marina deposits 
for the Cruising Committee sponsored cruises. We know that 
Leamington will keep our check and return it to us upon our 
arrival and that they are not concerned about a reduction in the 
number of slips required. This is different from Vermilion who 
has already cashed our deposit check. After much discussion it 
was suggested that when making reservations next year answers 
to the following questions be obtained:
a. Is a deposit required and if so how much?
b. What is the lead time for making reservations?
c. What is their òrefund of depositó policy? That is, how long 
before the event can we cancel any of the reservations without 
loosing our deposit? What about weather cancellation?
d. How is their deposit handled? That is will they hold our 
deposit check and return it when we arrive or will they cash it 
and apply the deposit towards each boatõs dockage fee?
3. A review was made of the various weekend summer cruises 
to check responsibilities and to try to answer the questions above.
a. May 14-15 ð Ice Breaker to TriCentennial Marina: There 
were no boats in attendance, but 13 did join for dinner at the 
Stoney Creek Brewery. This was in itself an experience since 
they were going through an ownership change and so we were 
greeted with a comment from the waitress òMaybe you want to 
go elsewhere as we have no food.ó They did have food and we 
did have a great meal, although some had to go through multiple 
selections before they came up with something available. 
b. May 28-30 ð Memorial Day to Toledo Beach: (current 
outing) Toledo Beach doesnõt charge us for the few slips that 
we require and, since we have a number of members with boats 
there, there isnõt a problem with reservations.
c. June 10-12 ð Leamington: The reservations have been made 
for 11 slips. Leamington keeps our check and returns it and 
doesnõt seem to care about the reservation count.
d. July 1-4 ð Leamington Celebration: Arlene made reservations 
on our behalf for 8 slips for the 20th anniversary of the 
Leamington Marina.
e. July 15-25 and July 15-31 ð Summer Cruise (see below).

f. August 19-21 ð Tomato Cruise to Leamington: The 
reservations have been made for 8 slips.
g. September 17-18 ð Bolles Harbor: No reservations have yet 
been made, but there should be no problem.
h. October 1-2 ð Harvest Moon Cruise to Colchester: No 
reservations have yet been made.
4. With regards to the Summer Cruise, we asked each to 
conþ rm that they will be on that cruise in order to make a 
commitment to each of the marinas. Because of this we have the 
following:
Å Efþ cacuous, Mardi Gras, & Bubbles - will be on the one-
week cruise.
Å Flying Dragon - will join us at Kelleys Island, Put-In-Bay 
and probably Pelee Island.
Å Snowbird - will be on the one-week cruise, but will not be 
with us at Seaway Marina.
Å Wings of the Morning, WinQuest & Venture - will be on the 
two-week cruise.
Å Seekinder - ? (Mike is out of town and will need to commit 
by our June meeting.)
Å GõDay and Solitude will not be going with us, although John 
may wish a ride.
Because of this (and not counting Seekinder), we will normally 
need 7 slips up through Cleveland and 4 after that for the one-
week cruise and 3 afterwards for the two-week cruise. Some 
reservation counts will need to be changed.
5. The actual ports for the Summer Cruise are as follows:
Friday, 15 July - travel from home to Kelleys Island, Seaway 
Marina - about 35 miles from D33 - Tina & Jody to handle ð 2 
nights (reservations made)
Sunday, 17 July - travel from Kelleys Island to Vermilion City 
Docks - about 20 miles - Dave & Joni Gardner to handle - 2 
nights ($25 each deposit requested)
Tuesday, 19 July - travel from Vermilion to Cleveland, 
Edgewater Park Marina - about 30 miles - Bob & Barb Howard 
to handle - 2 nights (no deposit requested)
At this point the cruise will split - those going for 1 week and 
those going for 2. The 1 week cruise will continue:
Thursday, 21 July - travel from Cleveland to Lorain - about 22 
miles - Dan Williamson will handle - 1 night (reservations made 
for 6 slips)
Friday, 22 July - travel from Lorain to Huron - about 18 miles 
- Mike Warchol will handle - 2 nights (reservations made, no 
deposit requested)
Sunday, 24 July - travel from Huron to Put-In-Bay - about 
24 miles - Terry & JoAnne Trush will handle - 1 night (no 
reservations required)
The 2 week will continue:
Thursday, 21 July - travel from Cleveland to Fairport Harbor 
- about 26 miles - Bob & Barb Howard to handle - 1 or 2 nights 
(Barb has reservations made on the East side, will check on West 
side)
Saturday, 23 July - travel from Fairport Harbor to Ashtabula 
- about 25 miles - Lary Smith to handle ð 1 or 2 nights (not made 
yet)
Monday, 25 July - travel from Ashtabula to Port Stanley, Ontario 
- about 48 miles - Doug and Kathy Howe to handle - 2 nights at 
Kelly Creek Marina (does not accept credit cards - US$1.65/foot/
night)

Continued on page 6



Allen Park Brake Shop
Brakes Å Suspension 
Other Minor Repairs

We stand in front of our work!

8315 Allen Rd. Fred Krabach
Allen Park, MI 48101 (313) 382-3838

by Scott Welty

So often we have a decent wind and, sure enough, it is right in our face 
for where we want to go. The sea conditions are choppy. What do you 
do?

I see many Lake Michigan sailors take this approach. When they discuss 
their day theyõll say, òyou know we just wanted to get thereó. I þ nd this 
the most uncomfortable attitude to put the boat in. Letõs face it, these are 
rotten power boats by design! A long day of hobby horsing and crashing 
the bow (which is up higher when on the motor) into the chop is not a 
fun day. There is nothing wrong with motor sailing but letõs not forget 
the sailing part!

Two things will happen if you raise the main and keep the motor on. 
1. The motion of the boat will be calmed by the damping effects of the 
main moving through the air. 2. If you can bear off a little to keep some 
pressure on the main your speed will increase AND your motion will 
be even more sailboat like and less hobby horse like. But we want to 
GET there and now weõve had to bear off to keep the pressure on. Ah 
Ha! Remember, since you are having maybe an uncomfortable day, 
you donõt care how far you sail; or you care how long you sail. So the 
question becomes as it often does in sailing and in this article: How 
much direction would you give up for how much gain in speed?
In this case letõs say that going dead into it in some chop you are only 
making an average of 3 knots. This is not unreasonable on our Catalina 
30. Sheõll do 5+ knots on the motor alone but heavy chop and head wind 
will knock this down considerably.
So we raise the main and bear off until the main þ lls and we get some 
push from it. Now we want to sail from A to B but we are going to bear 
off and sail a new direction. The new velocity has to have the same or 
better ôvelocity made goodõ (VMG) to make this worth it.
Your VMG is just your velocity projected back onto your rumb line. 
The more you lay off the rumb line the faster you have to go to have the 
same VMG.
As the graph in þ gure 2 showséRaise your sail and bear off, brother! 
For example, if you bear off 20 degrees and can get your speed up to 
about 3.15 knots or greater you are going to be more comfortable and 
get there in the same time or SOONER!
Of course you might turn off the engine and raise all sails and start 
tacking in true sailor fashion, òclawing your way up the coastó as 
Hornblower would put it. Now at the best you are going to be 45 degrees 
off the wind. It is still the same graph you just want to look at angles 
around 45 or 50 degrees.

As expected this requires a more signiþ cant increase in speed to about 
4.2 knots but this ignores any leeway. There is nothing wrong with 
keeping the engine on, though! If the boat is in a more comfortable 
condition, you are not pounding into the head seas AND you get to 
mess with your sails - go for it! For me it sure beats the heck out of 
chugging straight into the slop.

The other extreme is being on or close to a dead run. If you ÿ y a 
spinnaker or go wing and wing the question is about the same. If Iõm 
not so comfortable with the wind dead aft, but thatõs the direction I 
want to go, how much gain in speed for how much I run up? Maybe I 
run up until I can get on a broad reach. The question is geometrically 
a little trickier because it is not symmetric as it is when you are 
tacking. When you tack your VMG would be the same on either tack 
if you are tacking through around 90 degrees. When you jibe you 
would have a long run on a starboard tack keeping the wind at letõs 
say 120 degrees relative to the boat. Then youõll have short run on the 
other tack to get the wind to be 120 degrees on the other side of the 
boat. See þ gure 4.
The graph in þ gure 5 shows by what factor you have to increase your 
speed for how much lay-off angle. Each curve is for a different wind 
direction to the rumb line. For example. If the wind is 10 degrees 
off of your rumb line (þ gure 5) and you lay off 20 degrees, you have 
to increase your speed by a factor of about 1.1 times what you were 
doing heading right for your mark. So, if you were doing 5 kts going 
for it you have to go 5.5 kts or better to make it worth it.
What we quickly see from the graph is that with the wind way behind 
you, you are almost certainly going to do better by running up 5 or 
10 degrees. This turn only requires about a 5% increase in speed. At 
5 knots you have to be able to increase your speed to 5.25 knots or 
better to make this course worth it. This does NOT take into account 
time spent jibing the boat. Certainly the longer the total run the less 
this matters. For cruisers, where a long down wind leg might be 
several miles the time taken to jibe is totally ignorable.
So, cruisers, yes we DO want to get there but that may mean being a 
clever sailor and aiming the boat where you donõt want to go!
Scott taught high school and college physics over a 30 year career 
which included a 4 year stint at Chicagoõs Museum of Science and 
Industry. An avid Lake Michigan sailor, Scott and his wife Sue 
Budde retired from their respective jobs in June of 2005, sold their 
house, cars and most possessions and struck out to try their hand at 
the cruising life. Their goal is to get their Catalina 30 sailboat from 
Chicago to the Florida Keys and beyond.




